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Introduction  
 
 
The Ministry of Education decides who the best universities are when it comes to ranking and 
funding. Breakthroughs in stem cell research produced man-made mice. The government will 
boost new industries to protect the environment with money and resources. New technology is 
implemented in stores for the 2010 Shanghai World Expo. Overseas returned scholars are 
competing for rural jobs for the first time. The 100 golden criteria are set for perfect spacemen. 
RMB100 billion yuan will be spent on medical equipment by 2011. Before the West meets the 
East heart and soul, there is much scrutinizing both ways. 
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Policies 
 

University Rankings 
 
The Ministry of Education (MoE) in China does not recognize any University Rankings as they 
are referring to their own selection of the top universities in China. The 100 universities listed in 
the “211 project” and the 38 universities of the “985 project”. The “211” universities are selected 
by the MoE, the Ministry of Finances (MoF) and the National Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC). The selection of the “985” universities is under the responsibility of the 
MoE and MoF. There is no further information about the selection criteria available. 
 
Historically, academic performance, prestige and standing vis-à-vis other institutions have 
always been amongst the foremost concerns of leading universities and other institutions of 
higher education. In recent years, a growing acceptance from inside and outside of academia 
that cutting-edge technologies and innovations originate from and require exceptional centres of 
research and learning has precipitated the worldwide phenomenon known as the "world-class 
university". Consequently, more and more universities include the achievement of "world-class" 
status in their mission and make it an element of their long-term strategic plan. At the same time, 
a number of national governments are taking specific measures to promote and support the 
creation of world-class higher education institutions. 
 
The Centre for World-Class Universities of Shanghai Jiao Tong University will held “The 3rd 
International Conference on World-Class Universities (WCU-3)” from 2 to 4 November 2009 in 
Shanghai, China. The conference will bring together researchers, university leaders, policy 
makers and other stakeholders from various regions to discuss major developments related 
directly and indirectly to world-class universities.  
 
Shanghai Jiaotong Ranking 
 
Research oriented, size: top 500, region: World, Europe  
 
Institutions are ranked according to their academic or research performance. Ranking indicators 
include Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals winners and biometric data. Available for 5 fields: 
Natural Sciences and Math, Engineering and Computer Sciences, Life and Agriculture Sciences, 
Clinical Medicine and Pharmacy, and Social Sciences. 
 
Ranking Criteria and Weights 
 
The SJ ranks universities by several indicators of academic or research performance, including 
alumni and staff winning Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals, highly cited researchers, articles 
published in Nature and Science, articles indexed in major citation indices, and the per capita 
academic performance of an institution. 
 
For each indicator, the highest scoring institution is assigned a score of 100, and other 
institutions are calculated as a percentage of the top score. The distribution of data for each 
indicator is examined for any significant distorting effect; standard statistical techniques are 
used to adjust the indicator if necessary. 
Scores for each indicator are weighted as shown below to arrive at a final overall score for an 
institution. The highest scoring institution is assigned a score of 100, and other institutions are 
calculated as a percentage of the top score. An institution's rank reflects the number of 
institutions that sit above it.  
 
More about Shanghai Jiaotong ranking: http://www.arwu.org
 

                   Page: 2/7 

http://www.arwu.org/


Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
Confédération suisse 
Confederazione Svizzera 
Confederaziun Svizra 

 

 
Embassy of Switzerland in China 
Science, Education, and Health section 

 
 

News 
 
 
1. CAS Institute to Host 23rd International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence 

(CAS, 21-07-2009) 
 
IJCAI (International Joint Conferences on Artificial Intelligence) Board of Trustees voted in 
California in July, 2009 that the 23rd International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence 
(IJCAI-13) will be held in Beijing, August 2013. IJCAI has been held biennially in odd-numbered 
years since 1969. It is the highest level conference in artificial intelligence and also one of the 
most important academic events in the field of computer science. Organizations from more than 
10 countries proposed to host the IJCAI-13. Professor Wang Feiyue and his team representing 
the Institute of Automation, Chinese Academy of Sciences won out after a three-around 
competition. It will be the first time that IJCAI is held in China. 
 
 
2. Report: Chinese Scientists Create Live Mice from Skin cells 

(Xinhua, 24-07-2009) 
 

Chinese scientists have reported an important advance in 
the characterization of certain stem cells by creating live 
mice through reprogrammed skin cells. […] The generally 
accepted "gold standard" for determining whether a mouse 
iPS cell line has been fully reprogrammed is to show that 
when injected into a blastocyst, the iPS cells can, like bona 
fide ESCs, develop into different tissues in the resulting 
chimeric mouse, Dr. Shaorong GAO, National Institute of 
Biological Sciences in Beijing, told Xinhua. However, until 
now, mouse iPS cells have not been able to pass a more 
stringent test of true pluripotency termed "tetraploid 

complementation," which uses a hybrid embryo method to generate full-term mice entirely 
comprised of ESC-derived cells.  
 
