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IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
   
A few months after China’s State Council announced its important objective to become one of the strongest 
countries in innovation (no 5 by 2020), this topic is currently worming up again. One of the reasons is because many 
university administrators are asking for changes. 
 
One of the objectives is to minimize academic fraud. A recent case (a fake computer chip at the highest level in the 
world, thanks to which the researcher received substantial financial support) boosted the topic. There are regularly 
similar cases, maybe of another scale, where some researchers typically falsify their resume or plagiarize academic 
research. And according to a State Council statistical study, 60% of the researchers had to pay/wanted to pay to 
publish their research.  
 
The ministries of Education and of S&T have both recently announced measures to reduce corruption and violations. 
According to an article (cf. http://chronicle.com/weekly/v52/i37/37a04501.htm), the cheating could by stopped by 
changing a historical reason, namely the fact that high-school students essentially memorize but do not start 
learning who to research and write reports.   
 
Besides the topic of fraud, the topic of international cooperation is also worming up. While China now has the largest 
number of S&T staff, only 2% of the world’s top international scientific organizations have Chinese senior co-leaders, 
as mentioned by the president of the China Association for Science and Technology. During the recent 20th 
anniversary of the important National Natural Science Foundation, the Prime Minister did emphasize the need to 
boost international cooperation. A few days later, the Prime Minister outlined eight tasks to implement the 2020 
objective.  
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1.    China succeeds in maglev train test      maglev train 
     
2.    China begins development of positioning and navigation system for lunar probe 
 lunar probe 
                                                                    
3.    China's high-tech exports and imports rise 32.7 pct in first four months  high-tech trading 
                                                               
4.   China to develop new space transportation system      space technology 
   
5.    Leading Scientist Punished over Chip Research Fraud    Chip Research Fraud  
  
6.    Peking University tops list       Chinese university  
 
7.    China to develop repeatable aerospace transportation technology  space technology 
 
8.    Chinese scientists initiate global research program on "Digital Earth"   research on Digital Earth 
  
9.    Shanghai Govt Plan Sweetens R&D      Sweetens R&D 
 
10.  China Lacks Senior Talents of Science and Technology     China Senior Talents 
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 11.  China's Dependency on Foreign Technology Exceeds 50%   Foreign Technology 
 
 12.  Global Space Scientists to Meet in Beijing in July    Global Space Scientists 
 
13.  China, Italy Jointly Invent Prototype Robotics System for Moon Exploration  Prototype Robotics 

System 
 
14.  Beijing Builds Asia's Largest Biotech Incubator  Asia's Largest Biotech 

Incubator 
 
   111555...       Tasks for Implementing Sci-tech Program Outlined     Sci-tech Program 
   
EEEnnnvvviii rrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        KEYWORDS    
                                     
1.   China's first self-designed nuclear power station starts expansion  nuclear power station 
  
2.   China's largest nuclear generator connected to power grid    nuclear generator  
 
3.   China is world's leading investor in renewable energy    renewable energy  
         
4.   China suffers an annual water shortage of 40 bln cubic meters    China’s water shortage 
                             
5.   No pollution occurs in Songhua River: SEPA      Songhua River pollution 
 
6.   China faces rising temperatures       rising temperatures 
                
7.   Progress Made in Desertification Control      Desertification Control 
 
HHHeeeaaalll ttthhh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                KEYWORDS          
                         
1.   Chinese health official denies cover up of bird flu data    bird flu 
 
222...         China reports outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease    foot-and-mouth disease 
                                         
333...           Health officials warn of soaring smoking deaths in China    soaring smoking deaths 
   
444...             China's elderly population reaches 143 million       elderly population 
   
AAAcccttt iiivvviii ttteeesss   cccooommmiiinnnggg   uuuppp   sssoooooonnn   
   
June 2 - 4, 2006 
The 2006 International Symposium of Computer Assisted Language Learning 
Beijing, China 
http://call2006.fltrp.com/ 
 
June 8 - 9, 2006 
China Power & Alternative Energy Summit 2006 
Beijing, China 
http://www.alt-power.com/en/index.php 
 
June 8- 10, 2006 
Hydrological Sciences for Managing Water Resources in Asian Developing Countries 
Guangzhou, China 

http://call2006.fltrp.com/
http://www.alt-power.com/en/index.php
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http://www.scidev.net/events/index.cfm?fuseaction=readevents&itemid=779&language=1 
 
June 13 - 15, 2006 
Biopharma Opportunities in China 
Shanghai, China 
http://www.drugdisc.com/china 
 
