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IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
   
Within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between the State Secretariat for Education and 
Research and the Chinese Ministry of Science & Technology, regular symposiums are co-organized to boost 
cooperation in fields of mutual interest and potential. This year, a symposium on the topic "Material Science" will 
take place from October 29 to November 1st, 2007, in Switzerland. 
 
Fellowship and workshop Swiss budgets to follow-up on the symposiums are available and managed by ETH Zurich. 
In March, 9 candidates have been selected as the winners of fellowships for 2006. And this month, the evaluation 
committee approved the following 3 workshop proposals for this year: 

• Market Diffusion of Renewable Energy Innovation in China and Switzerland 
Swiss organizer: R. Wüstenhagen, Institute for Economy and Environment, Univ. of St. Gallen 
Chinese organizer: Xiliang Zhang, Institute of Energy, Environment and Economy, Tsinghua University  

• Yield Potential of Water Pollution and soil Degradation by Means of Minimum Tillage and No-Tillage 
Swiss organizer: Anken Thomas, Agroscope ART 
Chinese organizer: Yunsheng Li, Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS  

• Plant Biotechnology – Engineering Plant Functions for Agriculture Challenges 
Swiss organizer: Wilhelm Gruissem /Samuel Zeeman/Peng Zhang, Insittute of Plant Sciences, ETH 
Zurich 
Chinese organizer: Xiaoya Chen, Institute of Plant Physiology and Ecology, CAS, Yongbiao Xue, 
Inst. Of Genetics and Developmental Biology, CAS 
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4.    China makes breakthrough on PMS rail                   permanent suspension system rail 
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1.    China's energy demand to be mainly self-satisfied: senior planner  China's energy demand 
  
2.    Air pollution serious in Chinese cities        air pollution 
 
3.    China invests heavily in environmental protection: white paper   white paper 
 
4.    China's total power installed capacity reaches 531 mln kw   power capacity 
 
5.    Burning of farm straw has capital choking       air pollution 
       Farmers in Hebei blamed for the worst pollution seen in Beijing for six years     
 
6.    U.S., Chinese scientists express concern about global warming   global warming 
 
7.    Pipeline dream turns into a reality      Pipeline dream 
 
8.    China's first desulferized generating units operational     desulferizee generating 
 
9.    China to build first nuclear power plant in northeast region    nuclear power plant 

   
10.   China also sufferer of sandstorm invasions: official      sandstorm invasions 
 
HHHeeeaaalll ttthhh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                KEYWORDS          
                         
1.   Chinese doctors develop quick schistosomiasis test     schistosomiasis test 
 
222.   China promises a "non-smoking" Olympics      Olympics 
 
                                         
AAAcccttt iiivvviii ttteeesss   cccooommmiiinnnggg   uuuppp   sssoooooonnn   
   
June 28-30, 2006 
Wind Power Asia 2006- The 3rd Asian Wind Power Exhibition and Conference 
Venue: China World Trade Centre, Beijing, China 
Tel: 86-10-68360959, 68360575   Fax: 86-10-68360949 
Email: marcowang@unique-expo.com 
 
July 31 - August 4, 2006 
The 17th International Symposium of Odonatology 
Hong Kong and Guangdong 
http://www.isohk2006.net 
 
September 4-17, 2006 
International Training Workshop on Technological Innovation for Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises Based on Science and Technology 
Venue: Beijing International Business Incubator 
Tel: 86-10-63729939                                             Fax: 63729939 / 63728448 
Email: zjing@bjibi.org.cn or Cecilia_zhu2003@yahoo.com.cn 
 
September 22 - 25, 2006 
International Society for Gynecologic Endoscopy (ISGE) 10th Regional Meeting 
Beijing, China 

mailto:marcowang@unique-expo.com
http://www.isohk2006.net
mailto:zjing@bjibi.org.cn
mailto:Cecilia_zhu2003@yahoo.com.cn
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http://www.isge.org/ 
 
September 24-27, 2006 
7th International Symposium on Environment Geochemistry 
Venue: Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Tel: 86-851-5891356                                             Fax: 86-851-5891609 
Email: iseg2006@vip.gyig.ac.cn / liucongqiang@vip.gyig.ac.cn 
 
