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IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
 
The President of the Chinese Academy of Science (CAS), Prof. LU Yongxiang, recently announced that more efforts 
should be made to redefine CAS’ S&T objectives and strategic priorities, in order to optimize the success of major 
S&T innovation initiatives. CAS will therefore clarify its priorities in strategic fields such as IT, life sciences, energy 
sources and resource recycling, resources and the environment, space research, nano-science and technology, 
advanced materials, advanced manufacturing, cutting-edge S&T issues, and research on the basis of large-scale 
scientific facilities. Leaders of S&T units will need to focus on objectives and will be judged about major innovation 
achievements. 
 
This month is the start of the new scholar year, and there is an enlarged number of exchanges of students between 
Switzerland’s CRUS and China’s Scholarship Council. There are currently 48 Swiss students (26 full scholarships 
and 22 partial scholarships) in China and an equivalent number of Chinese Ph.D. students in Switzerland benefiting 
from the mutual scholarship agreement. Besides, there are an increasing number of exchange programs between 
Swiss and Chinese secondary schools (approx. 8). 
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AAAcccttt iiivvviii ttteeesss   cccooommmiiinnnggg   uuuppp   sssoooooonnn   
   
September 6, 2007 
China Int’l Solar-Energy & Photovoltaic Application Exposition SPE 
Shenzhen, China 
Fax: 86-10 6217 3701  
 
September 2007 
China 1st Int’l Equipment Exhibition on Coal Processing and Utilization & Environment Protecting 
Tech. 
Beijing, China 
Fax: 86-10-82236096 
 
Ocotober 2007 
China Education Expo 
www.ChinaEducationExpo.com 
 
October 25 to 28, 2007 
The 5th Beijing International Clean Vehicle Technology Exhibition & Forum 
National Agriculture Exhibition Center and Beijing Landmark Hotel 
 
November 22, 2007 
The 6th China Int’l Mechanism, Hardware & Mould Exhibition 
Dongguan, China 
Tel: 86-10-68594793 

   
EEEnnnvvviii rrrooonnnmmmeeennnttt---rrreeelllaaattteeeddd   iiinnnttteeerrrnnnaaatttiiiooonnnaaalll    ttteeennndddeeerrrsss   aaannnddd   iiinnnvvveeessstttmmmeeennnttt   oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniii tttiiieeesss:::   
 
english.cepi.com.cn/homepage/homepage.jsp  
  
CCCooonnntttaaacccttt 
 
Patrick Freymond 
Counsellor, Head of Science, Technology, Environment, Health, Project Financing 
Embassy of Switzerland in the People’s Republic of China 
Tel +86 10 6532 2736 ext 311 
eMail: patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch  

http://www.ChinaEducationExpo.com
mailto:patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch
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Science & Technology 
 
China tests nuclear emergency command platform 

(People’s Daily online, 2007-08-10) 

China Disease Prevention and Control Center revealed on August 7 that the first phase of the project of national 

nuclear emergency command platform has been completed and put into trial operation, Chinanew.com reports. The 

platform can do real-time monitoring of nuclear power plant operation, obtain real-time data of radiation monitoring 

and meteorological observations, and automatically receive accident warning messages.  

 

Established in the Commission of Science Technology and Industry for National Defense, the national nuclear 

emergency command platform has been connected with the emergency command centers and provincial nuclear 

emergency command centers of Qinshan (Zhejiang Province), Daya Bay (Ling'ao, Guangdong Province), and 

Tianwan (Jiangsu Province) nuclear power bases. It can exchange information and accidents message with the 

nuclear power plant emergency headquarters, fulfill intelligent monitoring tasks, conduct analysis and evaluation on 

radiation consequences of nuclear accidents, and, communicate with foreign institutions and public websites. 