June 13-15, 2006 
Drug Discovery and Development China 
Shanghai, China 
Contact: Ms. Lynn Ng 
Tel: 65 68355107    Fax: 65 67335087 
Email: Lynn.Ng@ibcasia.com.sg   URL: http://www.drugdisc.com/china 
 
June 18 - 21, 2006   
International Symposium on Nanotechnology in Environmental Protection and Pollution 
Venue: The Hong Kong University of Science & Technology 
International Conference Center 
Kowloon, Hong Kong, P.R. China    
  
June 28-30, 2006 
Wind Power Asia 2006- The 3rd Asian Wind Power Exhibition and Conference 
Venue: China World Trade Centre, Beijing, China 
Tel: 86-10-68360959, 68360575   Fax: 86-10-68360949 
Email: marcowang@unique-expo.com 
 
July 31 - August 4, 2006 
The 17th International Symposium of Odonatology 
Hong Kong and Guangdong 
http://www.isohk2006.net 
 
September 4-17, 2006 
International Training Workshop on Technological Innovation for Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises Based on Science and Technology 
Venue: Beijing International Business Incubator 
Tel: 86-10-63729939                                             Fax: 63729939 / 63728448 
Email: zjing@bjibi.org.cn or Cecilia_zhu2003@yahoo.com.cn 
 
September 22 - 25, 2006 
International Society for Gynecologic Endoscopy (ISGE) 10th Regional Meeting 
Beijing, China 
http://www.isge.org/ 
 
September 24-27, 2006 
7th International Symposium on Environment Geochemistry 
Venue: Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Tel: 86-851-5891356                                             Fax: 86-851-5891609 
Email: iseg2006@vip.gyig.ac.cn / liucongqiang@vip.gyig.ac.cn 

http://www.scidev.net/events/index.cfm?fuseaction=readevents&itemid=779&language=1
http://www.drugdisc.com/china
mailto:Lynn.Ng@ibcasia.com.sg
http://www.drugdisc.com/china
mailto:marcowang@unique-expo.com
http://www.isohk2006.net
mailto:zjing@bjibi.org.cn
mailto:Cecilia_zhu2003@yahoo.com.cn
http://www.isge.org/
mailto:iseg2006@vip.gyig.ac.cn
mailto:liucongqiang@vip.gyig.ac.cn
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September 2006 
The 18th Int’l Symposium on Contamination Control & China Int’l Exposition on Contamination 
Control 2006 
Venue: China Int’l Enterprises Co-operative Corp. 
Tel: 86-10-88361773                                               Fax: 86-10-88382248 
 
October 9 - 14, 2006 
Int'l Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems 
Beijing, China 
http://www.iros2006.org 
 
October 23-25, 2006 
4th Food Science International Symposium 
Venue: Xiamen, Fujian, P. R. China 
Contact:  Prof. Sun Shizhong 
Email:     chnfood@chnfood.cn 
 
October 29, 2006 
The 3rd  International Renewable Energy Equipment and tech. Exhibition Conference 
Venue: China’s Int’l Conference Center for S&T, CAST 
Tel: 86-10-62174059                                           Fax: 86-10-62180142 
Email: luyuequan@ciccst.org.cn 
 
November 28, 2006 
2006 Int’l Eco Exposition in Beijing 
Venue: Chinese Society for Environmental Science, CAST 
Tel: 86-10-62210689                                            Fax: 86-10-62210728 
Email: zotao78@163.com 
 
November 2006 
Ecobuild Shanghai 2006 
www.greenshanghai.org 
 
January 15-16, 2007 
The 4th International Workshop on Energy and Environment of Residential Buildings  (IWEERB 2007) 
Venue: Harbin Institute of Technology 
Contact: Mr.Zhi Weiluo 
Tel:  86-0451-898 60889    Fax:  86-0451-8628 2123  
E-mail: iweerb2007@hit.edu.cn 
 
   
EEEnnnvvviii rrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt---rrreeelllaaattteeeddd   iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll    ttteeennndddeeerrrsss   aaannnddd   iiinnnvvveeessstttmmmeeennnttt   oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniii tttiiieeesss:::   
 
english.cepi.com.cn/homepage/homepage.jsp  
  
   
CCCooonnntttaaacccttt 
 

http://www.iros2006.org
mailto:chnfood@chnfood.cn
mailto:luyuequan@ciccst.org.cn
mailto:zotao78@163.com
http://www.greenshanghai.org
mailto:iweerb2007@hit.edu.cn
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Embassy of Switzerland in the People’s Republic of China 
Tel +86 10 6532 2736 ext 311 
eMail: patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch  
www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 
 
Science & Technology 
 
China succeeds in maglev train test 

(Xinhua, 2006-5-1) 
China on Sunday successfully tested a low-to medium-speed magnetic levitation train, the first domestically 
developed one in the country, in Southwest China's Sichuan Province. The test maglev train is 11.2 meters long, 2.6 
meters wide and 3.3 meters high. It ran steadily on a 425-meter-long experimental line in the provincial capital of 
Chengdu. 
 
