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IIInnntttrrroooddduuuccctttiiiooonnn   
 
The High-Level Int’l Food Safety Forum took place in Beijing on November 26 and 27 in Beijing. Vice-Premier Wu Yi 
called for closer international cooperation on food safety by establishing a notification system and sharing 
appropriate technologies. Delegates from 45 countries and regions issued a joint declaration in Beijing to boost 
information exchange on food contamination and disease outbreaks. Framework cooperation agreements were 
signed with Germany and the Republic of Korea. 

 
A 24-year-old man in east China's Jiangsu province, close to Shanghai, died of bird flu this month, the 17th Chinese 
so far. The previous one was a 19-year-old soldier who died in June. China has altogether reported 26 cases of bird 
flu since 2003 but so far no human-to-human transmission case. 
 
China's Ministry of Health announced that by the end of October, 223,501 people have been officially reported to 
have contracted HIV. However, according to an estimation of the Ministry, the WHO and UNAIDS, China could have 
as many as 700,000 people living with HIV/AIDS. Besides, the first phase of clinical trials on China's second 
homemade HIV/AIDS vaccine began at Peking Union Medical College Hospital in Beijing this month. 
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Science & Technology 
 
Land enclosure for 4th satellite center completed 

(China Daily, 2007-11-19) 

China has finished enclosing land for its fourth satellite launch centre near Wenchang City on the southern Chinese 
island of Hainan. 
 
The Wenchang Satellite Launch Centre covers an area of 20 square kilometers, it will include a command centre, in 
addition to a rocket-launching site, rocket assembly plant, and a space-science theme park. 
 
The most important part, the rocket-launching site, will be located in Longlou Town, a mountainous place located 40 
minutes by car from Wenchang. The launch tower is about 800 meters away from the seaside. China's sole space-
science theme park, at a cost of seven billion yuan, will be built at nearby Dongjiao Town. 
 
The enclosing of land will evacuate 6,100 villagers in the region by the end of 2008. 
Currently, China has three satellite launch centers, at Xichang in southwestern Sichuan Province, Jiuquan in 
northwestern Gansu Province, and Taiyuan in northern Shanxi Province. Hainan was selected as China's fourth 
launch centre mainly for its geographical advantage, being China's closest site to the equator it affords energy 
saving opportunities. 
 
The new launch centre will mainly shoulder the launching of geosynchronous (GEO) satellites, polar orbiting 
satellites, large space stations and deep space exploration satellites. The new base will not cause pollution or harm 
the surrounding area, due to the use of environmentally-friendly technologies. 
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New rocket set to blast off by 2013 

(China Daily, 2007-11-20)  

The country's next-generation launch vehicles for heavyweight satellites or space stations will be ready to blast off 
by 2013, a senior official has said.  

The Long March 5 launch vehicle, to be made in the Binhai New Area of the northern coastal city of Tianjin, will be 
59.4 meters long, with a launch weight of 643 tons and a lift-off thrust of 825 tons, Zhang Yanhe, deputy director of 
the Tianjin Office of Science Technology and Industry for National Defense, said.  

The diameter will be increased to 5 meters from 3.35 meters in the current-generation Long March 3 series. Zhang 
said the new rockets will be able to carry up to 25 tons to near-Earth orbits, up from the current 9 tons; and 14 tons 
to geosynchronous orbits, up from 5 tons. "Such carriers can launch heavyweight satellites or even space stations, 
which the current Long March 3-A rockets cannot handle," Zhang told China Daily.  

A 200-hectare rocket-building base is under construction in Binhai, and Zhang said work on production of the new 
rockets will start in December 2009 as soon as the construction is completed. "Research and tests on key 
technologies of the new rockets have been completed. According to our initial schedule, the rocket will be ready for 
its first lift-off about five years from now," he said.  

Zhang revealed that the construction of the base will cost about 4.5 billion yuan ($529 million). "The capability of the 
base can be expanded for even bigger rockets of diameters of 8 meters or even 10 meters," he said.  

Complementing the rocket-building base is a launch center under construction at Wenchang, South China's Hainan 
Province. Currently, the country has three launch centers in Gansu, Shanxi and Sichuan, all inland. The construction 
of the Wenchang base is expected to finish by 2012.  
 
