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IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
 
For the first time, the Embassy of Switzerland organised a large Swiss booth in the very popular yearly China 
Education Expo in Beijing. At the entrance of the corridor, and followed by Swiss public universities, universities of 
applied sciences as well as private schools, the Swiss stand was focussing on general information about studies in 
Switzerland. Over 2000 students and parents visited the stand and more than 200 kilograms of brochures and 
leaflets were handed out during the two days of the exhibition. The Swiss stand was nominated “the most attractive 
stand” by the popular Internet site “QQ”, one of the reasons was certainly the surprising appearance of Albert 
Einstein (edu.qq.com/expo2007). 

 
China’s first moon orbiter took off on October 24th in southwest China's Sichuan province, named after a 
popular mythology lady who ascended from earth to live on the moon. Chang'e-1 –that cost US$187 million 
to build- completed its fourth orbital transfer and will move towards a 380,000-km circumlunar orbit at the 
beginning of November. The manager of this project, Ye Peijian, obtained a Ph.D. in micro-technology at the 
University of Neuchâtel, from 1980 to 1985. 
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4.  Chinese official denies "environmental disaster" caused by Three Gorges project    

           Three Gorges project 
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Science & Technology 
 
China among top scientific powerhouses 

(China Daily, 2007-09-27) 

The country's expertise in science and technology has grown significantly in recent years, a report from the Ministry 
of Science and Technology has said. 

And with 35 million people employed in various scientific and technological fields, China ranks first in the world in 
terms of personnel, the Report on Science and Technology Strength of China, said.  

mailto:patrick.freymond@eda.admin.ch
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Robots perform a dance at a science and technology center in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province on September 26. The eight robots, 26 cm in height, 
were made by the University of Science and Technology of China. 

In addition, last year, China had 1.4 million people specifically engaged in scientific research and development, 
putting it second only to the United States, the report said. 

Xu Heping, deputy director of the ministry's strategy survey and research office, said: "The gap between China and 
the world's most advanced scientific powers has been steadily narrowing. 

"In recent years, by focusing on cutting-edge science and the needs of the nation, our scientists have harvested 
some prize results, many of which have had a major influence on the international community," he said. 

"Chinese scientists have been at the forefront of international research in several fields including neuroscience, 
genetics, protein structure, quantum communication, nano-materials and thermonuclear fusion." 

Spending on scientific R&D topped 450 billion yuan (US$58 billion) last year, the fifth highest in the world. 

The figure amounted to 1.42 percent of GDP for the year, the report said. 

In terms of the number of papers published in the Science Citation Index, Chinese scientists last year ranked fifth in 
the world, behind the US, the UK, Germany and Japan. 

In 1991, they ranked 15th, the report said. 

Tang Qin, a professor from the scientific knowledge popularization department of the Chinese Medical Association, 
said: "Quantitative analysis of international scientific papers is an important reference for evaluating basic research, 
as it is the precondition of scientific innovation and development." 

In addition, results gained through original research have led to a number of important patents. 

Last year, China registered the fourth-highest number of patents in the world, the report said. 

As well as 200 key State-owned laboratories, private-sector science and technology companies have contributed 
greatly to sharpening the country's technological edge, the report said. 

At the end of last year, China had 150,000 registered firms involved in science. Two decades earlier it had just 7,000, 
the report said. 

 
Work on Beijing-Shanghai rail link set to start 

(China Daily, 2007-10-10) 
 

The Beijing-Shanghai high-speed railway has got the green light from the central government and construction on 
the long-awaited project is expected to start soon. 
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According to a notice posted Tuesday on the website of the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), 
the top economic planner, the State Council accepted the feasibility study last month. 
 
No more details were given, except for the railway's length of 1,318 km. 
 
A source with the Ministry of Railways told China Daily that work on the project will "surely begin before the end of 
this year", without specifying a date. 
 
Earlier reports said the project would use high-speed wheel track technology instead of magnetic levitation. With a 
speed of up to 350 km per hour, the railway will shorten travel time between Beijing and Shanghai from the current 
10 hours to less than five. 
 
The project has been on the drawing board for more than a decade with work expected to begin last year and be 
operational by 2010 - but was postponed. Insiders said the central government wanted to act cautiously on such a 
high-cost project. 
 
Shanghai-based China Business News earlier quoted insiders as saying that the railway ministry's initial estimation 
of 130 billion yuan ($17.3 billion) would not be enough; and estimated the figure could exceed 170 billion yuan 
($22.6 billion) due to rising real estate prices and resettlement costs. Another report on China Economic Net 
(www.ce.net) quoted insiders as saying the project cost is likely to exceed more than 200 billion yuan ($26.6 billion), 
taking into consideration the increase in the price of raw materials and labor costs as well as other countries' 
expenditure on building high-speed railways. 
 