"The successful test of the train shows that China has mastered the technology of low-to medium-speed maglev 
trains," said Zhang Kunlun, deputy director of the School of Electrical Engineering of the Southwest Jiaotong 
University in Chengdu. The maglev train is developed by a maglev research team of the university, one of China's 
key engineering universities. The cost of this maglev train is low, and is suitable for urban traffic, Zhang said.  

With a weight of 18 tons, the test train can hold 60 people. It can travel at speeds of up to 160 kilometers per hour, 
according to Zhang, also a maglev expert with the Ministry of Science and Technology.  

China is expected to build a 175-kilometer-long maglev railway this year between Shanghai, the country's largest 
metropolis, and Hangzhou, a famous tourist destination and capital of East China's Zhejiang Province.  
 
China begins development of positioning and navigation system for lunar probe 

(People's Daily Online 2006-05-11) 

A key project of China's Natural Science Funds, "Research of fundamental theory and key technology for modeling, 
sensoring, navigation and control of the lunar probe system" was inaugurated in Institute of Intelligent Machines, 
CAS on Wednesday. The project was ratified in Dec 2005, and will be undertaken by Institute of Intelligent Machines, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), Harbin Institute of Technology and Shenyang Institute of Automation. CAS.  

Aiming to develop the positioning and navigation system for the lunar probe, the project sets forth the computation of 
the control of soft landing of the lunar explorer, positioning and navigation system based on electronic, light and 
force sensors and wireless sensor network technology, and two-level control strategy comprising remote control and 
regional self-control. In addition, an experiment base made up of numeric model, multimedia simulation, 
experimental ground and simulated lunar surface, will give full support to the moon probe project.  

The project, headed by Institute of Intelligent Machines, CAS, is to be completed in four years.  
 
China's high-tech exports and imports rise 32.7 pct in first four months 

(Xinhua, 2006-05-17) 
China's exports and imports of high-tech products rose 32.7 percent in the first four months of this year to reach 
155.35 billion U.S. dollars, according to the Ministry of Commerce.  
The growth rate of high-tech trade was 8.7 percentage points higher than that of China's foreign trade sector in the 
first four months, said the ministry.  

China exported high-tech products worth 21.97 billion U.S. dollars in April, a year-on-year rise of 30.9 percent. The 
high-tech imports came to 20.38 billion U.S. dollars in April, up 25 percent, the ministry said.  

Statistics with the General Administration of Customs show that China's foreign trade volume was 514.72 billion U.S. 
dollars in the January-April period, up 24 percent year-on-year.  
 

mailto:patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
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China to develop new space transportation system   

(CNS, 2006-05-19) 
Wu Yansheng, head of the China Academy of Launch Vehicle Technology, said on an "innovation of Beijing" summit 
of Beijing's social and natural science experts on May 17 that China would develop its space transportation 
technology by three steps and independently research and develop a new space transportation system.  
 
Wu stated that the three-step development strategy is, firstly, to improve the existing one-off carrier rocket to meet 
the launch demand of actual load including satellites at home and abroad. The second step is to expedite research 
and development of non-toxic, non-pollution new-generation carrier rockets so as to replace the one-off launchers. 
The last step is to independently develop a new space transportation system and meet the demand of China's space 
development strategy in order to realize the target of space probe and strengthen the overall power of China's space 
industry.  
 
It was learnt from a commander responsible for the launch of Shenzhou spaceships for several times that certain 
toxicity existed in the liquid nitrogen tetraoxide (N2O4) and unsymmetrical dimethyl hydrazine (UDMH) in the 
propellant of Long March series rockets. This toxicity was reduced through combustion and volatilization in the upper 
air. From now on, non-toxic propellants such as kerosene, liquid oxygen, and liquid hydrogen will be adopted, as 
they will only produce non-toxic and non-pollution water after burning. But this is still in experimental stage at 
present.  
 