September 2006 
The 18th Int’l Symposium on Contamination Control & China Int’l Exposition on Contamination 
Control 2006 
Venue: China Int’l Enterprises Co-operative Corp. 
Tel: 86-10-88361773                                               Fax: 86-10-88382248 
 
October 9 - 14, 2006 
Int'l Conference on Intelligent Robots and Systems 
Beijing, China 
http://www.iros2006.org 
 
October 23-25, 2006 
4th Food Science International Symposium 
Venue: Xiamen, Fujian, P. R. China 
Contact:  Prof. Sun Shizhong 
Email:     chnfood@chnfood.cn 
 
October 29, 2006 
The 3rd  International Renewable Energy Equipment and tech. Exhibition Conference 
Venue: China’s Int’l Conference Center for S&T, CAST 
Tel: 86-10-62174059                                           Fax: 86-10-62180142 
Email: luyuequan@ciccst.org.cn 
 
November 28, 2006 
2006 Int’l Eco Exposition in Beijing 
Venue: Chinese Society for Environmental Science, CAST 
Tel: 86-10-62210689                                            Fax: 86-10-62210728 
Email: zotao78@163.com 
 
November 2006 
Ecobuild Shanghai 2006 
www.greenshanghai.org 
 
December 12 – 16, 2006 
The Eleventh Asian Technology Conference in Mathematics 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
 
January 15-16, 2007 
The 4th International Workshop on Energy and Environment of Residential Buildings  (IWEERB 2007) 
Venue: Harbin Institute of Technology 

http://www.isge.org/
mailto:iseg2006@vip.gyig.ac.cn
mailto:liucongqiang@vip.gyig.ac.cn
http://www.iros2006.org
mailto:chnfood@chnfood.cn
mailto:luyuequan@ciccst.org.cn
mailto:zotao78@163.com
http://www.greenshanghai.org
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Contact: Mr.Zhi Weiluo 
Tel:  86-0451-898 60889    Fax:  86-0451-8628 2123  
E-mail: iweerb2007@hit.edu.cn 
 
May 20-23, 2007 
The 14th International Conference on Interdisciplinary Mathematical & Statisticla Techniques 
Shanghai, China 
 
   
EEEnnnvvviii rrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt---rrreeelllaaattteeeddd   iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll    ttteeennndddeeerrrsss   aaannnddd   iiinnnvvveeessstttmmmeeennnttt   oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniii tttiiieeesss:::   
 
english.cepi.com.cn/homepage/homepage.jsp  
  
 
CCCooonnntttaaacccttt 
 
Patrick Freymond 
Counsellor, Head of Science, Technology, Environment, Health, Project Financing 
Embassy of Switzerland in the People’s Republic of China 
Tel +86 10 6532 2736 ext 311 
eMail: patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch  
www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 
 
 
Science & Technology 
 
National conference of China's sci-tech association opens  

(Xinhua, 2006-05-24) 

The seventh national conference of the four-million-member China Association for Science and Technology (CAST) 
opened in Beijing on Tuesday with the presence of the country's top leaders including Hu Jintao, Wen Jiabao and 
Zeng Qinghong.  

Over 1,200 delegates attended the opening ceremony held in the Great Hall of the People Tuesday morning.  

They are expected to review the work report submitted by the sixth national committee of the association and the 
draft revision of the CAST constitution, and discuss advice on building an innovation-intensive economy in China.  

Chinese Vice-President Zeng Qinghong spoke highly of the CAST and the country's scientific and technological 
workers for their contributions in China's reform and development when addressing the ceremony.  

"You have been playing an important role in combining science and technology with the country's economic 
development and promoting sci-tech knowledge in the nation," he said.  

He urged scientists and technologists to make more innovations.  

The 1,200 delegates are from research labs, national defense institutes, enterprises, remote observatories and the 
agriculture industry, as well as popular scientists who are devoted to improving scientific awareness among the 
Chinese.  

Established in 1958, the CAST has a total of 164 nationwide societies with more than 3.89 million members.  
 
China to invest US$625 mln in ground-breaking research in next five years  

 (Xinhua, 2006-05-26)        
 
The National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) on Thursday announced an investment of five billion 
yuan (625 million U.S. dollars) in around 10,000 projects of bold research in the coming five years.  

mailto:iweerb2007@hit.edu.cn
mailto:patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
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The investment will encourage "bold and transforming" discoveries in natural scientific research, Chen Yiyu, NSFC 
president, said at the Forum on Science Frontiers and China's Opportunities in the 21st Century.  
 