 
3. What’s Good for the Mouse Is Good for the Monkey: Skin Cells Reprogrammed into 

Stem Cells 
(Science Daily, 04-08-2009) 

 
Scientists have successfully created the first induced pluripotent stem (iPS) cell lines from adult 
monkey skin cells. The research, published by Cell Press in the December issue of the journal 
Cell Stem Cell, demonstrates that the method of direct reprogramming is conserved among 
species and may be useful for creation of clinically valuable primate models for human diseases. 
[…] 

 
4. MOF, MOST and NEA Launched Golden Sun Project 

(MOST, 07-08-2009) 
 
The Ministry of Finance (MOF), the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) and the 
National Energy Administration (NEA) announced the launch of the Golden Sun Demonstration 
Project on 21 July, 2009. The Project is to facilitate the growth and expand the scale of the 
photovoltaic (PV) power generation industry, and promote emerging strategic industries like new 
energy, energy conservation and environment protection industries with an aim to foster new 
sources for economic growth. Recently the three departments have jointly issued a Notice on 
Implementing the Golden Sun Project. Accordingly efforts will be made through fiscal subsidies, 
scientific and technological support, and market incentives to accelerate the industrialization of 
PV technology and enable large scale development of the PV industry. Pilot PV projects of no 
less than 500 MW will receive fiscal subsidies in the coming two to three years. 
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5. Home-made RFID Technology and Products Debut in the Future Stores of World 

Expo 
(MOST, 04-08-2009) 

 
Revolving around the theme of the 2010 Shanghai World Expo-- “better city, better life”, the 
future stores of the Expo equipped with RFID technologies opened for business on 25 June, 
2009. The stores cover a package-purchase centre and a distribution centre of franchised 
products, souvenirs, and collections of the World Expo. The RFID technology, which will present 
lifelike images, will be widely used in the whole process of the product showcase, description, 
marketing, logistics and distribution. This technology is developed by Shanghai Jiaotong 
University, with the support of National High-tech R&D Program (863 Program). […] 
 
 
6. Educated Abroad, But Coming Home 

(People’s Daily, 04-08-2009) 
 
Some Chinese who were educated abroad are coming home to try to better the country's 
villages and cities. […] Since 2005, the government has encouraged university graduates to 
work in villages in a bid to improve rural administration and create more employment. By the 
end of 2008, some 130,000 Chinese graduates were working as village officials across the 
country. Yet until now, Chinese who have received overseas education seemed invisible in the 
legion of graduates in their application for grassroots jobs. […] 
 
 
7. China Doctor Reveals 100 Rules for Would-Be Spacemen 

(Reuters, 03-08-2009) 
 
No scars, no history of serious illness in the last three generations of your family, and no tooth 
cavities. These are amongst the 100 health requirements for would-be astronauts vying to be 
part of China's next space team, […] Aside from the physical requirements of the job, the 
candidate must also possess a pleasant and adaptable disposition. […]  
 
 
8. China to Spend 100 bn Yuan Buying Equipment for Grassroots Medical Institutions  

(Xinhua, 03-07-2009) 
 
China's central government will spend 100 billion yuan (14.7 billion U.S. dollars) for equipment 
and building constructions for nearly 10,000 grassroots medical institutions by 2011. […] The 
target of the financial aid is to build up at least one standardized county-level hospital and 
several qualified township health centres in each county. A standardized county-level hospital is 
required to have at least 250 beds for inpatients. The standardized equipment of a qualified 
township health centre should include X-ray apparatus, Type-B ultrasonic devices and life-
support machines. 
 
 
9. Overseas Field Trips Highlight Chinese View of Anthropology  

(Xinhua, 31-07-2009) 
 
About 20 Chinese anthropologists have taken field study trips around the world in recent 
years, in an attempt to educate a Western-dominated system about Chinese thinking. […] 
The first Chinese anthropologist to carry out field study abroad was Li Anzhai, who visited 
the United States and Mexico in the 1930s. Since then, up until the recent overseas 
initiatives, Chinese scholars have focused on domestic research. […] 
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10. Sino-Swiss Science and Technology Cooperation Program New Call for Proposals 

(Swissnex Shanghai, 05-08-2009) 
 
SSSTC Program launches its 3rd call for proposal for Faculty and Student Exchange and 2nd call 
for proposal of Institutional Partnership, in all disciplines, with deadlines being set on 15 
September, 2009 
 
The Faculty and Student Exchange Grants are designed to facilitate the first contact between 
scholars of both countries. In Switzerland, a Swiss faculty can apply SSSTC funding to invite 
Chinese faculties or students to work for a short period at his laboratory and to discuss detailed 
plans of collaboration. The length of the stay should not exceed 12 months for an exchange 
student, and no more than 3 months for an exchange faculty.  
 