 
Leading Scientist Punished over Chip Research Fraud 

(Xinhua News Agency, 2006-05-12) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/168482.htm 
 
Peking University tops list 

(China Daily, 2006-05-16) 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/bizchina/2006-05/16/content_590706.htm 
 
China to develop repeatable aerospace transportation technology  

(People's Daily Online, 2006-05-20) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/22/eng20060522_267678.html 
 
Chinese scientists initiate global research program on "Digital Earth"  

 (Xinhua, 2006-05-22) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/22/eng20060522_267511.html 
 
Shanghai Govt Plan Sweetens R&D 

(Shanghai Daily, 2006-05-26) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169500.htm 
 
China Lacks Senior Talents of Science and Technology  

(People's Daily, 2006-05-26) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169489.htm 
 
China's Dependency on Foreign Technology Exceeds 50% 

(Chinanews, 2006-05-26) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169484.htm 
 
Global Space Scientists to Meet in Beijing in July 

(Xinhua News Agency, 2006-05-26) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169537.htm 
 
China, Italy Jointly Invent Prototype Robotics System for Moon Exploration 

(Xinhua News Agency, 2006-05-29) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169700.htm 
 
Beijing Builds Asia's Largest Biotech Incubator  

(Xinhua News Agency, 2006-05-30) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/2006/May/169835.htm 
 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/168482.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/bizchina/2006-05/16/content_590706.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/22/eng20060522_267678.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/22/eng20060522_267511.html
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169500.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169489.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169484.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169537.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169700.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/2006/May/169835.htm
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Tasks for Implementing Sci-tech Program Outlined  

(Xinhua News Agency, 2006-05-30) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169842.htm 
 
 
Environment  
 
China's first self-designed nuclear power station starts expansion 

                              (Xinhua, 2006-4-29) 

China's first self-designed and self-made commercial nuclear power station began another round of expansion 
Friday.  

The No.1 and No.2 units of the second phase of Qinshan nuclear power station, located in east China's Zhejiang 
Province, passed the state technical assessment, while the expansion project of the No.3 and No.4 units officially 
kicked off.  

This marks that China's self-designed large-scale commercial nuclear power generation units are entering a mature 
stage and China has the capability to mass produce such units, said experts.  

The No.1 and No.2 units generated more than 30 billion kilowatt-hour electricity in total, which eased the great 
power supply pressures in east China to a certain extent.  

The source with the station said the major task of the expansion project is to design two 650,000 kilowatt nuclear 
generation units.  

When the expansion completes in five or six years, the total installed capacity of the second phase of the station will 
reach 2.6 million kilowatt with an annual power generation capacity of 18 to 20 billion kilowatt-hour, said Kang Rixin, 
general manager of China Nuclear Industry Group.  

Top Chinese leaders, including Wu Bangguo, Chairman of the National People's Congress Standing Committee, 
Premier Wen Jiabao and Vice-President Zeng Qinghong, respectively sent congratulation letters on the occasion.  

The key to China's nuclear power development lies in raising its innovation capabilities and the training of high-tech 
management personnel, Wu Bangguo said in his letter of congratulation.  

Wen Jiabao called on the station staffs to sum up experience and redouble their efforts to make new contribution to 
China's nuclear power development.  

Zeng Qinghong congratulated the staffs on sticking to innovation in construction.  

Addressing Friday's ceremony, Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan said China will continue to develop its second-generation 
of nuclear power stations and promote construction of new-generation ones. The country will gradually increase the 
proportion of nuclear power in its electricity supply.  

China plans to increase its nuclear power generating capacity to 40 million kw by 2020, aiming to account for 4 
percent of the country's total instalment capacity at that time. Currently less than 2 percent of its electric power come 
from nuclear generation.  

"Safety and quality should be placed above all in nuclear power station construction and operation," Zeng Peiyan 
said, urging on the sector to build the most strict nuclear power safety system in the world.  

Currently China has constructed 11 nuclear power generation units and the total installed capacity reaches 8.7 
million kilowatt.  
 
China's largest nuclear generator connected to power grid  

(Xinhua, 2006-05-14) 
China's largest nuclear power generator has been connected to the national grid, the China National Nuclear 
Corporation (CNNC) announced Saturday.  

http://www.china.org.cn/english/scitech/169842.htm
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The trial launch of the number one generator of Tianwan Nuclear Station in Lianyungang city, Jiangsu Province, 
marked the success of the largest cooperation project between China and Russia.  
 
The generator is expected to go into commercial operation at the end of this year.  
 