 
Environment 
 

Pollution levels "diluted" in Yangtze 
(Swiss info, 2007-11-02) 

 
Swiss and Chinese scientists have released the results of a water quality survey of the River Yangtze, declaring that 
the concentration of pollutants is not excessive. The researchers, who monitored water quality along a 1,750km 
stretch of the river, said the Yangtze's "enormous pollution levels" were diluted by the massive water flow. 
  
Researchers from the Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology and the Wuhan Institute of 
Hydrobiology examined the waters of the Yangtze during a six-week project last year. 
  
Michael Berg from the Swiss institute, who took part in the expedition, told swissinfo the pollutant load from 
agriculture and industry was clearly increasing. Around 25 billion tons of waste is dumped into the Yangtze every 
year. 
  
"Concentrations of pollutants in the Yangtze are comparable to the big European rivers, but taking into account the 
tremendous amount of water discharged by the Yangtze, the total load washed out into the estuary and the sea is 
considerable," he said. 
  
The Yangtze is the world's third-largest river and water flow at the mouth of the river is ten times that of the Rhine. 
The sheer volume of water means it can hold great quantities of pollutants in relatively tolerable concentrations. 
Some 1,500 tons of nitrogen and 4.6 tons of arsenic are washed into the East China Sea each day. 
  
One of the main sources of pollution in the river is agriculture, which uses an excessive amount of mineral fertilizers. 
Pressures on the Yangtze will continue to intensify with the growth in industry and a rising standard of living. 
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Lost dolphin 
  
The same expedition that examined water quality also searched for the endangered Chinese river dolphin, or baiji, in 
order to move them to a reserve. But the expedition did not record any sightings of baiji. 
  
Swiss conservationist and expedition organiser August Pfluger announced after the exhaustive search that the 
freshwater dolphin was "functionally extinct." 
  
However the water quality results show no direct correlation between the chemical water quality of the Yangtze and 
the disappearance of the baiji.  
  
While water pollution was a damaging factor, other human activities such as increased waterway traffic and harmful 
fishing methods also proved treacherous for the dolphin.  
  
Water quality is a hot topic in China with regular incidents of contamination affecting large numbers of people.  
  
An algae bloom on Taihu Lake northwest of Shanghai in June prompted the suspension of running water in and 
around the major city of Wuxi for six days, forcing up to five million people to rely on bottled water. 
  
Mother river 
  
Professor Wang Ding of the Wuhan Institute of Hydrobiology was invited by the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) to present the findings of the Yangtze research in the Swiss capital Bern. 
  
"The support from the Swiss side is very important and it's not only about money. It's also about cooperation 
between different groups of people and organisations, which is very encouraging for us," he told swissinfo. 
  
Nearly 400 million people live in the Yangtze catchment area but the river is more than just a shipping channel, 
dumping ground and source of food and water for the people of the region. 
  
Wang explained that the Yangtze is known as the mother river of China. "That says it all. It's really important for the 
Chinese people... It is a part of your life, your motherland." 
 
 
Clean buses ready to roll in Shanghai 

(China Daily, 2007-11-16) 
 
A fleet of hybrid, clean energy fuel-cell buses will be operating in this city by 2009, giving green technology a major 
role in public life. 
 
A hydrogen refueling station for the buses has been built in the city's Anting area. 
 
The development was announced yesterday at the launch of the second phase of a fuel-cell bus commercialization 
project jointly carried out by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 
 
"Fuel-cell vehicles are an important technology for the future development of the automotive industry in China," 
Minister Wan Gang said at the launch ceremony. 
 
The automotive industry has spent 20 years working on environment-friendly technology, and clean energy 
represents the future, Yu Zhuoping, dean of the school of automotive studies at Tongji University, said. 
 
"Not only will these buses reduce the gases that cause global climate change, but they also represent a way to 
reduce our dependency on imported oil while easing the impact of air pollution on human health," UNDP assistant 
country director in China Kishan Khoday said. 
 
The first phase of fuel-cell bus commercialization started in Beijing in 2002. Three buses have been operating during 
weekdays along an 18.2 km route in Beijing. 
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The second phase of the project is aimed at demonstrating how fuel-cell buses work and determining how best to 
spread the technology. It will also involve studies of policies to support the use of clean vehicles. 
 

 
WB: Air pollution costs 3.8% of China's GDP 

(Xinhua, 2007-11-19) 
 
Air pollution is costing China 3.8 percent of its gross domestic product, causing more diseases and claiming more 
lives, the World Bank has warned. 
 
