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Research and Environment News from China 
 

May 11 - May 2005 
 
 
Please note that the previous newsletters can be downloaded from the Website of the Embassy of 
Switzerland in China: www.eda.admin.ch/beijing . To subscribe/ unsubscribe or send us your comments, 
please send an eMail with the coresponding subject to ziwen.zhu@eda.admin.ch. 
 

   
IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
   
The scientific relations between Switzerland and China are gaining momentum, with the signature in Geneva on May 
18th of an agreement to cooperate closely in the field of health, more precisely: 

− Prevention, control and information sharing on emerging infectious diseases 
− Preparedness mechanisms in case of public health emergencies 
− Prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases (e.g. nutrition, obesity, food safety, cancer) 
− Research on bio-medicine 
− Traditional Chinese medicine (regulatory and quality issues, scientific evidence on the effectiveness) 
− Development of human resources in the health sector. 

 
 
In the field of environment, two projects which had been financed by SECO came to a succesful end: Municipal 
Solid Waste Management and Hazardous Waste Management. These projects helped define a national strategy 
and implement it through pilot projects. The National plan is that by 2010 all provinces and municipalities will have 
their local plan. In certain regions supported by the project, the complete cycle of waste management has been 
implemented. The project has allowed public management of waste collection as well as the imporvement of 
technologies. In conclusion these projects will have a positive impact on waste management in the whole country. 
More information on the pilot projects and their successes can be found on our website. 
 
Besides, SECO has decided to finance a new project with CCICED (China Council on International 
Cooperation of Environment and Development), to succeed "An Environmental Impact Assessment of 
China’s WTO Accession – An analysis of six sectors" (see Newsletter 5 November 2004 or our website). 
The new project, "China's Ecological Footprint - Task Force on China's Sustainable Development and 
Global Product Markets" will analyse a few selected international product chains passing by China.  
 
SwissRe, which actively supports environment protection in China, awarded again their Annual “International 
ReSource Award for Sustainable Watershed Management” to two water resources projects in China (see 
below-Swiss Re’s press release “An other break-through for eco-sanitation in South West China”). 
   
   
SSSccciiieeennnccceee   &&&   TTTeeeccchhhnnnooolllooogggyyy   
  KEYWORDS  
1. China wins 7, Indonesia 4 golds in Asian Physics Olympiad    Asian Physics Olympiad 

2. China crafts science, technology blueprint in 15 years   China Sci-Tech development  

draft plan 

3. Forum produces high-tech consensus with EU    Sino-EU, high-tech cooperation 

4. Biotechnology could sustain economy, gov't told               agriculture, health,  

R&D investment 

mailto:ziwen.zhu@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
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5. World's Largest Hi-tech Experience Center      Beijing Fengtai Science Park 

6. China, Holland to Build Biomedical and Information School    biomedical and information school 

7. China begins to make fuel injectors with its own IP     electronic fuel injection 

8. Airbus to create its 4th major engineering center in China    Sichuan, flight and navigation  

           simulators   

9. New maglev makes debut in northeastern China      Dalian, suspended rail 

10. Scientists find enols as intermediates in hydrocarbon oxidation   enols, hydrocarbon oxidation 

11. Genome Finding to Help Fight Crop Disease      black rot desease 

12. HK Scientists Win Int'l Award with AI Software     artificial intelligence,  

MTR (mass transit railway) 
   

EEEnnnvvviiirrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt                                                                                                                                                               KEYWORDS 
 

1.     Urgent need for waste water treatment     waste water treatment 

2. An other break-through for eco-sanitation in South West China   eco-sanitation,Swiss Re 

3. Nationwide War on Pollutants Expands       ollutants control 

4. Foreign Investment Encouraged in Environment Protection    Foreign Investment  

Environment Protection 

5. China to Create Powerful New Energy Agency Headed by Top Economic Planner  
New Energy Agency oversee 

6. China still faced with hard work in dams flood control    flood-prevention,  

dams safety problems 

7. China's first LNG fueled power plant operational     LNG (liquefied natural gas) 

 fueled generators 

8. China risks becoming world hi-tech waste bin     electronic waste 

9. China Ratifies Protocol on Biosafety        Cartagena Protocol,  

10. First Report on Environmental Issues Published     Yangtze River,  

Yellow River, Huaihe River 

11. Glacier on Tibet-Qinghai Plateau Melting Fast     Sichuan, Yunnan, Tibet, 2050 

12. China's Nuclear Power Capacity Set to Quadruple by 2020    nuclear power plants 

13. High quality gas flow found in test well      Sichuan, potential 

14. Three Gorges Project generates 10 bln kwh of electricity    Yangze, 3 Gorges, investment 

15. Expert: Protected birds' death a mystery      bar-headed geese, bird flu 
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16. Floods and drought warning for summer      floods, drought 