The number two generator, which has the same installed capacity of 1.06 megawatts (MW) has been completed and 
is expected to begin generating later this year.  
 
When both are in commercial operation, they are expected to boost China's nuclear power capacity by 30 percent 
from the current seven MW to over 9.1 MW, said a CNNC statement.  
 
The two generators at Tianwan are expected to produce 2.12 MW each year for east China, which boasts the fastest 
economic growth in the country.  
 
The construction of Tianwan Nuclear Power Station began in 1999 and has cost 26.5 billion yuan (3.3 billion US 
dollars). Both generators feature Russian pressurized-water technology.  
 
The connection of the number one generator to the grid reflected the strategic partnership between China and 
Russia, said Sergei Razov, Russia's ambassador to China.  
 
The advanced technology was more secure than most pressurized-water facilities.  
 
The Chinese government is relying on nuclear power to meet the rising energy demands of its booming economy.  
 
In its 11th Five-year Project for economic and social development from 2006 to 2010, the government opted for a 
"positive" nuclear power development strategy. Under the plan, nuclear capacity is to reach 40 MW, accounting for 
four percent of the total national capacity.  
 
China has nine nuclear generators in commercial operation with a total capacity of seven MW, but the potential for 
growth is attracting interest from international firms such as US-based Westinghouse, France's Areva and Russia's 
AtomStroyExport (ASE).  
 
Razov said the two new generators were a sound basis for Russia to participate in more projects in China.  
 
The number three and four generators at Tianwan are still out to tender as part of the second phase of the station.  
 
Safety was the chief principle for Tianwan Nuclear Power Station, said an official with the CNNC. 
 
 
China is world's leading investor in renewable energy 

(Xinhua, 2006-05-17) 

China has become the top investor in renewable energy in the world, experts said Tuesday at the ongoing forum for 
decentralized sustainable energy solutions in China.  

Dr. Eric Martinot, a senior research fellow with the U.S.-based Worldwatch Institute and senior visiting scholar of 
Tsinghua University, said that excluding large hydropower, China invested 6 billion U.S. dollars in renewable energy 
in 2005 out of a global total investment of 38 billion dollars.  

Soaring oil prices have made renewable energy a focus for world investors, said Martinot.  

Government support for renewable energy was 10 billion dollars in 2004 for the United States and Europe, including 
budget fund and policy support. The United States and Europe provide more than 700 million dollars per year for 
research and development, said Martinot.  

Moreover, large commercial banks are starting to notice renewable energy and several are adding renewable 
energy investments to their lending portfolios, he said.  
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The industry of renewable energy is booming. There are now more than 70 renewable energy companies worldwide 
with a market capitalization greater than 40 million dollars each. Their total market capitalization has been over 30 
billion dollars.  

Major investments and acquisitions have been made in recent years by leading global companies such as GE, 
Siemens, Shell, BP, Sanyo and Sharp and the industry could provide over 1.7 billion jobs worldwide, he said.China 
is a great potential renewable energy market for world investors.  

Among the 6 billion dollars investment in 2005, most was poured into small hydropower and solar hot water energy, 
with 600 million US dollars for wind power.  

China plans to raise its electricity installed capacity for renewable energy to 10 percent of its total power capacity by 
2010 and 20 percent by 2020.  

By 2010, renewable energy excluding large hydropower will account for five percent of China's total primary energy 
consumption and the percentage is planned to rise to 10 percent by 2020.  

The Chinese government has given much policy support to the industry of renewable energy.  

The law for renewable energy, the first of its kind is China, came into effect at the beginning of this year.  

Speaking at a meeting on energy development on the last month, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao called for effective 
measures to ensure the implementation of the government's energy saving and renewable development policies and 
emphasized that renewable energy is an important strategic alternative to coal and oil.  
 
China suffers an annual water shortage of 40 bln cubic meters  

(People's Daily Online, 2006-05-22) 
The total water shortage over the country is nearly 40 billion cubic meters in normal years. Over 400 cities are short 
of water supply, and 110 cities are suffering from a water crisis. China faces unfavorable water conditions. Jiao Yong, 
vice minister of water resources, said when launching a large-sized activity on May 18 in which a group of journalists 
will travel nationwide to cover water conditions and promote the concept of water conservation.  
 
Water has become a strategic question holding back China's sustainable social and economic development, said 
Jiao, which is shown in the low per capita water resources, the uneven distribution of water resources in time and 
space, the distinctive changes of season and annual rainfall, the space distribution of water resources that doesn't 
match with those of land, mineral resources and productivity, the growing supply-demand clash, as well as the sharp 
decline of water resources in the North  
 
China faces a severe water situation which features lack of resources, waste and pollution, added Jiao.  
 