 

China made breakthrough in large aircraft tech 
(People’s Daily Online, 2007-08-10) 

China recently made a breakthrough in large aircraft technology by successfully mastering the "test technology for 

turbo-fan dynamic engine simulator" in China Aerodynamics Research Center. This technology will provide strong 

support to the country's project of large aircraft. 

 

Related principal of China Aerodynamics Research Center said that this is a key technology for ground simulation 

test to tackle before China can develop its own large aircraft. After mastering this technology, scientists can obtain 

accurate knowledge about the influence of working engine on flight characteristics and driving force. The success 

has made China the third country with this technology only next to the United States and the EU. 

 
China ready to launch first lunar satellite 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-11) 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6237153.html 
 
China legislates to tolerate scientific failures 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-28) 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-08/28/content_6061708.htm 

 
Hi-tech Exports See 'Spectacular' Rise 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-27) 

http://www.china.org.cn/english/China/222271.htm 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6237153.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-08/28/content_6061708.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/english/China/222271.htm
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Environment 
 
China's White Dolphin Likely Extinct 

(Discovery, 2007-08-08) 
 
Aug. 8, 2007 — China's rapid industrialization has likely made extinct a species of freshwater dolphin that had been 
on Earth for over 20 million years, Chinese and British biologists said Wednesday.  
 
Scientists from China, Japan, Britain and the United States failed to find the white dolphin, known as the baiji, during 
a six-week search of its natural habitat in the Yangtze river last year. 
 
"This result means the baiji is likely extinct," said Wang Ding, co-author of the survey and one of the world's leading 
experts on the species. The dolphin was a victim of devastating pollution, illegal fishing and heavy cargo traffic on 
the Yangtze, Wang said. The findings mean the baiji is likely the first mammal to become extinct in more than 50 
years. It is the cousin of the bottlenose dolphin, which is also on the critically endangered list. 
 
Wang, from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, emphasized that not all hope was lost for the dolphin, which had 
made its home along the lower reaches of China's now heavily polluted Yangtze River for more than 20 million years. 
 
"We are not saying the baiji is already gone," he said. But he lamented that further searches this year had failed to 
find any sign of the dolphin. Wang said that a letter written by the survey team had been published in the latest issue 
of the Royal Society Biology Letters journal in Britain to confirm the dolphin was believed to be extinct. 
 
The baiji, identifiable by its long, teeth-filled snout and low dorsal fin, was last officially sighted more than two years 
ago. The last confirmed count by a research team was conducted in 1997, when just 13 were recorded. 
 
Up to 5,000 baiji were believed to have lived in the Yangtze less than a century ago, according to the baiji.org 
website, which was established by a range of international conservation groups. "The decline in the baiji population 
has been caused by extreme human pressure on its freshwater habitat," the website said, blaming illegal fishing and 
massive discharges of industrial and agricultural waste into the river. 
 
Other rare species that live in the Yangtze, such as the Chinese sturgeon and the finless porpoise, are also in 
danger of extinction. The British-based zoologist who also worked on the six-week search meanwhile said the loss 
of the Yangste dolphin was a huge blow. 
 
"The loss of such a unique and charismatic species is a shocking tragedy," said co-author Sam Turvey of the 
Zoological Society of London. "The Yangtze River dolphin was a remarkable mammal that separated from all other 
species over 20 million years ago." 
 
International environmental group WWF has warned that river dolphins are key indicators of a river's health and of 
the availability of clean water for people living on its banks.  
 
"River dolphins are the watchdogs of the water," said Jamie Pittock, head of WWF's Global Freshwater Program in a 
recent alert over their fate.  
 
"The high levels of toxic pollutants accumulating in their bodies are a stark warning of poor water quality. This is a 
problem for both dolphins and the people dependent on these rivers," he added.  
 
Turvey added: "This extinction represents the disappearance of a complete branch of the evolutionary tree of life 
and emphasizes that we have yet to take full responsibility in our role as guardians of the planet." 
 