17. Survey: Emissions pollute farm fields      lead, wheat , expressways 

18. Environment of "roof of the world" under threat      Tibet, rivers, grassland, glaciers 

19. China's energy consumption no threat to the world     oil consumption, circular economy 

CPPCC 

20. China gains rich experience in nuclear power construction    power plants,  

ratio of nuclear power 
   

HHHeeeaaalllttthhh                              KEYWORDS 
 

1. China takes emergency measures to prevent spread of bird flu    bird flu   

2. AIDS Vaccine 2nd Phase Begins Human Tests     AIDS Vaccine, Human Tests 

3. New drug gives heart to patients       heart attacks, cancer, Switzerland 

4. Poultry gets bird flu vaccine in Qinghai plateau     bird flu vaccine, Qinghai 

5. China strictly controls brain surgery for eliminating drug addiction   drug addiction, brain surgery 

6. Beijing reports 26,000 drug addicts        registration of drug addicts 

7. Breakthrough Made in Anti-SARS Medicine      rhubarb, influenza  

   
AAAccctttiiivvviiittteeesss   cccooommmiiinnnggg   uuuppp   sssoooooonnn   
   
June 5, 2005 
The 9th China Int’l Environmental Protection Exhibition and Conference-CIEPEC 2005 
City: Beijing 
Contact: Mr.Zhu Qinxue, Tel: 010-68394581, Fax: 010-68393748 
Caepi@public3.bta.net.cn 
 
June 2005 
2005 China International Nano Science and Technology Seminar 
City: Beijing 
Contact:  Tel: 010-62652123  Fax: 010-62653690  wangqx@iccas.ac.cn 
 
July 8, 2005 
Bioenergy Future Group Summer Expert Workshop and Mini-Expo “Bioenergy and Land Stewardship in China” 
City: Hangzhou 

Contact: accstaff@accstrategy.org  
Website: http://www.accstrategy.org 
 
July 13-15, 2005 
International Exhibition on Municipal Solid Waste Treatment Technology and Equipments 2005 
Venue: Beijing International Convention Center 
Contact: Mr. Liu, Ms. Li  
Tel: 0086-10-68529180                Fax: 0086-10-68529178 
Email: cause@public.bta.net.cn 
 
August 11-13, 2005 

mailto:wangqx@iccas.ac.cn
mailto:accstaff@accstrategy.org
mailto:cause@public.bta.net.cn
http://www.accstrategy.org
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The 8th China International Water Technical Equipment Exhibition and Seminar 
Venue:  China National Agriculture Exhibition Center (Beijing) 
Contact: Liu xing 
Cell phone: 0086-13522963927  Tel: 0086-10-64462754 
Fax: 0086-10-64462264 
Email: nikxx@163.com 
 
August 11-13, 2005 
The 5th China International Biotechnology and Industrialization Exhibition and Conference 
The 5th China International Assay, Biochemical and Laboratory Equipment Exhibition 
Venue: Beijing Agriculture Exhibition Center 
Contact: Tu Piaoyang 
Cellphone : 13811496838                               Tel :010-85430906 
Email : bio-china@163.com                           www.biochina.net.cn 
 
September 14-16, 2005 
Water & Membrane China (Beijing) 2005 
Venue: China World Trade Center, Beijing, China 
Contact: Ms. Elaine PAN / Mr. Julius ZHU 
Tel:86-10-64433465 
Fax:86-10-64433465 
E-mail: 2000@membranes.com.cn 
 
September 25-29, 2005 
7th World Congress on 3R (with Exhibition) 
Venue: Beijing Friendship Hotel 
Contact: Prof.Dr.Huizhou Liu 
Tel: 86-10-62554264   Fax : 86-10-62561822 
Email : hzliu@home.ipe.ac.cn 
 
September 26-28, 2005 
The 2nd Internatinal Conference and Exposition on the Modernization fo Traditional Chinese Medicine 
Venue: Chengdu  
Contact :http://www.icetcm.com/en/index.aspx 
 
November 1-4, 2005 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Venue: Hangzhou 
Contact : Mr. Bing Zhu   International Coordinator Secretariat of 2005CERSD 
Tel:   0571-85106941          Fax: 0571-85172009     
Email:   2005cersd@163.com                                                            http://www.2005cersd.org.cn 
 
June 28-30, 2006 
Wind Power Asia 2006- The 3rd Asian Wind Power Exhibition and Conference 
Venue: China World Trade Centre 
Tel: 86-10-68360959, 68360575 
Fax: 86-10-68360949 
Email: marcowang@unique-expo.com 
 
 
   
   
EEEnnnvvviiirrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt---rrreeelllaaattteeeddd   iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll   ttteeennndddeeerrrsss   aaannnddd   iiinnnvvveeessstttmmmeeennnttt   oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniiitttiiieeesss:::   
 
 
english.cepi.com.cn/homepage/homepage.jsp 

mailto:nikxx@163.com
mailto:bio-china@163.com
mailto:2000@membranes.com.cn
mailto:hzliu@home.ipe.ac.cn
mailto:2005cersd@163.com
mailto:marcowang@unique-expo.com
http://www.icetcm.com/en/index.aspx
http://www.2005cersd.org.cn
http://english.cepi.com.cn/homepage/homepage.jsp
http://www.biochina.net.cn
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CCCooonnntttaaacccttt   
 
 
Patrick Freymond 
Counsellor, Head of Science, Technology, Environment, Health, Project Financing 
Embassy of Switzerland in the People’s Republic of China 
Tel +86 10 6532 2736 ext 311 
Mobile +86 1380 1113577 
eMail: patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch  
www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 
 
 
Science & Technology 
 
 
China wins 7, Indonesia 4 golds in Asian Physics Olympiad  
  

(www.chinaview.cn , 2005-05-02) 
JAKARTA, May 2 (Xinhuanet) -- Host team Indonesia won four of the 14 gold medals on offer in the sixth Asian 
Physics Olympiad (APHO) in the Sumatra province of Riau, with China finishing top with seven gold medals, a local 
newspaper reported Monday.  
 