While it has put the combined health and non-health cost of outdoor air and water pollution for China's economy at 
around US$100 billion a year, or about 5.8 percent of the country's GDP, David Dollar, the World Bank country 
director for China and Mongolia, said air pollution poses higher costs than water pollution. 
 
Air pollution, especially in large cities, is leading to higher incidence of lung diseases, including cancer, respiratory 
system problems and therefore higher levels of work and school absenteeism, Dollar said, quoting a World Bank 
report issued following a joint assessment with China's State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA).  
He pointed to particulate matter, which measures less than 10 microns in diameter, as a major threat to health. 
The density of particulate matter in north China averages 112 microgrammes and that in the south, 88 
microgrammes, he said at a forum on China's investment environment in Chengdu, capital of southwest China's 
Sichuan Province. 
 
Particulate matter has also been a headache in Beijing, with density averaging 141 microgrammes. 
As part of the joint study, the World Bank and SEPA also conducted a survey in the southwestern Chongqing 
Municipality, one of the worst polluted Chinese regions, and the commercial center Shanghai, and found many 
citizens are willing to pay for reduced health risks associated with environmental pollution. 
Dollar said it would be a cost-effective move to reduce air pollution by moving manufacturing plants out of city 
centers, replacing coal-burning stoves with liquefied gas-fuelled heating systems, increasing state investment in 
public transport and limiting use of private cars. 
 
Despite the pollution challenges, the World Bank affirmed China's commitment to address the problem. China has 
put environment protection as its highest priority in its 11th Five Year Plan and called for a "resource saving society". 
China is set to improve its energy efficiency by cutting energy consumption by 20 percent per unit of GDP, along 
with a 10 percent cut in major pollutants, between 2006 and 2010. 
 
 
Green issues to get priority 

( 2007-11-30) 
 
Premier Wen Jiabao said yesterday that China will take firm steps to protect the environment, increase the efficiency 
of energy resources, develop renewable resources and reduce greenhouse gas emission. 
 
"China would like to work with the other nations of the world to deal with the global environmental issue," he said 
during a meeting with foreign participants of the annual China Council for International Cooperation on Environment 
and Development meeting. 
 
Wen said the theme of the meeting, innovation and an environment-friendly society, coincided with China's 
development strategy. 
 
Public transport posts deficit 
 
Communications authorities in Beijing yesterday revealed a deficit in the city's public transportation sector of 1.3 
billion yuan ($177 million) for last year. 
 
This is despite an income of 10.2 billion yuan, reported the Beijing Evening News. 
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The Beijing Public Transportation Holdings Ltd said low tickets prices introduced last year were the reason for the 
deficit. The low prices are aimed at getting more residents to take public transportation and alleviate traffic 
congestion. 
 
More blue skies for capital 
 
The capital has seen 230 "blue sky" days so far this year, Du Shaozhong, deputy director of the Beijing environment 
protection bureau, said during an online interview at the beijing.gov.cn, the municipal government's official website. 
Du said he was confident of meeting or even exceeding this year's "blue skies" goal, with only 15 days left to 
achieve. 
 
He attributed the clean skies to the restructuring of coal-burning boilers in the city to gas-powered ones, and the 
phasing out of old, emission-high vehicles. 
 
 
Energy  
 
China needs energy efficient edifices 

(China.org.cn, 2007-11-07) 

Currently the three biggest energy consumers in China revolve around construction, industry and transportation. 
With construction in China booming and an increased demand for comfort in residences, energy consumption for 
construction purposes has risen accordingly, reported China Economic Weekly on October 29. 

According to Wang Tiehong, chief-engineer of the Ministry of Construction, energy consumption for construction 
purposes accounts for 30 percent of society's total energy consumption. The energy is mainly consumed by heating 
and air-conditioning and reaches about 20 percent.   

The above-stated "30 percent" only refers to the energy consumed in constructing and utilizing these buildings. This, 
plus the energy consumed in producing building materials and other related construction costs, accounts for 46.7 
percent of the entire social energy.   

"Each year we'll have another 2-billion-square-meter new buildings and 99 percent of them are high energy 
consumption structures. With regard to the existing 43-billion-square-meter buildings, only 4 percent of them have 
adopted energy saving measures. Therefore the energy consumed by heating per unit area is more than 3 times 
that consumed by new buildings in developed countries. If no effective measures are taken China's building energy 
consumption will be treble the present standard by 2020.   