China reports mixed picture on control of major pollutants 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-22) 

China saw its discharge of sulfur dioxide in the first half of this year reach 12.63 million tons, a year-on-year drop of 
0.88 percent, according to a state report published on Tuesday. 
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However, the emission of chemical oxygen demand (COD), a measure of water pollution, rose by 0.24 percent to 
6.9 million tons in the first six months of this year, said the report jointly issued by the State Administration of 
Environment Protection (SEPA), National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and National Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC). 
 
Zhao Hualin, a SEPA official, attributed the decrease in sulfur dioxide mainly to the installation of more desulfurizing 
facilities in coal-fire power plants. 
 
From January to June, China saw 39 million-kilowatts of coal-fueled power generators install and operate 
desulfurizing facilities, raising their proportion against the total existing coal power plants from 30 percent last year to 
a current level of 36 percent, Zhao said. 
 
Small coal-fired power plants with a total generation capacity of 5.5 million kilowatts were also closed to trim down 
the sulfur dioxide emissions, he said. 
 
The daily sewage handling capacity in cities also increased by seven million tons in the first six months and the 
restructuring work on heavy-polluting industries, such as paper and detergent making companies, also made 
progress, he said. 
 
"But China still faces grave pollution control tasks this year, and the most prominent problem lies in some local 
cadres, who are still blind to the importance of the scientific development model," he noted. 
 
The economy has grown at an unexpectedly rapid rate in some local areas, mostly at the cost of the environment, 
and the supervision departments at the grass-roots level are barely functioning, he said. 
 
The unsound legal system regarding environmental protection and insufficient input in pollutant-cutting facilities are 
also factors frustrating the pollution control efforts, he added. 
 
Targeting the growing COD discharge, the SEPA ordered its local branches to further tighten their grip over highly 
water-polluting chemical, brewing and printing industries, especially paper mills, in the second half of this year. 
 
Paper mills employing substandard pulp processors or using waste paper as raw material with an annual production 
less than 10,000 tons will be shut down, the administration warned. 
 
It also called for the construction of sewage plants and a supporting pipeline network in cities to be stepped up. 
 
Govt pledges 1.33b yuan to tackle pollution 

(China Daily, 2007-08-25) 
The government will invest more than 1.33 billion yuan ($176 million) to help cut pollutant emissions and build more 
effective environmental monitoring systems across the country, said Vice-Minister of Finance Zhang Hongli. Zhang 
said the charge on sulfur dioxide emissions will be doubled to 1.26 yuan per kilogram within three years and that on 
chemical oxygen demand (COD) emissions should be raised to a varying extent in accordance with local conditions, 
according to a statement on the ministry's website. 
 
The central government released a comprehensive blueprint in June on cutting emissions of pollutants and energy 
saving. According to the plan, the feasibility of imposing an environment tax should be studied and a tax on resource 
use should be introduced. The levy on sewage discharge will also be raised from the current 0.67 yuan (9 US cents) 
per ton. 
 
The Ministry of Finance will channel more funds to environmental protection departments, Zhang said. The funds will 
be used to support pollution monitoring, law enforcement and the setting of environmental standards, he said. The 
ministry has set up a special fund for the environmental monitoring in central and western China, Zhang said. "Fiscal 
support for environmental monitoring in poor regions has been strengthened." The central government coffer 
recently established a special fund for cutting pollutant emissions. 
 
It will mainly be used to monitor pollutant emissions and build an index and appraisal system for emission monitoring. 
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Zhang said 1.33 billion yuan had been earmarked for this. The fund will also be used to promote emissions trading, 
Zhang said. Local governments achieving the highest emission reductions will be rewarded, the official said. 
 
The impact of cutting emissions and the closure of heavily polluting companies on poor regions would be assessed 
and subsidies or rewards would be offered to them. Zhang said the government has drafted rules on the 
management of the use of funds for emission cuts. Subsidies would be given to western regions that are active in 
building wastewater treatment facilities. 
 