Two other gold medals went to Thailand while Chinese Taipei won one gold medal, reported The Jakarta Post.  
 
The overall title in the competition was won by Chinese student Fang Li, while the best in the theory category was 
won by Lin Yi Hsun and best in experimentation to Lin Han Hsuan, both from Chinese Taipei.  
 
The test subjects were prepared by a team comprised of scientists from local universities -- the University of 
Indonesia, Gadjah Mada University and the Bandung Institute of Technology.  
 
Minister of National Education Bambang Sudibyo said he hoped the Olympiad's winners would play a significant role 
in developing technology and science, especially in Asia.  
 
The Olympiad, which was opened by Vice President Jusuf Kalla on April 26, had 118 participants from 18 countries 
and regions.  
 
 
 
China crafts science, technology blueprint in 15 years 
                 (Xinhua, 2005-05-10) 
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao presided over a meeting here Tuesday to study and discuss a draft plan for medium 
and long-term national scientific and technological development.  
 
The plan makes an analysis of China's status quo in science and technology, articulates development guidelines, 
strategic goals and the overall deployment of the country's science and technology for the coming 15 years.  
 
It points out the major tasks in these fields, working out policies and measures for scientific and technological reform, 
establishing an innovation system and protecting science and technology.  
 
The draft work started in June 2003, with more than 2,000 experts from several departments, including the Ministry 
of Science and Technology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy of Engineering, involved.  
 
Tuesday's meeting basically approved the draft plan, but decided to collect ideas and suggestions from various 
sectors for its further improvement. 

mailto:patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
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Forum produces high-tech consensus with EU 
                         (China Daily, 2005-05-13) 

Information technology, biotechnology and nanotechnology will beat the forefront of future scientific co-operation 
between China and the European Union (EU).  

The plan was announced on Friday in a joint declaration, in which the two sides agreed to follow through on their 
strategic partnership by deepening co-operation in research and technological development.  

Dubbing the agreement a "knowledge-based" strategic partnership, China's Minister of Science and Technology Xu 
Guanhua and EU Commissioner for Science and Technology Janez Potocnik announced the declaration at the 
conclusion of a two-day forum on science and technology strategy. The meeting was part of joint China-EU 
celebrations marking the 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties.  

In the declaration, specific objectives included increasing public and private investment in co-operation projects, 
promoting a scientific culture and ensuring protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR).  

The two sides agreed that further co-operation will be based on the guiding principle of ensuring mutual interest and 
overall balance between China and Europe.  

"In a world that is global, the best way to increase innovation is for China and Europe to actively and collaboratively 
engage with each other," the declaration stated.  

Along with the declaration, the two sides also made public a further paper, identifying joint social development 
difficulties China and the EU face in the coming years.  

To ensure sustainable development, both are interested in technologies concerned with environmental protection, 
information and communication, food and agriculture, transportation, urbanization and health.  

"We share many joint development and research priorities and that's the basis for deeper co-operation," said Xu.  

3G co-operation  

At the forum, research circles and business representatives agreed that China and the EU share great potential for 
the development of third generation (3G) wireless communication technology.  

Wu Hequan, vice-president of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, said the Chinese Government has placed a 
high priority on research into 3G wireless communications.  

He said partnership between EU and China research organizations and companies had already been set up. "We 
want to see a wider range of international co-operation in this area," Wu added.  

With about 350 million cellphone users in China, the country is a huge market for information and telecommunication 
sectors.  

Siemens China president Richard Hausmann echoed Wu's suggestion and said his company has already been 
involved in readying 3G for the Chinese market.  

"We have also already invested in 4G wireless communication technology research as China's mobile use is still 
rising steadily," said Hausmann. 

 
 
Biotechnology could sustain economy, gov't told 
                     (China Daily , 2005-05-23) 

Biotechnology-related industry is being hailed as a new engine to sustain China's economic miracle in the years to 
come, a high-profile research team has told the government.  
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Claiming Chinese scientists at home and abroad are taking the lead in the world's "sunrise" industry, the team is 
confident that China can become a powerhouse of international biotechnology within 15 years.  

The team, headed by staff from the National Development and Reform Commission, suggested in its final report that 
the government should increase its support for the research and application of biotechnology, mainly in agriculture 
and health.  

Labelling the suggestions a "new national development strategy," the team intends to include them in the 11th (2006-
10) National Economic and Social Development Plan and the National Medium- and Long-term Science and 
Technology Blueprint.  

Hundreds of researchers and officials have already been involved in mapping out the two national plans.  

The team's leading adviser Zhai Huqu said the government should encourage scientists and researchers to attempt 
to make breakthroughs with their own patents.  

"We have a solid foundation from which to work towards realizing the goals," said Zhai, president of the Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences.  

He said China was one of the world's heavyweights in biotechnology. "We are only behind the United States by five 
to 10 years in terms of overall research and development capacity."  

China has almost 200 major biotechnology laboratories funded by governments at various levels, with more than 
40,000 technological and research personnel. It also has some of the richest and most diverse biological resources 
in the world, with about 260,000 varieties of animals, plants and microbes.  

"By using the resources, we have already made breakthroughs in some fields in the past two decades," said Zhang 
Xiaoqiang, vice-minister of the National Development and Reform Commission.  

China has contributed in the international human genome project and independently completed the sequence for 
gene groups of a hybrid rice.  