 No pollution occurs in Songhua River: SEPA  

(Xinhua, 2006-05-07) 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-05/07/content_4516170.htm 
 
China faces rising temperatures 

(Chinadaily, 2006-05-18) 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2006-05/18/content_594730.htm 
 
Progress Made in Desertification Control 

               (Xinhua News, 2006-05-30) 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/169858.htm 
 

Health 
 
Chinese health official denies cover up of bird flu data 

(Xinhua, 2006-04-29) 

Chinese health official on Friday reiterated that China is not covering up human cases of bird flu as suggested by 
some Western media news reports that cast doubt on China's bird flu data. Each human case of bird flu in China 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-05/07/content_4516170.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2006-05/18/content_594730.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/169858.htm
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has been made public as soon as it is confirmed and the release of the information has been timely, open and 
transparent, said Mao Qun'an, spokesman of the Ministry of Health.  

He said in an interview with Xinhua that most human cases of bird flu were contracted before outbreaks in poultry or 
migratory birds were confirmed. Mao emphasized that China is a vast territory and local medical services vary from 
region to region in terms of awareness, detection and treatment, making it difficult to track the outbreaks, he added.  

The ministry has been urging local authorities to strengthen reporting, testing and screening of cases of pneumonia 
of unknown causes, and to be very cautious in ruling out bird flu, he told Xinhua. "Most local medical institutes where 
humans with bird flu are first treated were slow in reporting to health authorities, therefore we must first raise their 
awareness. That is a priority, " he said.  

In a statement released on the ministry's website on Tuesday, the ministry required local institutes to directly report 
suspicious cases of pneumonia through the nationwide network and inform local health authorities without delay.  

The Asian edition of the U.S-based Wall Street Journal on Thursday reported doubted China's bird flu data. The 
report said some officials might be concealing suspected cases and the death toll in China is higher than the official 
tally of 12. "We must clarify that China has not been concealing any confirmed or suspected human case of bird flu 
since the first case occurred in November of last year," Mao noted.  

China has reported 18 human infections of bird flu, including 12 fatalities. The latest case was an eight-year pupil in 
southwest China's Sichuan Province who is being treated in a local hospital. News of her illness was revealed 
yesterday, the day it was confirmed by authorities, which was 11 days after she contracted the disease.  

The World Health Organization has recorded 205 human cases of bird flu involving 113 deaths by April 27. Experts 
have warned the virus could mutate into a form that could pass between people and cause a pandemic.  
 
China reports outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 

(People's Daily Online, 2006-05-1) 
China discovered the second outbreak in two months of foot-and-mouth disease among livestock in the western 
province of Qinghai. Symptoms of the Asian I strain of foot-and-mouth were discovered in four dairy cows on a farm 
in Haiyan County on April 26, the Ministry Of Agriculture said in a statement on its Web site yesterday. The national 
foot-and-mouth disease reference laboratory confirmed the outbreak, it said.  
 
The ministry and the provincial government are taking emergency measures to contain the outbreak, disinfect the 
area and cull the sick animals, the statement said. The province's veterinary office also culled 34 cattle, pigs and 
goats, it said. Foot-and-mouth, harmless to humans, is a highly contagious viral disease that causes hogs, sheep 
and cattle to blister on their mouths and tongues, and reduces milk and meat production. It can be carried by the 
wind and on the vehicles and clothes of people who come into contact with infected animals. Qinghai province 
reported on March 12 a separate outbreak of the disease in Guinan County. A cow showed symptoms of the 
disease on March 4 and the national reference laboratory confirmed the outbreak. The veterinary office culled 19 
cattle and two pigs, the ministry said.  
 
The outbreak in Haiyan Country is the fifth reported case in China this year, according to the agriculture ministry. 
The country reported outbreaks in the northern provinces of Gansu on March 8 and Ningxia on Jan. 16 and in the 
eastern province of Jiangsu in January.  
 
Globally, 3,575 outbreaks of the disease were reported in 2004, according to the World Organisation for Animal 
Health's Web site. It didn't give figures for 2005.  
 
Health officials warn of soaring smoking deaths in China  

(Xinhua, 2006-05-10) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/10/eng20060510_264309.html 
 
China's elderly population reaches 143 million   

(People's Daily Online, 2006-05-13) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/13/eng20060513_265381.html 
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