"We will not necessarily invest in consensus-oriented scientific investigations," Chen said, adding that incremental 
public funds for research and development should be used for high-risk but high-yield research.  
 
While allocating some funds for autonomous frontier research conducted by early-career researchers, the NSFC still 
emphasizes the importance of "strategic planning" of scientific research, which includes 1,800 key projects, 30 large 
projects and 15 research programs.  
 
The NSFC also encourages the brightest young scientists to focus on developing ground-breaking theories, 
methods or tools.  
 
Chen, who is also member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), said the NSFC needs to tolerate fruitless 
research endeavors and create an innovation-friendly environment for talented scientists.  
 
"The NSFC should be the most transparent and effective mechanism for boosting innovation in China," he said.  
 
Based on the National Science Foundation of the United States, China kicked off the NSFC in February 1986. In the 
past two decades, the NSFC has channeled about 18 billion yuan into more than 100,000 research projects.  
 
"The foundation helps China attract outstanding researchers from overseas and stabilize the home research forces," 
Chen said.  
 
 
Top Chinese leaders attend science summit 

(Xinhua, 2006-06-05) 
 
Chinese President Hu Jintao on Monday called on China's scientists to work towards enhancing China's innovation 
capability and building China into an innovation-oriented country to "provide strong scientific and technological 
support" to China's development. Hu made the remarks at the academician conference of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and the Chinese Academy of Engineering (CAE), which opened here on 
Monday morning. Other top Party and state leaders Wu Bangguo, Wen Jiabao, Jia Qinglin, Zeng Qinghong, 
Huang Ju, Wu Guanzheng, Li Changchun and Luo Gan also attended the opening ceremony of the science summit. 
"Science and technology, especially strategic high technology, is increasingly becoming the decisive force in 
economic and social development and the focus of competition of comprehensive national strength," Hu said at the 
conference. He urged taking action quickly to catch up with developed countries in scientific and technological 
development and to rely more on scientific and technological advances and innovation to realize rapid and sound 
economic and social development.  
 
Hu praised the CAS and CAE members, China's top scientists, for making excellent contributions to major state 
science projects, including the manned space flight, super hybrid rice and high-performance super servers. At the 
four-day conference, the CAS is to revise its constitution, elect new leadership for its academic divisions, and elect 
the seventh batch of its foreign associates. The CAE will elect a new leadership for its presidium. A total of 20 senior 
engineers will be awarded the Sixth Guanghua Engineering Science and Technology Prize at the conference. 
Academic workshops will also be held during the conference. Under the CAS and CAE constitutions, the two 
academies must organize conferences of academicians once every two years. The CAS has 704 academicians and 
foreign associates while the CAE has 701 academicians and foreign associates.  
 
 
China makes breakthrough on PMS rail  

         (People's Daily Online, 2006-06-08) 
 
China has successfully developed magnet engines, one of the core technologies in PMS (permanent suspension 
system) and plans to build the first PMS rail way in Dalian, the project team declared in Dalian.  
 
The success is the result of ten years' efforts and the three-kilometer long line would begin to be built within the year, 
which would make 320 kilometers per hour possible.  
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Li Lingqun, top scientist of the research team, said the highest speed would reach 536 kilometers per hour and the 
two types of engines developed so far had been proved to work well in the test for light rail maglev technology.  
 
In the test, the locomotive runs ahead stably and quietly. Researchers explained there was no noise unless it gears 
up to certain speed when friction between the locomotive and the air happens.  
 
Fusion power no distant dream: scientists 

(China Daily, 2006-05-25) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/25/eng20060525_268525.html 
 
Chinese mathematicians put final pieces in global puzzle 

(Xinhua, 2006-06-05)  
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/04/eng20060604_270860.html 
 
China's most powerful heavy ion accelerator to be completed  

  (Xinhua, 2006-06-07)       
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/07/eng20060607_271658.html 
 
China to set up integrated circuit research center  

(Xinhua, 2006-06-08)         
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272207.html 
 
China's fast reactor nuclear system to put to commercial use about 2035   

(People's Daily Online, 2006-06-08)        
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272216.html 
 
 
 
Environment  
 
China's energy demand to be mainly self-satisfied: senior planner 

(Xinhua, 2006-05-25) 

China's energy demand will mainly be met by its domestic supply which has great potential, a senior Chinese 
economic planner said on Wednesday.  