The Institutional Partnership (IP) such as defined in the current SSSTC Program refers to a 
detailed collaboration plan between two research institutes, namely planned student and/or 
faculty exchanges within a period of time, scheduled workshops or participation of international 
conferences. The advantage of using this funding instrument is that the interested parties need 
to make only ONE application of funding for SEVERAL exchanges and workshops for a period 
of up to 3 years. 
 
Details of these instruments can be found in the following link. 
http://www.global.ethz.ch/stc/china/instruments
 
Interested parties can contact lan.zuogillet@swissnexshanghai.org in China or maio.chen-
su@sl.ethz.ch in Switzerland for more info.  
 
 
11. Swiss Participation at the Kick-off Meeting of Asia-Europe Physics Summit  

(Swissnex Shanghai, 05-08-2009) 
 
Asia-Europe Physics summit aims to strengthen the multi-lateral collaboration and exchange 
between Asia-Europe. Environmental, energy and health issues are global matters that call for 
more basic/applied research where physics plays a major role. State of the art of researches in 
this field often implies large scale infrastructure /network, therefore worldwide coordination is 
mostly needed.  
 
The kick-off meeting of the summit scheduled in 2010 was hosted at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University on July 24, 2009 by the President Zhang Jie, Chinese Academician in Physics and 
President of the Association of Asia Pacific Physical Societies. Swissnex Shanghai represented 
Switzerland’s interests at the meeting. Expectations from major Swiss players such as Center of 
Physics of Plasma of EPFL, Institute of Particle Physics of ETH Zurich and Paul Sherrer 
Institute have been consolidated and presented.  
 
Participants from countries such as China, Japan, Korea, France, Russia and Switzerland 
discussed issues such as identification of cross broader funding possibilities, interdisciplinary 
research, large scale infrastructure sharing, and training of young physics. Four working groups 
were formed to prepare in detail next year’s summit.   
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Events (August – December 2009) 
 

August 2009 
 
The 5th China Reproductive Health New Technologies & Products Expo 
Date:  5 August 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Reproductive Health 
 
World Soybean Research Conference VIII 
Date: 10 – 15 August 2009  
Place: Beijing 

 “Developing a Global Soy Blueprint for a Safe, Secure, and Sustainable Supply” 
 
The 17th Int'l Congress of the IFAA 
Date:  August 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Academic Exchange 
 

September 2009 
 
Int'l Conference on Nanoscience and Technology, China 2009 
Date:  September 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Academic Exchange 
 
Architecture Exhibition “ArchScapes” 
Date: 26 September – 20 October 2009 
Place: Today Art Museum, Beijing 

 Academic Exchange 
 

October 2009  
 
13th Int'l Fire Protection Equipment, Technology Conference & Exhibition China 
Date:  13 October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Fire equipment, Rescue Equi., Fire Pumps, Fire Resistant Building Materials, Design for Five 
Protection Engineering 
 
The 7th China Int'l Exhibition for Roofing & Waterproofing Tech. 
Date:  14 October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Roofing & Waterproofing Tech 
 
The First Int'l Conference & Exhibition on Reagents and Their Application 
Date:  14 October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Reagents and Their Application 
 
China Education Expo 2009 

Date:  15-18 October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

Date: 28 October 2009  
Place: Chengdu 

Date: 21 October 2009  
Place: Wuhan 

Date: 31 October – 1 November 2009  
Place: Guangzhou 

Date: 22-25 October 2009  
Place: Shanghai 

 

 One of the largest international education expo in China 
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The 11th Multinational Urban Traffic Conference and Exhibition 
Date:  18 October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Traffic planning and urban development, ITS 
 
The 1st China （Beijing）Int'l Cleaning Energy Technology & Equipment Exhibition and 
Summit of Conserving Energy & Reducing Emissions 
Date:  October 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Solar power technology 
 

November 2009 
 
China Fashion Week 2009 
Date:  November 2009 
Place: Beijing 

 Fashion Design 
 
Int'l Symposium on Carbon Cycling in Tropical Ecosystems 
Date:  November 2009 
Place: Guangzhou 

 Academic Exchange 
 

December 2009 
 
PHD Workshop 
Date: 11 – 13 December 2009  
Place: Swissôtel, Beijing 

 Contact: Christine.Kyburz@eda.admin.ch 
 
Marintec China 2009 
Date:  December 2009 
Place: Shanghai 

 Contact Mr. Liang at +86 (010) 8858 1528 
 
Source: www.most.gov.cn
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