 

Polluters face stiff penalties 
(China Daily, 2007-08-27) 

Limits will be lifted on fines for firms that dump waste into water, according to a legislative amendment unveiled 
yesterday. The current cap on fines for water polluters is 1 million yuan ($131,000) besides administrative and legal 
penalties - which is not considered deterrent enough. 
 
The draft amendment to the water pollution prevention and control law proposed fines that range from 20 percent to 
30 percent of direct economic loss caused by polluters. The draft was submitted yesterday for review to the Standing 
Committee of the National People's Congress, the top legislature. 
 
"The amendment will end the anomaly - high cost for those who comply with the law and light penalties for violators," 
said Zhou Shengxian, minister of the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), while explaining the 
draft to lawmakers. People involved in major water pollution accidents also face prosecution, according to the draft 
law. 
 
The proposed amendment to the law, which came into effect in 1996, has a number of provisions to tackle 
increasingly serious water pollution, according to Zhou: Governments are responsible for controlling the total amount 
of major water pollution discharges; and administrations above the county level have to closely watch pollution 
emissions from industrial, farming and other sectors. 
 
To control the total amount of pollutant emissions, authorities will devise a license system for emitters of wastewater 
containing toxic or radioactive materials. Without the license, enterprises will be banned from discharging pollutants 
into water. There is added emphasis on the protection of drinking water sources. 
 
The emergency response capability for dealing with water pollution accidents will be strengthened. The minister said 
an amendment is urgently needed as water pollution is getting increasingly worse. According to SEPA data, of the 
1,406 environmental accidents reported in 2005, water pollution accidents accounted for nearly half. 
 
Also, groundwater in more than half of Chinese cities is polluted, and drinking water supply for over 300 million 
people in rural areas is threatened, according to SEPA figures. The ecological systems of major rives, such as 
Huaihe, Liaohe and Haihe, have been severely damaged. Zhang Jianyu, a visiting scholar at Tsinghua University, 
said it is not easy to calculate losses from an environmental accident, which may hinder the implementation of the 
amended law. 
 
In addition, not all environmental pollution results in an accident, which makes meting out a fine difficult. He called 
for a simple and effective measure, such as working out a cumulative daily penalty system without caps. 
 
Beijing embarks on air quality test for Olympics 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-17) 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-08/17/content_6032592.htm 
 
Chinese scientists to install glacier monitoring network in Antarctica 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-27) 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90781/6246438.html 
 
Energy  

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2007-08/17/content_6032592.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90781/6246438.html
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China's heavy industry continues to increase power consumption 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-12) 

China's high energy-consuming sectors such as iron and steel, nonferrous metals, chemicals and construction 
materials continued to lead the growth in power consumption in the first half of this year, according to a report by the 
China Electricity Council. 
 
Secondary industry was responsible for up to 83.83 percent of the growth in China's total power consumption, with 
heavy industry increasing its power consumption by 18.84 percent in the first half from a year earlier, making it more 
difficult for the country to realize its energy conservation goal. 
 
The power consumption nationwide reached 1.5 trillion kilowatt hours in the first half, up 15.56 percent year on year. 
The growth, 2.67 percentage points higher than the same period last year, was largely attributed to the power 
consumption of secondary industry, which was 3.9 percentage points higher than the year-earlier level though 0.31 
percentage points lower than the figure for the first five months. 
 
A breakdown analysis shows heavy industry played a decisive role in the rapid growth of power consumption, as the 
growth rate of power consumption for heavy industry was 4.64 percentage points higher than a year earlier, 
compared with 0.70 percentage points for light industry. In the first half the power consumption of heavy industry 
was up 0.74 percentage points compared with the first three months while light industry saw a decrease of 1.1 
percentage points. 
 
China is trying to control high energy-consuming and highly polluting sectors with a series of industrial policies as 
well as restricted credit support in order to meet its goals of improving energy efficiency and cutting pollutant 
discharges. 
 