It was also the first country to locate and clone a gene causing high-frequency nerve deafness and some genes 
responsible for hereditary diseases. And research into anti-pest cotton has reached international levels.  

To continue the momentum, Zhang said China would focus its research workforce and input on biotechnology-based 
agricultural and health industries, which are essential to the 1.3 billion people in China.  

But there are still problems in research and development input and the industrialization of research results.  

Chen Zhu, vice-president of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, said the government's total investment in R&D 
accounted for 1.3 per cent of gross domestic production in 2004.  
 
 
 
World's Largest Hi-tech Experience Center 

             (Chinanews, 2005-05-20) 
 

Huang Guangyu, known as the richest man in China, announced in Beijing Thursday that his company -- Beijing 
Gome Real Estate Co Ltd -- would invest as much as three billion yuan (US$8 million) in establishing the world's 
largest "Hi-tech Experience Center" in the Central Business District (CBD) of the new district of Fengtai Science Park 
Headquarter in south Beijing.  
 
In April, Huang Guangyu won the bid of right to use a 353,900-square-meter plot in the CBD at a cost of 805 million 
yuan (US$97 million), making it Beijing's biggest bidding and auction project in 2005. The plot is expected to be 
utilized to build the "Global Hi-tech Experience Center," a landmark of the best architectural quality in south Beijing, 
with an investment of over three billion yuan.  
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The project will include a large shopping mall, an international apartment hotel, a conference and exhibition center 
and other supporting facilities. Upon completion, 
the Center will be able to meet the living and consumption demands of nearly 500,000 senior business executives 
and neighboring residents. Moreover, its business will radiate to Bohai Sea economic zones and even the whole 
country.  
  
The most eye-catching part of the Center is that there will spring up on the plot an over-100,000-square-meter 
"Global Hi-tech Experience Center of Electronics Products and Electrical Appliances," the largest o f its kind in the 
world. It will create a platform for displays of the most advanced electronics products and electrical appliances for the 
most well-known manufacturers and consumers in the world. Besides, a 30,000-square-meter Gome shopping mall 
of electrical appliances and audio-video products will be built in close connection with the Experience Center and will 
become the biggest flagship shop among Gome's chain stores.  
  
 
 
China, Holland to Build Biomedical and Information School 

                       (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-05-12) 
 
China and Holland will cooperate on a biomedical and information engineering school on the campus of Northeast 
University of China in Shenyang, capital of northeast China's Liaoning Province, according to an agreement signed 
Wednesday.  
  
The university will be jointly built by Northeast University of China, Holland Eindhoven University of Technology, the 
Neusoft Group and Royal Philips Electronics.  
  
The school will train students in basic medicine and biology and modern bio-techniques, bio-information and 
computer science.  
  
The school will enroll 1,000 students, 40 percent of whom will be post-graduate students, said He Jicheng, President 
of Northeast University of China.  
  
Establishment of the school will boost the development of bio- technology and life sciences industry in China, said 
Frank Baaijens, representative of Holland Eindhoven University of Technology.  
 
 
   
China begins to make fuel injectors with its own IP 

         (People’s Daily , 2005-05-08) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/08/eng20050508_183972.html 
 

 
Airbus to create its 4th major engineering center in China 
                                 (Xinhua, 2005-05-10) 
www.10thnpc.org.cn/english/scitech/127552.htm 
 
 
 
New maglev makes debut in northeastern China   
                      (People’s Daily, 2005-05-12) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/12/eng20050512_184746.html 
 
 
 

http://english.people.com.cn/200505/08/eng20050508_183972.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/12/eng20050512_184746.html
http://www.10thnpc.org.cn/english/scitech/127552.htm
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Scientists find enols as intermediates in hydrocarbon oxidation 
                     (People’s Daily , 2005-05-18) 

www.irdc.ia.ac.cn/cistc/english/info/ShowInfo.asp?id=36214 

 
Genome Finding to Help Fight Crop Disease 
 

    (Shenzhen Daily May 20, 2005) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/129420.htm 
   
   
HK Scientists Win Int'l Award with AI Software 

            (Xinhua News Agency April 28, 2005) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/127186.htm 
 
   
   
Environment  
 
Urgent need for waste water treatment 
                         (China Daily, 2005-05-09) 
HARBIN: Only 10 per cent of the waste water in Northeast China's Heilongjiang Province is being treated because of 
a lack of processing plants. 

More than 40 species of fish are said to have disappeared from local rivers in recent years because of the pollution.  

Statistics show that many of the cities in China do not have any waste water processing plants and nearly half of the 
plants in the country are not running smoothly.  

But the good news is that a new treatment plant is on the way to Heilongjiang Province.  

Pipelines are being laid along the Songhua River in Harbin, the provincial capital, in preparation.  

The new plant, when it begins operating next year, will be able to process 325,000 tons of sewage each day.  

Then, it is hoped, the quality of the river water will improve, with a treatment rate of 60 per cent or more. Yan 
Weiliang, director of the Pollution Control Department of the Heilongjiang Provincial Environment Protection Bureau, 
said: "At present, only 10 per cent of the waste water of the province can be treated."  

According to the "Report of the Environment Condition of Heilongjiang Province of 2004," water and air in the 
province remain heavily polluted, especially in urban areas.  

Most rivers and reservoirs in the province are polluted to varying degrees, while the lower reaches of rivers near 
cities are heavily polluted.  

Eleven major cities in the province together contribute more than 80 per cent of industrial waste water and more than 
90 per cent of waste water from residents.  