"China still has great potential in its domestic supply," said Zhang Guobao, vice minister of the National 
Development and Reform Commission (SDRC), China's main planning body.  

He made the statement at the ongoing international seminar "Energy Security: China and the world", which was 
attended by officials, experts and businessmen from 17 countries.  

China has abundant coal resources, with the proved amount accounting for a small percent of the total reserve, 
Zhang said. "Thus, coal will still constitute the basis of China's energy."  

Saying China's crude oil production will likely remain at about 180 to 200 million tons per year for years to come, 
Zhang said there is "the possibility of discovering new oil and gas fields."  

He also stressed the potential of China's hydropower, nuclear power, wind power and other new resources.  

Citing the research of energy experts, Zhang said "China's energy demand will keep rising, and it will mainly be 
satisfied by the domestic supply."  

"In terms of energy consumption, China does not depend heavily on the international market, so it is unnecessary to 
overreact to increases in China's energy consumption," Zhang said.  

With the international price of oil at a high level, China will "not increase its oil reserve by purchasing additional 
crude oil on the international market," he said.  
 

http://english.people.com.cn/200605/25/eng20060525_268525.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/04/eng20060604_270860.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/07/eng20060607_271658.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272207.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272216.html
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Air pollution serious in Chinese cities   

         (People's Daily Online, 2006-06-01) 
 
Chinese government will take firm measures to realize the goal in controlling the total quantity of sulphur dioxide 
during the period of the11th Five-Year plan, said Zhou Shengxian, chief of State Environmental Protection 
Administration.  
 
Air pollution in Chinese cities is still serious, which is shown by the result that 39.7% of 522 cities monitored in 2005 
are in moderate or the specific level pollution.  
 
The total quantity of national sulphur dioxide's discharge will reduce by 10%, comparing to that at the end of the 10th 
Five-Year period, said Zhou on the national air pollution preventing and controlling conference held on May 30 in 
Tianjin, according to State Environmental Protection Administration.  
 
Chinese atmospheric environment situation is still extremely stern, and the problem of city air pollution is still 
prominent. Only 4.2% Chinese cities achieved grade one of the National Ambient Air Quality, and 56.1% cities got 
grade two, according to Zhou.  
 
China invests heavily in environmental protection: white paper 

(Xinhua, 2006-06-05) 
 
2006-06-06 People’s Daily - The Chinese government invested 111.9 billion yuan (14 billion U.S. dollars) in 
environmental protection between 2001 and 2005, a government white paper said Monday. Of the total input, 108.3 
billion yuan (13.5 billion dollars) from treasury bond proceeds was mainly used to control the dust storm sources 
threatening Beijing and Tianjin, to protect natural forests and to turn cultivated farmland back into forests or pastures, 
says the white paper. The white paper titled "Environmental Protection in China (1996-2005)" was issued by the 
Information Office of China's State Council, or the cabinet.  
 
This part of money also went to the control of pollution around the Yangtze River's Three Gorges Dam area and its 
upstream, as well as pollution on the Huaihe, Liaohe and Haihe rivers, Taihu, Dianchi and Chaohu lakes, for 
commercial reuse and recycling of sewage and garbage, and wastewater reclamation. Since 1998, the State has 
focused investment from treasury bond proceeds on environmental infrastructure construction, bringing along a 
large amount of social investment, the white paper says. Between 1996 and 2004, the investment in environmental 
pollution control reached 952.27 billion yuan (119 billion dollars), amounting to one percent of the gross domestic 
product for the same period. In 2006, expenditure on environmental protection was formally itemized in the State's 
financial budget, according to the white paper.  
 
 
China's total power installed capacity reaches 531 mln kw  

(Xinhua, 2006-06-08)  
 
A Chinese economic official said Thursday the country would face no electricity power shortfalls generally in the 
second half of the year.  
 
Zhang Guobao, vice chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), said power supply 
could meet demand even in power-hungry Zhejiang Province in east China.  
 
As a matter of fact, there were already no big power shortfalls in the first six months, he told a press conference at 
the Information Office of the State Council.  
 