The mega project has attracted the attention of France's Alstom, Canada's Bombardier, Japan's Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries and Germany's Siemens, all vying to provide technology. 
 
It was not announced which technology will be used but Minister of Railways Liu Zhijun said last year that the 
ministry prefers using indigenous technology. Earlier reports quoted experts as saying the fare might be between 
600 and 700 yuan ($80 to $93), about half the list price of an air ticket. 
 
Currently, passengers pay 453 yuan ($60) for a seat, with the train running at a maximum speed of 250 kph. 
 
 
China hopes to join Int'l Space Station project 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-17) 
China hopes to become the 17th nation joining the International Space Station (ISS) project, Vice Minister of 
Science and Technology Li Xueyong said on Tuesday.  
 
"China sincerely wants to cooperate with the United States in space exploration and join the International Space 
Station project that has already involved 16 nations," said Li, a delegate to the 17th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), on the sidelines of the event.  
 
The Chinese government has been pursuing a policy of peaceful use of airspace, Li said.  
 
The International Space Station is a joint project of 16 nations including the United States, Russia, Japan, Canada, 
Brazil and 11 countries from the European Space Agency.  
 
The station's first segment, the Zarya control module, was brought to orbit by a Russian Proton rocket in November 
1998 to provide the infant station's battery power and fuel storage.  
 
The station is located in orbit around the Earth at an altitude of approximately 360 kilometers, a type of orbit usually 
termed as low Earth orbit.  
 
Due to the ISS, there is a permanent human presence in space, as there have always been at least two people on 
board the station since the first crew entered it on Nov. 2, 2000.  
 
China will soon launch its first circumlunar satellite as part of its ambitious moon exploration program enters the 

http://www.ce.net)
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stage of implementation. Development of the satellite, called Chang'e I after the legendary Chinese goddess 
Chang'e who flew to the moon, and the carrier Long March 3A has been completed after numerous tests. 
 
China completes new 'bullet' train body 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-19) 
The body of the first Chinese designed and manufactured high-speed train, with a possible speed equal to that of 
the famous Japanese bullet train, has rolled off the production line, according to the builder. 
 
The train is the latest model in the country's China Railway High-speed (CRH) Series and China's first locomotive 
capable of traveling at 300 kilometers per hour. 
 
Slower CRH series -- able to travel at 200 kilometers per hour -- are already in service. Instead of being driven by a 
single engine, the high-speed trains are equipped with multiple engines embedded inside separate units. 
 
"The completion of the body lays a solid foundation for the scheduled debut of the whole train by the year end," a 
senior official with CSR Sifang Locomotive and Rolling Stock Co. Ltd. told Xinhua here Friday. 
 
"The train body, made of aluminum alloy, weighs about seven tons, the lightest of its kind in the world," said the 
official who asked to remain anonymous. "The thinnest part only measures 1.5 millimeters." 
 
Production of other parts, such as engines, were well underway, he said. 
 
The company would deliver ten such trains to the Ministry of Railways in the first half of next year, according to the 
company. 
 
The trains, which can seat about 600 passengers, will run on the 115-km Beijing-Tianjin route before the Beijing 
Olympic Games in August 2008 and reduce the journey time from the current 80 minutes to around 30 minutes. 
 
 
Scientific development inscribed in CPC Constitution 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-27) 
http://english.people.com.cn/90002/92169/92187/6287644.html 
 
China's first lunar probe Chang'e-1 blasts off  

(Xinhua, 2007-10-24) 
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90776/6290022.html 
 
 
China's first lunar probe completes first orbital transfer 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-26) 
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90781/6291062.html 
 
 
Chang'e-1 Completes Second Orbital Transfer 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-26) 
http://english.cri.cn/2906/2007/10/26/189@288047.htm 
 
 
Environment 
 

China: Climate change issue must be resolved through development 
(Xinhua, 2007-09-29) 

Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi said Friday that climate change is ultimately an issue of development and can 
only be resolved through development. 
 
"Climate change is an environmental issue, but ultimately, it is an issue of development," Yang said in a speech 
delivered at the general debate of the 62nd session of the United Nations General Assembly. "It has arisen in the 

http://english.people.com.cn/90002/92169/92187/6287644.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90776/6290022.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90781/6291062.html
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course of development and can only be resolved through development." 
 
He said development in the world has brought advanced material progress and caused ecological imbalance and 
environmental pollution at the time. "To protect our common homeland is a matter of vital importance for our 
common future," Yang said. 
 
He stressed that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol must be 
upheld and that the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities" must be adhered to. Yang urged both 
the developed and developing countries to do their part in tackling climate change. 
 
"Developed countries should face up to their responsibility, fulfill their commitment on emission reduction in real 
earnest and continue to take the lead in emission reduction after 2012," Yang said. He said China takes climate 
change seriously and has set a target of cutting energy intensity by about 20 percent and total discharge of major 
pollutants by 10 percent, and increasing forest coverage to 20 percent for the period between the end of 2005 and 
2010. 
 