Harbin alone produces nearly 1 million tons of waste water per day. Most of it flows directly into the Songhua River, 
which traverses the city from west to east, without any treatment whatsoever.  

The city currently has only one waste processing plant, which can process 325,000 tons per day, about 30 per cent 
of the total amount.  

http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/129420.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/127186.htm
http://www.irdc.ia.ac.cn/cistc/english/info/ShowInfo.asp?id=36214
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Xue Jun from the Fishery Department of the Harbin Municipal Agriculture Commission said 79 species of fish could 
be found in the river a decade ago.  

However, that figure had dropped to 34 according to a survey in August 2000.  

"The situation must be even worse now," he added.  

Yan said he hoped the lack of waste water processing plants was also an opportunity because the demand to treat 
waste water must be met.  

 
 
An other break-through for eco-sanitation in South West China 
 

                            (Yunnan Environment Development Institue, 2005-05-09) 
 
On 2nd May 2005 SwissRe, a world leading reinsurance company based in Zurich, awarded their Annual 
“International ReSource Award for Sustainable Watershed Management” to two projects having eco-sanitation as the 
main thrust for protecting precious water resources at a ceremony in Rueschlikon, Switzerland. 
 
The Award carried a prize money of US $ 50,000 each for the successful projects, one from Equador and the second 
from Yunnan Province. The prize was awarded to an innovative project proposal: “Puzhehei Upper Watershed Eco-
Sanitation Project, Yunnan Province, China” to protect the lake from pollution by human activities around the lake, 
particularly household and animal waste as well as from the activities of a tourist complex. 
 
On behalf of Yunnan Environmental Development Institute (YEDI), a locally based NGO, Mr. Henry Voigt received 
the award in Switzerland. Co-sponsoring the successful project proposal is the Yunnan Environmental Protection 
Bureau (YEPB), the provincial authority for environmental protection. 
 
The proposal focused on dry, urine-diverting toilets, both in village households and tourist complex, grey water 
management, development of a locally adapted solid waste collection biogas development and reduction of lake 
pollution by agriculture and horticulture. It will be implemented by the local people under the guidance of the Qiubei 
County Environmental Protection Bureau and the Puzhehei Lake Management Committee. 
 
After initial successful experiences with ecosan toilets in Guangxi province as well as in the greater Kunming area, 
this new project will give even more impetus to the introduction of ecosan principles in the regional and local 
planning, showing that this principle is widely accepted when local conditions are taken into consideration. 
 
For further details and more information on the project, please contact Henry Voigt under yedi@vip.km169.net 
 
 
 
Nationwide War on Pollutants Expands   

           (China Daily May 23, 2005) 

China will tighten the crackdown on the use of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), the State Environment 
Protection Administration (SEPA) has pledged.  

The State Council has just approved the setting-up of a national work group to co-ordinate the country's efforts to 
implement the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, said Wang Jirong, vice-director of SEPA, at a 
meeting on Friday to mark the fourth anniversary of China's signing of the Stockholm Convention.  

The 12 priority pollutants addressed in the global treaty include pesticides such as DDT and Mirex, industrial 
chemicals and unintentional by-products such as Dioxins and Furans.  

The pollutants take a long time to degrade and can be transported by air, water or in the food chain, threatening 
human health and the environment.  

mailto:yedi@vip.km169.net
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The group will be responsible for examining policies, standards, laws and regulations related to pollutant control in 
China. It is made up of 11 government departments.  

"The control of these pollutants should run through their whole life cycle: through production, circulation, utilization, 
imports and exports, storage, waste disposal and substitute development, so co-ordinated efforts from different 
government departments is essential," said Wang.  

The work group has its office in SEPA, which will be responsible for daily affairs and international liaison.  

"The Chinese Government has made a strong commitment to eliminate pollutants and has achieved substantial 
progress in the implementation of the convention," Wang said.  

She also said addressing pollutant-related environmental problems was a big challenge for China because of a lack 
of information, technology and funding.  

According to the convention, China is expected to hand in a concrete scheme of implementation by November 11, 
2006.  

To meet the deadline, China is drawing up and improving the scheme as fast as possible, working out the new 
standards required by the convention in various industries.  

China is also looking into finding alternatives to pollutants that are already in extensive use.  

On May 23, 2001, the Stockholm Convention on POPs was ratified by 127 countries and opened for signature, the 
first step in their eradication.  

Vice-Director of SEPA Zhu Guangyao signed the Convention on behalf of the Chinese Government.  

The convention was ratified by the National People's Congress, China's top legislature, on June 25, 2004, and came 
into force in China in December last year.  

The convention requires that all parties take necessary legal and administrative measures to prohibit and eliminate 
the production and use of intentionally produced POPs.  

"Despite the challenges, we are committed to fully implementing the Stockholm Convention as it benefits both human 
health and the environment of the world," SEPA Vice-Director Wang Jirong said.  

 

Foreign Investment Encouraged in Environment Protection 

           (Xinhua News Agency May 19, 2005) 

China will work to allure more investment from overseas to boost its recycling economy and help develop a pollutant-
free new energy, a senior environmental-protection official said in Beijing Wednesday. 

"China will introduce a diversified investment mechanism to absorb foreign investment as governmental input is 
inadequate," Deputy Director General Pan Yue of the State Environmental Protection Administration said at the 
Fortune Global Forum, which ended Wednesday afternoon. 