Building energy efficient edifices has aroused the attention of related institutions. Early in 1986 China first tried 
building energy efficient structures using design standards on a trial basis. And in 1999 this building energy efficient 
design standard was mandated in northern China. The General Office of the State Council and the Ministry of 
Construction put forward a series of documents to promote energy conservation in construction over the last few 
years. Local governments have also adopted practical measures to reduce building structures that consume undue 
energy.      

However, because of a lack of effective administrative supervision, the implementation of building to enhance 
energy saving measures has not run smoothly. 

But the above facts do indicate that China's energy saving technology regarding edifices still has great market 
potential. Chou Baoxing, vice minister of Construction, said that using highly efficient energy technology to transform 
existing buildings may save about 600 billion yuan (US $80.5 billion) each year, which means China could reduce 
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the amount of output needed from the 4 Three Gorges Power Stations.   
   
Currently China is facing environmental deterioration and limited resources. During the process of industrialization 
and urbanization, if the country wants to maintain a growth rate of over 7 percent per year and achieve sustainable 
development in the next 15 years, it is crucial to promote energy saving buildings and reduce building energy 
consumption now.   
 

Health 
Food safety endeavor goes global 

(China Daily, 2007-11-28) 

Delegates from 45 countries and regions Tuesday issued a joint declaration in Beijing to boost information exchange 
on food contamination and disease outbreaks.They also agreed that developed countries should help developing 
nations build food safety capacities to ensure safer food for all.    

The Beijing Declaration on Food Safety came at the conclusion of a two-day international forum that brought 
together experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) and about 600 delegates from nations including the 
United States, Canada, Australia, Malaysia, Thailand and Japan."This is not the first international agreement related 
to food safety... but it's the first time that we have countries getting together and saying, 'let's recognize that it's a 
joint responsibility and we should work together to improve it'," Jorgen Schlundt, Geneva-based executive director of 
the WHO's Food Safety Department, told reporters. "In that sense, we believe that it's a significant step forward." 
The document urges all countries to:  

- establish procedures, including tracking and recall systems, to rapidly identify, investigate and deal with food safety 
incidents.                                                                                                                                                                          
- inform WHO of emergencies such as the outbreaks of mad cow disease.- set up food and total diet monitoring 
programs with linkages to human and food-animal disease surveillance systems to obtain rapid and reliable 
information on food-borne diseases and hazards in food supply.     

Realizing that food safety standards could be used as a trade barrier, the declaration stipulates that food safety 
measures should be based on sound scientific evidence and risk analysis principles and should not create trade 
barriers.Urging cooperation between developing and developed countries, it says equal application of food safety 
measures can improve global food safety. 

Li Changjiang, China's top quality control official, said the declaration itself is a fruit of international collaboration.He 
said the agreement will be regarded as "the important principle for everyone to observe in future efforts to intensify 
cooperation in international food safety".Figures from China's General Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine show that in the first half of the year, 99.1 percent of Chinese food exported to the United 
States and 99.8 percent of the exports to the European Union were up to standard.Japanese figures also suggest 
that 99.42 percent of Chinese food sold to Japan last year was safe, higher than percentages for food imported from 
the EU and the US. 

 
 
Education 
 
China allocates 47b yuan to rural education fund 

(Xinhua, 2007-11-29) 
 

China's Ministry of Finance (MOF) said Wednesday it will allocate a further 47 billion yuan (6.4 billion US dollars) to 
support rural education in the next three years until 2009. The new funds would be used to ensure the 
implementation of compulsory education in rural areas, a MOF official said.      
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The total amount now devoted to rural education has reached 265.2 billion yuan (35.9 billion US dollars) for the 
period between 2006 to 2010, up from 218.2 billion yuan.Students from low-income families in the central and 
western regions started receiving subsidies from the this autumn semester. Primary students receive two yuan a day 
and secondary students three yuan on the basis of 250 schooling days, according to a notice jointly published by the 
MOF and Ministry of Education.The central budget has earmarked 3.7 billion yuan annually for the central and 
western regions to ensure these subsidies are offered to students, up from 3.67 billion in the original plan.    
 
The policy would benefit nearly 11 million students from low-income families in the regions, the MOF official said.In 
the more developed eastern regions, student subsidies would be financed by local governments, which may get 
some encouragement from the central government as well, according to the notice.The special fund would also 
make it possible to offer free textbooks for about 150 million rural students as of the autumn semester this year.The 
notice said a public utility fund for rural students would be increased, while more funding would be allocated to build 
and rebuild school rooms for rural students. 
 
 

 