Under a five-year plan from 2006 to 2010, China decided to cut energy consumption per unit of gross domestic 
product (GDP) by 20 percent, or four percent each year, but actual consumption fell by just 1.23 percent last year. 
 
Redoubled efforts made China's energy consumption per unit of gross domestic product drop 2.78 percent in the 
first half, however, the task remains arduous. 
 
With rising power consumption, the six high energy-consuming and highly polluting industries, including iron and 
steel, nonferrous metals, construction materials and chemicals, grew by 20.1 percent in the first half, 3.6 percentage 
points higher than a year earlier. 
 
The six sectors account for nearly 70 percent of energy consumption and sulfur dioxide discharges of the entire 
industrial sector. 
 
The Chinese government is taking measures to eliminate outdated facilities of the six sectors. 
 
 

Health 
 
Pig disease now under control, says official (SCMP) 

(2007-08-24) 
 
The mainland has reported a sharp decline in cases of blue-ear pig disease last month as well as an easing of pork 
prices. In July, 47,000 pigs were affected by the disease and 13,000 pigs had died, down 51.5 per cent and 35.9 per 
cent respectively from the previous month, Ministry of Agriculture spokesman Xue Liang told a news conference 
yesterday.  
 
The average pork price last week was 1.4 per cent down on the previous week, according to the Ministry of 
Commerce. It was the second consecutive week of easing pork prices, which had almost doubled in the past seven 
months, according to Xinhua. "The epidemic across the country has been under greater control," Mr Xue said. He 
said 257,000 pigs had been infected with blue-ear disease this year, up to Wednesday. Without giving specific 
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numbers, he said this year's infections were sharply down on last year's. Areas along the Yangtze River were 
hardest hit by the epidemic and a total of 826 outbreaks were recorded in 26 provinces. Pig farming is found in some 
640,000 villages on the mainland. Mr Xue said 314 million millilitres of vaccine was used to immunise more than 100 
million pigs.  But Yu Kangzhen , director of the China Institute of Veterinary Drug Control, said the current daily 
vaccine production of 7 million to 10 million millilitres was still not enough to treat the entire pig population of around 
500 million. "We can still meet the needs in important areas requiring vaccination, but if we want to vaccinate all pigs, 
the amount [of vaccine available] remains relatively small," Mr Yu said.  
 
Vaccination is the major means used on the mainland to contain the disease, also known as porcine reproductive 
and respiratory syndrome. Mr Yu said there were signs that farmers' confidence was gradually recovering as the 
number of live pigs in pens rose 7.3 per cent last month compared with the same month last year and up 2.1 per 
cent from June. Sales of pig feed also rose 6 per cent year on year last month and by 5.2 per cent from June, he 
added.  
 
Wang Zhicai, head of the Ministry of Agriculture's livestock husbandry department, said prices of pigs and pork had 
shown signs of easing, although they were still high - which he said was a sign that the industry had started to 
recover. But he dismissed reports that the mainland might substantially increase pork imports. "So far there are 
more exports than imports," he said. "I think it is impossible [for China] to import pork in large quantity."  
 
The mainland is the world's biggest pork producer with more than half of the total production. Soaring pork prices 
have alarmed senior leaders who are wary of possible social grievances caused by rising inflation. The mainland's 
consumer price index rose by a 33-month high of 5.6 per cent last month on the back of food price increases - well 
above the government's target of 3 per cent for the year. 
 
China to ban all tobacco advertising by 2011 

(Xinhua, 2007-08-28) 
 
GUANGZHOU -- All advertising of tobacco, including promotions and sponsorship, will be banned across China by 
January 2011, according to a leading non-governmental organization. 
 
Xu Guihua, deputy leader and secretary-general of Chinese Association on Tobacco Control announced the 
deadline in a public report on China's implementation of Framework Convention on Tobacco Control of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong Province. However, an official with the Advertising 
Supervision Department of the State Administration for Industry and Commerce said on Tuesday that he could not 
comment on the time schedule. 
 