So far, the financial input of the Chinese government on environmental protection is only one percent of the country's 
total gross domestic output. Experts hold that the proportion should be at least 1.5 percent in order to improve the 
present situation. 
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Giving a long list of multinationals engaged in China's environmental protection business, Pan encouraged foreign 
companies to invest in this sector that took in a total revenue of 250 billion yuan last year, about 30.23 billion US 
dollars. 

"China's environmental protection sector is predicted to generate revenue of 300 billion yuan (36.28 billion US dollars) 
this year. By 2010, the number is expected to hit 500 billion yuan (60.46 billion US dollars), which will present an 
excellent opportunity for foreign companies with advanced technology," he said. 

As many experts predict that coal will continue to be China's dominant energy source for the next 10 to 20 years, 
Pan said the Chinese government will not pinch pennies to develop a pollutant-free substitute energy. 

The Chinese government will also take a series of substantial measures including pricing, taxation and fiscal polices 
to make better use of private capital and to facilitate the utilization of new energy, he said.  
 
 
 
China to Create Powerful New Energy Agency Headed by Top Economic Planner 
 

          (By Associated Press,  May 02, 2005) 
 
SHANGHAI, China — China, struggling to cope with surging demand for power and soaring oil imports, has created 
a powerful new agency to oversee its energy sector, the government said Friday.  
 
The new agency should help China set uniform policies, the official Xinhua News Agency reported. Energy demand 
has skyrocketed as China's economy has boomed, and the communist leadership views the growing dependence on 
imported oil and gas as a risk to national security.  
 
China's top economic planner, Ma Kai, will lead the new office for energy, which will report to the Cabinet, the official 
Xinhua News Agency reported. Reports said the office would oversee China's foreign gas and oil acquisitions and 
manage the coal supplies that provide two-thirds of its power.  
 
The new agency replaces a less influential government bureau that has been criticized for failing to prevent chronic 
power shortages and effectively curbing severe pollution.  
 
"Since China dissolved the Ministry of Energy in 1993, there has been a need for an authoritative institution to make 
energy policy and plans for the country," Xinhua said.  
 
China's energy sector has been divided between various ministries and state-run corporations, which has prevented 
effective coordination and makes enforcement of policies nearly impossible.  
 
Earlier reports said Ma's deputies at the new office would include Xu Dingming, head of the Energy Bureau, and Ma 
Fucai, who resigned as general manager of China's biggest oil company, China National Petroleum Corp., after a 
gas field accident in 2003 killed 243 people.  
 
 
 
China still faced with hard work in dams flood control 

         (Xinhua News Agency, May 9, 2005) 
LANZHOU, May 10 (CEIS) -- Numerous dams in China are faced with a serious flood-prevention situation as many 
areas of the country have entered the flood season, said China's Water Resources Minister Wang Shucheng in a 
teleconference held here on May 9. 
 
Wang warned that nearly 30,000 reservoirs have safety problems, including worsening seepage and dams in danger 
of collapsing because of aging or substandard design. 
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There also have been a lack of sound management mechanisms and preparation for possible flooding for many 
small reservoirs, including a lack of early-warning systems and communications facilities, said the minister. 
 
The minister, also deputy chief of the National Flood Prevention and Drought Control Headquarters, said it is vital for 
local officials to ensure those reservoirs get through the flood season "safe and sound." 
 
The headquarters, which coordinates the country's flood prevention and control efforts, has ordered local 
governments to be better prepared, including assigning principal officials to oversee the flood control efforts. 
 
The headquarters has urged local officials to make sure that large and key medium-sized reservoirs do not overflow 
during this flood season, and that other medium-sized and smaller ones will not collapse in floods that fall within their 
control capacity. 
 
 
"Officials concerned will be held responsible for safety accidents involving reservoirs," said the minister. 
 
 

China's first LNG fueled power plant operational 

                         (People’s Daily, May 10, 2005) 

China's first LNG (liquefied natural gas) fueled generators has been put into operation in Shenzhen.  

The generators with capacity of 250,000 kilowatts are powered by some 200 tons of LNG per day. When running in 
full capacity at the end of this month, 600,000 cubic meters of LNG will be needed a day to produce 3.5 million 
kilowatts/hours in 16 hours.  

The LNG used in the project is transported to Shenzhen from Xinjiang. The distance is 4300 kilometers.  

The power plant is built and run by Shenzhen Meishi Group.  

 
 

China risks becoming world hi-tech waste bin 
                        (People’s Daily, May 24, 2005) 

China has become a major dumping ground for electronic waste and risks becoming the world's high-tech waste bin, 
posing hazards for people and the environment, Greenpeace warned.  
As much as 4,000 tonnes of toxic e-waste is discarded in the world every hour, equivalent to the weight of 1,000 
elephants, the global environmental group said in a statement on Monday.  
 
While there is no breakdown on how much of the global electronic waste ends up in China, Greenpeace said the 
country was a favorite dumping ground, with many of the world's electronic products being made there.  
 
Although China has banned electronic waste from being imported, companies still export the waste there illegally 
while a lot more is generated domestically, said Greenpeace campaigner Yue Yihua.  
 
"The proportion coming domestically is increasing but there is still waste coming from overseas," Yue said.  
 
Most of the waste that is imported comes from the developed world, destinations such as the United States, Europe 
and Japan, the environmentalist group said.  
 