Yang said China will follow its National Program on Addressing Climate Change and take an active part in 
international cooperation in climate change and contribute its share to protecting global climate. 
 
 
Chinese Premier vows to curb desertification 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-03) 

China should make utmost efforts to control desertification and sandification and rebuild the ecological system, said 
Premier Wen Jiabao during his visit to Minqin County of northwest China's Gansu Province on Monday. 
 
Lying between the two deserts of Tengger and Badain Jaran, Minqin county is the only oasis in that area. "We 
should win 'the fight for Minqin' and by no means should we let it vanish from the map," Wen said. He urged local 
governments to protect glaciers on upstream Qilianshan Mountain, regulate the water use and plant trees. 
 
Wen also presided over a meeting with experts, model workers and local officials to discuss measures to be taken to 
curb desertification. He said the ecological protection in Minqin should be carried out as a national project which has 
both warning and demonstrating effects on the overall desertification control work in China. 
 
"If we succeed in getting back the oasis in Minqin, we have the capability of getting all the desertificated land under 
control," he said. The ground water level of Minqin county has dropped half to one meter in the past 20 years due to 
the overuse of water resources and Hongyashan Reservoir in Minqin County, the biggest man-made desert 
reservoir in Asia, is diminishing. 
 
The county is one of the major places where sand storm originates in northwest China, and the reservoir plays a 
vital role in preventing desertification in the locality. 
 
Some of the villagers have been moved out of the county to other areas, with richer water resources, more than 100 
kilometers away from Minqin, in a bid to ease the pressure of water use. 
 
Statistics show that China's deserts are shrinking by 7,585 sq km annually due to the continuous efforts by local 
governments and people, compared with an annual expansion of 10,400 sq km at the end of last century. 
 
 
China issues regulations for national survey of polluters  

(Xinhua, 2007-10-15) 
The State Council, China's cabinet, issued regulations for national survey of pollution sources on Monday.  
 
The content of the 42-article statute, signed by Premier Wen Jiabao, was not specified but the State Council said it 
outlined "the scope, content and measures" of the first national survey to identify the whereabouts of the country's 
worst polluters, which will begin in 2008 and be completed the following year. The regulations stipulate that any 
officials, survey compilers and survey respondents who falsify data should be "criticized, punished or fined".  
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The national survey will be conducted every ten years, according to the regulations. The Chinese government set a 
target of reducing discharges of major pollutant discharges by ten percent over the 11th five-year plan period ending 
in 2010, but fell well short of its goal last year, prompting China's leaders to announce the introduction of a national 
survey.  
 
The survey is aimed at determining the number, sector and geographical distribution of the country's polluters in the 
country. "The regulations aim to ensure the survey is carried out scientifically and effectively and the data obtained 
is accurate,"said a statement from the Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council on Monday.  
 
In recent years, China's rapid economic growth has given rise to greater pollution and the existing data has been 
insufficient for environmental surveillance.  
 
Statistics show that there are more than 1.45 million industrial enterprises in China, but only 80,000 of them have 
been included in the government's key surveillance data. 
 
 
Chinese official denies "environmental disaster" caused by Three Gorges project  

(Xinhua, 2007-10-16) 
The Three Gorges project has not deteriorated environment in Chongqing, a sprawling metropolis next to the project, 
Mayor Wang Hongju said here Monday.  
 
Water in the Chongqing section of the Yangtze River is clean and drinkable, "and the water quality is the best in 
Chinese cities at current," Wang, who is also a delegate to the ongoing 17th National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC), said on the sidelines of the congress.  
 
The city also enjoys good air. It recorded 200 days with good air quality last year and may have more than 300 days 
this year, according to Wang. The saying that the Three Gorges project has caused environmental disasters could 
not stand scrutiny, Wang added.  
 
The Three Gorges dam has served as a barrier against seasonal floods threatening the lower reaches of the 
Yangtze River and the electricity generated by hydropower each year leads to a decrease of 100 million tons of 
carbon emissions.  
 
Hu Jintao said Monday at the opening of the CPC congress that China's economic growth is realized at an 
excessively high cost of resources and the environment, before listing other difficulties and problems that hinder 
China's development.  
 
China will promote conservation culture while moving to build a moderately prosperous society in all respects, said 
Hu while delivering a keynote political report. 
 
 
 
Energy  
 
China incorporates energy-saving efforts into performance rating of officials 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-29) 
 
China's top legislature adopted on Sunday the draft amendment to the Law on Conserving Energy which suggests 
work carried out by local government officials in energy conservation should be integrated into the assessment of 
their political performance.  
 
"The way in which energy saving goals are accomplished will be made part of the performance rating of local 
governments and their leaders," says the revised law.  
 