China's total power installed capacity has reached 531 million kilowatts, and more than 70 million kw of newly 
installed capacity is expected to be put into production this year.  
 
In the second half of the year, China's power supply and demand will be basically balanced, and retort the tight 
situation that has continued since June 2002, said Zhang.  
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About 250 million kw of power station projects are under construction in China. The newly installed capacity 
amounted to 22.39 million kw from January to April this year, and a total installed capacity of 29.55 million kw 
projects were approved from January to May.  
 
Zhang said that China's power supply for the first four months has reached 817.5 billion kw/hour, up 11.1 percent 
over the same period of last year, including hydroelectricity of 92.7 billion kw/hour, coal-fired power of 704.9 billion 
kw/hour and nuclear power of 16.6 billion kw/hour.  
 
The electricity consumption for the first four months accounts to 846.6 billion kw/hour, a rise of 12.33 percent year-
on-year.  
 
Burning of farm straw has capital choking   
Farmers in Hebei blamed for the worst pollution seen in Beijing for six years 

(SCMP, 2006-06-22)  
 
Hebei farmers burning large quantities of wheat straw recently have caused Beijing's most polluted day in six years.  
 
Satellite pictures from Beijing's Environmental Protection Bureau showed farmers in neighbouring Hebei province 
were burning wheat straw last week. A strong southwesterly wind blew huge clouds of smog over all five southern 
districts of the capital on Tuesday night, choking residents, who called in with complaints and inquiries from 7pm.  
  
"Air quality monitoring stations in these districts showed that the density of inhaleable particles reached 500 to 900 
micrograms per cubic metre, while some places in Fangshan district reached 1,500 micrograms per cubic metre," 
the bureau announced yesterday.  
 
The density of pollutants temporarily reached six to nine times normal levels in some areas of southwestern Beijing, 
the Beijing News reported. The newspaper quoted Environmental Protection Bureau vice-chief Du Shaozhong 
saying that Tuesday saw the most unbreathable weather in the past six years.  
 
"We reported to the State Environmental Protection Administration, which is co-ordinating with its Hebei counterpart 
to monitor straw burning, which is banned due to its serious pollution potential," a bureau spokesman said.  
 
A 34-year-old cyclist and resident of Daxing district complained that he could not open his eyes "or breathe after the 
strange smog landed suddenly".  
 
"I had to rush back home to fetch a mask ... the air was just terrible," he said, describing how the sky turned yellow 
and the air became pungent.  
 
The National Meteorological Centre at the China Meteorological Administration last week detected 154 areas in 
Hebei where straw was being burned.  
 
The Beijing government is rushing to increase the number of blue-sky days in the lead-up to the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, but dust from construction sites, vehicle exhaust and sandstorms from northern China have consistently 
kept goals from being met.  
 
Jiang Gaoming , chief researcher at the Institute of Botany at the China Academy of Sciences, said straw burning 
had historically caused air pollution during harvest season.  
 
Mainland farms produce 700 million tonnes of straw each year from crops such as wheat, corn, sweet potato, 
peanuts and beans. In the past, farmers saved it for burning in kitchen stoves, but these days, they use other fuel.  
 
 
Reports had said airports and highways were blocked in some areas by the smoggy air, but the government had few 
effective methods for curbing the burning, only empty rules, Professor Jiang said. He suggested the straw be 
recycled as fodder for cattle. 
 
U.S., Chinese scientists express concern about global warming 

(Xinhua, 2006-05-25) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/25/eng20060525_268451.html 

http://english.people.com.cn/200605/25/eng20060525_268451.html
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Pipeline dream turns into a reality 

(China Daily, 2006-05-26) 
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/26/eng20060526_268757.html 
 
China's first desulferized generating units operational  

  (Xinhua, 2006-06-04)   
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/04/eng20060604_270838.html 
 
China to build first nuclear power plant in northeast region  

     (Xinhua, 2006-06-08)    
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272198.html 
 
China also sufferer of sandstorm invasions: official   

        (Xinhua, 2006-05-29)  
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/29/eng20060529_269448.html 
 
 

Health 
Chinese doctors develop quick schistosomiasis test  

        (Xinhua, 2006-05-29)  
 
Chinese doctors have made a breakthrough in cutting the diagnosis time of schistosomiasis from up to three days to 
just 10 minutes.  
 