Greenpeace said it was conducting investigations into scrap yards in China and other Asian countries, where it has 
found people taking the e-waste apart by hand and exposing themeselves in the process to a cocktail of dangerous 
chemicals.  
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To highlight the problem, Greenpeace China Monday tried to shame electronics companies attending a show in 
Beijing by unveiling a 2.7-metre (8.9-foot) high statue shaped as a wave, built using the companies' electronic waste 
collected from e-waste recycling yards in Guiyu. 
 
 
China Ratifies Protocol on Biosafety   

       (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-05-20) 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129371.htm 

 

First Report on Environmental Issues Published 

         (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-05-23) 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129554.htm 

 

Glacier on Tibet-Qinghai Plateau Melting Fast 

          (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-05-21) 

www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129516.htm 

 

China's Nuclear Power Capacity Set to Quadruple by 2020  

     (People’s Daily, 2005-05-21) 
http://english.people.com.cn/ 200308/28/eng20030828_123251.shtml 

 
High quality gas flow found in test well  

              (People’s Daily, 2005-05-04) 
http://english.sina.com/business/1/2005/0504/29810.html 
 
 
 
Three Gorges Project generates 10 bln kwh of electricity  

              (People’s Daily, May 4, 2005) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/04/eng20050504_183682.html 
 
 
 
 
Expert: Protected birds' death a mystery 

            (China Daily, 2005-05-10) 
www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/ doc/2005-05/10/content_440624.html 
 
 
 
Floods and drought warning for summer 

             (China Daily, 2005-05-09)  
www.climateark.org/articles/reader.asp?linkid=41640 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129371.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129554.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/
http://english.sina.com/business/1/2005/0504/29810.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/04/eng20050504_183682.html
http://www.climateark.org/articles/reader.asp?linkid=41640
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/ doc/2005-05/10/content_440624.html
http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/129516.htm
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Survey: Emissions pollute farm fields 

            (People’s Daily, 2005-05-11) 

http://english.sohu.com/20050511/n225514901.shtml 
 
 
 
Environment of "roof of the world" under threat   

           (People’s Daily, 2005-05-11) 
http://en.tibet.cn/news/wib/t20050513_29375.htm 
 
 
 
China's energy consumption no threat to the world  

           (People’s Daily, 2005-05-17) 

http://english.people.com.cn/200505/17/eng20050517_185438.html 

 
       
China gains rich experience in nuclear power construction 

           (People’s Daily, 2005-05-19) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/19/eng20050519_185754.html 
 
 
 
 
Health 
 

China takes emergency measures to prevent spread of bird flu   

   (Xinhua, 2005-05-22)  

The Chinese Ministry of Agriculture(MOA) Saturday required the whole country to take emergency measures to curb 
further spreading bird flu shortly after they confirmed that the reported death of migratory birds in West China's 
Qinghai Province was caused by the deadly bird flu virus.  

The ministry said the national bird flu reference laboratory confirmed that the latest death of migratory birds in 
Niannaisuoma village, in Gangcha County of Qinghai Province, reported on May 4 was caused by the deadly H5N1 
strain of the bird flu virus.  

Sources from the MOA confirmed that some migratory birds had been killed by the virus migrated from Southeast 
Asia.  

According to the national bird flu reference laboratory, different from that spreading in China, the bird flu virus 
detected in southeast Asia is more deadly and possibly contains a gene for human contraction.  

To bar the further spread of the deadly bird flu virus, the MOAhas asked the whole country to pay keen attention to 
the new confirmed cases of migratory birds and to take effective measures to curb possibly spreading the epidemic.  

The MOA asked veterinarian institutions across China to contact local forestry departments to know about 
the species and territory of migratory birds in their regions to improve emergency projects and to take prevention 
and control measures.  

http://english.sohu.com/20050511/n225514901.shtml
http://en.tibet.cn/news/wib/t20050513_29375.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/17/eng20050517_185438.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/19/eng20050519_185754.html
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The ministry noted that all regions should take essential quarantine measures, prohibiting people to enter the 
habitats of migratory birds, and stop contact with poultry. Disinfecting measures should be taken effectively to stem 
the spreading of the virus.  

Everyone in the country should enhance monitoring for the epidemic and improve their early-warning system, noted 
the ministry.  

Habitats and routes of migratory birds and regions covered by rivers and lakes, or frequented by water fowl should 
be taken as the major monitoring points. If spotted, abnormal diseases or deaths among migratory birds should be 
reported as soon as possible.  

The ministry has also called for taking compulsory immunity measures on poultry with habitats and routes of 
migratory birds and the nearby regions as well as large poultry farms as the emphasis.  

According to the ministry, scientific knowledge and measures should be popularized and taken in the move of bird flu 
prevention and control around the country.  

Furthermore, as the prevention and control work for the highly deadly bird flu virus is so arduous and important, it 
should be taken under the joint efforts of all related departments and institutions, said the ministry.  

According to the MOA, there have been no reports of the disease spotted in Qinghai spreading to human beings or 
fowl.  

Qinghai took emergency measures by closing off spots to prevent people and fowl from contacting wild birds. 
Quarantine measures have also been adopted.  

Since China has a mature bird flu diagnosis, monitoring and prevention system, people need not be too worried but 
should be confident that the new cases can be brought under control as effective measures have been taken by the 
government, said Cui Shangjin, an expert from the national bird flu reference laboratory.  

This is the first report of H5N1 virus detected in China since the country successfully brought 50 cases of 
bird flu under control last year.  

From January 27 to March 16, China reported 49 confirmed bird flu cases in 16 provinces, municipalities or 
autonomous regions of the country. With measures taken by China's governments at all levels, the deadly virus was 
curbed in over one month.  