"Revising the current energy saving law is necessary and the draft amendment is basically practicable," said the 
legal committee under the National People's Congress in a written explanation.  
 
The law, which almost doubles the articles of the original, details measures to avoid energy waste, improve energy 
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efficiency and cut pollution emissions.  
 
Local energy saving standards in the construction industry must be stricter than those set by the central government 
and industrial associations as energy saving on buildings is closely related to the local geographic situation, 
according to the draft.  
 
Other energy-saving measures include strict control of the indoor temperature in public buildings and restrictions on 
decorative lighting for large buildings.  
 
The State Council, the cabinet, in early June issued a circular, ordering the temperature of all air-conditioned public 
rooms in government buildings to be kept at no lower than 26 degrees Celsius.  
 
In a five-year plan to 2010, China pledged to cut energy consumption per unit of gross domestic product (GDP) by 
20 percent, or 4 percent each year. However, the consumption actually fell by just 1.23 percent last year.  
 
The law, newly adopted by the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress at its five-day session after 
the second reading, will take effect on April 1, 2008. 
 
 

Health 
China builds 2,448 disease prevention, control centers 

(Xinhua, 2007-10-07) 
Chinese government has spent 10.5 billion yuan (1.4 billion U.S. dollars) in building 2,448 disease prevention and 
control centers across the country since 2003 and linked them with computer networks, said Chinese Minister of 
Health Chen Zhu here Saturday. 
 
"The most visible effect is that we are more capable of monitoring and acting against epidemics," Chen said. 
 
A disease prevention and control center at county level, the lowest level of the network, is able to report a case of 
serious epidemic like AIDS to the central government through a computer network. While continuing to improve the 
network against epidemics, Chinese government plans to pay more attention to daily killers like cardiovascular 
diseases and metabolic syndrome, Chen said. 
 
Metabolic syndrome is a set of diseases caused by metabolic disorder, including adiposity, diabetes and high blood 
pressure. As these diseases become more common, China needs to work out preventive programs to curb their 
development, Chen said, "or we may see Chinese caught by 'modern diseases' soon after they get rid of 
malnutrition." 
 
 
China to build health service system for all residents by 2010  

(Xinhua, 2007-10-14) 

Chinese Health Minister Chen Zhu has vowed to establish a medical service system which covers all urban and rural 
Chinese by 2010.  
 
The Ministry of Health will deepen the ongoing medical reform to attain the objective, the minister said at a Sino-
American medical forum opened in Shanghai, China's leading metropolis, on Friday.  
 
The reform of China's public health sector is in a crucial period. It covers a wide range of subjects including medical 
insurance, drug manufacturing and distributing and supervision and legislation of medical management.  
 
Increasing public criticism on high medical expense burden and endless hospital sandals have compelled the 
ministry to launch the reform which involved 16 ministries and commissions to brainstorm the reform.  
 
"Public medical service should not be a burden to the society, but an important aspect of sustainable social 
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development," the minister said.  
 
Eight think tanks including World Health Organization, Mckinsey,World Bank, Development Research Center of the 
State Council and four Chinese universities have submitted their proposals on the reform to the ministry.  
 
"The final plan of the reform will be a mixture of the proposals," he said.  
 
China started a medical service reform in 1992 to abolish a system in which governments cover more than 90 
percent of Chinese medical expenses.  
 
Medical insurance has been introduced and promoted in urban areas in Guangdong and some other provinces since 
1992 and cooperative medical care has been experimented in some rural counties to find a way to provide all 
Chinese with affordable medical service. 
 
Ministry: China's pig epidemic under control  

(Xinhua, 2007-10-29) 
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6292846.html 
 
 
 
Education 
 

Four changes in sending students overseas with state funding 
(People’s Daily online, 2007-10-11) 

As reform and opening up deepens, China's system of selecting students for overseas education using state funds 
has entered a new stage of development. 
 
Statistics showed continuously increasing numbers of students sent abroad by the state; and a higher proportion of 
them have returned. In 2007, the number of students sent out tripled over past years. 
The number of destination countries and cooperative projects also increased; and methods of cooperation 
diversified. 
The state has clearer guidelines for disciplines, and has key areas for financial support. 
 
Meanwhile, the education level of candidates has also improved, and many postgraduate students are being sent 
out. 
 
 
China Education Expo 2007 Kicks Off in Beijing 
 

http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/6292846.html
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Visitors consult international school staff members at the China Education Expo 2007 in Beijing on Saturday, October 20, 2007.  

A two-day China Education Expo 2007 kicked off in Beijing, at the China World Trade Centre, on Saturday. 
 
The expo has attracted 600 foreign universities and colleges from 40 countries and regions to take part this year. 
 
The expo will further be held in Chengdu, Qingdao, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Wuhan and Xi'an. 
 