The deadline was confirmed by Jiang Yuan, deputy head of the State Tobacco Control Office affiliated to the 
Ministry of Health, who said the timing should coincide with China's commitment as a signatory to Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control. The WHO convention requires signatories to ban tobacco advertising and related 
promotions and sponsorships within five years of its ratification by signatory states. 
 
China joined the international fight against tobacco consumption when it signed the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control of the World Health Organization (WHO) in March 2003. It ratified the convention in October 2005 
and the convention came into effect on January 9, 2006, although implementation of the convention is not obligatory. 
Xu blamed the lack of a national law prohibiting smoking in all public places for China's laggardness behind other 
countries in tobacco control. 
 
China is the world's largest tobacco producing and consuming country, accounting for more than a third of the global 
total on both counts. It has more than 350 million smokers and almost one million die from smoking-related diseases 
each year, according to the Ministry of Health. 
 
About 540 million Chinese suffer the effects of secondhand smoke and more than 100,000 die annually from 
diseases caused by passive smoking, said the ministry's 2007 Report on China's Smoking Control. 
At present, smoking is banned in cinemas, libraries, song and dance halls, and conference rooms in the country. 
Only 28 cities on the Chinese mainland are free of advertising on tobacco. 
 
As the host of the 2008 summer Olympic Games, Beijing has been waging a campaign for a smoke-free Games. 
In April, municipal government departments of Beijing, including the bureaus of health and commerce, issued a 
circular asking all catering businesses to implement tobacco controls. 
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By June next year, smoking bans should be enforced in all hotels that provide services for athletes and other 
workers of the Olympic Games, all competition venues and restaurants in the Olympic Village. 
Large and medium-sized restaurants in the city should also make at least 75 percent of their floor space non-
smoking. 
 
 
Education 
 
2007 China Annual Conference for International Education  
Education, Innovation, Quality and Harmony 
 
Welcome to China Annual Conference for International Education in October, 2007! 
 
With the endorsement of the governmental agency in China, China Education Association for International 
Exchange (CEAIE) initiated “China International Forum on Education and China Education Expo” in 2000. Ever 
since then, the high profile gathering has been set to invite educational leaders and professionals worldwide to 
China and share their broad visions and policy recommendations with educators from home and abroad on the 
crucial issues that will shape the future of education in China.  
 
As the leading non-governmental organization, CEAIE is fully committed to bringing the world of education together 
to push forward the exchange and cooperation in the international education community. 
China Education Expo has been held successfully for seven years already and the growing media exposure, visitors 
and exhibitors and national pavilions have proven its success. It stands out as the well-established education expo 
brand name recognized by exhibitors and visitors both internationally and domestically. The figures show that 472 
schools from 26 countries and regions participated at China Education Expo 2006 while over 30,000 visitors in 
Beijing and Shanghai were registered. Last year's survey reported that nearly 50% of the students regarded face-to-
face communication as their top reason for attendance. 
  
As one of the most important and authoritative education events in China, China Education Expo 2007 aims at 
serving as a reliable and authoritative platform between Chinese students and foreign schools. The up-to-date list 
and floorplan have been announced on our website, and if want to know more of this forthcoming event in the year 
2007, please feel free to visit our website: www.ChinaEducationExpo.com 
 
 
Participants from Swiss Institutions 

• University of Applied Sciences HTW Chur (booth number: 2003) 

• University of St. Gallen (HSG) (booth number: 2002) 

• Les Roches School of Hotel Management  (booth number: 2005) 

• Glion Institute of Higher Education (booth number: 2006) 

• SHMS - Swiss Hotel Management School (booth number: 2007) 

• HTMi-The School of International Hotel and Tourism Management (booth number: 2008) 
 

http://www.ChinaEducationExpo.com