The 15th case reported last July in east China's Anhui Province was successfully brought under control pretty soon, 
too. All those cases had no human contraction in China.  
 
 
 
AIDS Vaccine 2nd Phase Begins Human Tests 

            (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-05-15) 

Six volunteers received inoculation with a cocktail of China's newest experimental AIDS vaccines Saturday in 
Nanning, capital of south China's Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, marking a new development of China's 
clinical research of the AIDS vaccines.  

After receiving medical check-ups in the Guangxi Disease Prevention and Control Center, the six volunteers were 
inoculated with the vaccines. The volunteers will receive another three injections in the coming three months, said 
Chen Jie, vice director of the center.  

The latest round of AIDS vaccine research was launched after a two-month observation of six groups of volunteers 
who received inoculation with the vaccines.  

Another group of 21 volunteers will receive inoculation in the about three months, Chen said, adding that the 
research report and the statistics data of first-phase clinical practice are expected to come out by the end of this year.  
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To date, a total of 34 volunteers in seven groups have been injected with the vaccines.  

The clinical research of the AIDS vaccines will be phased into three parts and the first part will last 14 months. The 
second part can start only after research result of the first part passes the expert appraisal by the State Food and 
Drug Supervision Administration.  

With the first AIDS case reported in 1985, China now has an estimated 840,000 HIV carriers and AIDS patients, 
according to the central government.  

In 2004, the number of newly reported AIDS patients and people who died from the disease continued to rise. The 
death toll from AIDS ranked fourth among the country's infectious diseases.  
  
 
 
New drug gives heart to patients 

          (China Daily, 2005-05-12) 
 
Cardiovascular patients now have a greater chance of surviving heart attacks after Chinese scientists developed a 
new drug which quickly dissolves blood clots and returns circulation to normal.  
 
Clinical trials have found that more than 80 per cent of patients recover if they are injected with 10 milligrams of the 
drug within six hours of suffering a heart attack, according to Wang Jiaxun, a professor with the Shanghai Institute of 
Plant Physiology of Chinese Academy of Sciences.  
 
The new drug was one of the achievements made during the 10th Five-Year Plan (2001-05), the Ministry of Science 
and Technology announced at a news conference yesterday in Beijing.  
 
Over the past five years, the ministry has mobilized scientists to develop new drugs with independent patents and 
technology, in order to gradually phase out the imitation of foreign drugs.  
 
The drug (Recombination Staphylokinase for Injection) has been given the green light for mass production by the 
State Food and Drug Administration (SFDA). Similar drugs in the United States, Japan and Belgium are still 
undergoing clinical studies, said Wang, adding that cardiovascular disease was one of the world's biggest killers.  
 
Statistics show that China has 30 million heart patients, of which 2 million die every year.  
 
Developing drugs to combat heart disease has become a global trend in recent years.  
 
Wang said his team will make further studies into the use of the drug as a preventative measure.  
 
Wang Xiaofang, an official from the Ministry of Science and Technology, said scientists had also developed other 
new drugs for the treatment of cancer and AIDS.  
 
A new anti-cancer drug, developed by Biotech Pharmaceutical Co Ltd, a Sino-Cuban joint venture, has been 
approved by the SFDA. The drug, based on cell engineering and genetic engineering technology, when combined 
with radiotherapy, can improve the curative rate by 30 per cent, said Wang.  
 
Vice-Minister of science and technology Liu Yanhua said China is actively co-operating with Cuba, Switzerland, the 
United States and the Republic of Korea to jointly develop new drugs for treating various diseases.  
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Poultry gets bird flu vaccine in Qinghai plateau 
                   (China Daily, 2005-05-23) 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-05/23/content_444670.htm 
 
 
 
China strictly controls brain surgery for eliminating drug addiction 

              (People’s Daily, 2005-05-08) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/08/eng20050508_183979.html 
 
 
 
Beijing reports 26,000 drug addicts   

    (People’s Daily, 2005-05-12) 
 
www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/128719.htm 
 
 
 
Breakthrough Made in Anti-SARS Medicine 
                    (Xinhua News Agency, 2005-04-29) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/127322.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AAAppppppeeennndddiiixxx:::   bbbaaaccckkkgggrrrooouuunnnddd   
   
 
This newsletter is motivated by the growing cooperation between Switzerland and China in the areas of 
Environment, Science and Technology, and Health. 
 
At the end of 2003, both countries have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen scientific and 
technological cooperation in varied areas including medicine, biotechnology, nanomaterial, fuel cell, 
microsystems, environment protection, communication and information technologies, fine machinery. 
Implementation of this MOU requires increased contacts between Swiss and Chinese research teams, and 
ultimately joint research activites. 
 
At the beginning of 2004, Switzerland has become a full participant in the European Union’s FP6 large-scale 
research platform. On the other hand, China has an agreement with FP6 allowing its researchers to take part 
and contribute to research programmes. In practice, this also facilitates joint research between Swiss and 
Chinese researchers. 
 
In the area of environment protection and sustainable development, Switzerland and China are actively 
cooperating with generous support of the Swiss government. In June, Switzerland has granted China a new 
mixed credit line allowing import of Swiss technology with a positive impact on the environment with a grant of 
the Swiss government. 
 
 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-05/23/content_444670.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/200505/08/eng20050508_183979.html
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/127322.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/2005/May/128719.htm