The dipstick dye immunoassay kit, developed by Jiangsu Institute of Parasitic Diseases in east China, has been 
certified by the State Food and Drug Administration and is to be approved for mass production.  
 
The new diagnosis involved mixing a blood sample with a reagent on a test paper, giving a positive result if a certain 
color belt appeared, said Zhu Yinchang, head of the project.  
 
He said the tests could identify 95.97 percent of people infected with the parasitic disease and more than 96 percent 
who were not infected at a cost of just 30 U.S. cents each.  
 
Traditional stool testing identified less than 50 percent of people infected and required sophisticated medical 
instruments, skilled personnel and several hours to three days of analysis.  
 
Zhu said the new test took just five to ten minutes under normal temperature conditions and was cheap enough for 
massing testing. The test had helped to identify some two million cases in the trial period in China.  
 
He said the new method could be used to diagnose the pandemic-type schistosomiasis Japonica in China, the 
mekongi type in southeast Asia and the mansoni type in Africa.  
 
Zhu, who owns intellectual property right of the invention and registered its patent last year, said the World Health 
Organization would hopefully order the tests for schistosomiasis-hit areas in the near future.  
 
China has 12 high-prevalence provinces and regions south of the Yangtze River drainage area. Records of the 
disease, which causes blood loss and tissue damage, date back more than 2,100 years.  
 
Schistosomiasis affects 74 countries and regions, most of them underdeveloped, with approximately 200 million 
people infected.  
 
 
China promises a "non-smoking" Olympics  

         (Xinhua, 2006-05-29) 
 
China, with 350 million smokers - about a third of the world's smoking population - has vowed to put on a "non-
smoking" Olympic Games.  

http://english.people.com.cn/200605/26/eng20060526_268757.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/04/eng20060604_270838.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200606/08/eng20060608_272198.html
http://english.people.com.cn/200605/29/eng20060529_269448.html
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Zhang Bin, an official with the Ministry of Health (MOH), said on Monday that smoking will be banned at all hospitals 
that will be used specifically for the Games by the end of 2007.  
 
The ban will extend to public transport and public buildings, with places that offer services to children the main 
concern, Zhang said.  
 
In his meeting with World Health Organization Director-General Lee Jong-Wook in 2004, Premier Wen Jiabao said a 
non-smoking Games is on top of the agenda for China's preparations for a green Olympics.  
 
The ministry has learned from the practice and experience of previous Games hosts, Zhang said.  
 
The concept of a "non-smoking" Olympic Games, initiated in 1988, was put into practice in Barcelona in 1992.  
 
Considering the country's large smoking population, Zhang warned that China faces many obstacles to overcome in 
hosting a non-smoking Olympics.  
 
The largest tobacco producer and consumer in the world, China reports about one million deaths from smoking each 
year, and the figure is expected to reach three million by 2050.  
 
The spread of smoking results in the heavy burden of providing medical treatment for illnesses like lung cancer, said 
Yang Gonghuan, deputy director of the China's Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 
"It is society who has to foot the cost of medical treatment made by tobacco promotion," she said.  
 
Tobacco control needs the participation of NGOs and people from all walks of life, she said.  
 
She called for a quick implementation of the national action plan on tobacco control with priority placed on teenage 
education and publicity.  
 
The expert also appealed for promulgating national laws to ban smoking in public places and to beef up early 
detection and treatment of lung cancer.  
 
"The current consumption of cigarettes will see an increase in deaths from lung cancer in the next 20 to 30 years, 
apart from other causes like the aging of the population, greater industrialization and deterioration of environment," 
she continued.  
 
Unfortunately, China is still slow in detecting lung cancer and most patients do not receive the necessary surgery in 
time, said Qiao Youlin, researcher with the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, who specializes in cancer 
treatment.  
 
"The high cost of early detection methods of lung cancer prevents early diagnosis, especially in rural areas," he told 
Xinhua.  
 
The new cooperative rural medicare system promoted by the government in the past few years has only provided 
farmers with about 50 yuan (6.25 U.S.dollars) for healthcare, but the screening costs about 300 yuan (37.5 U.S. 
dollars), he said.  
 
"Therefore, China's treatment of lung cancer still lags far behind developed nations," said Qiao, adding that the five-
year survival rate of lung cancer patients in developed nations is 15 percent, but less than 10 percent in China.  
 
 


