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Please note that the previous newsletters can be downloaded from the website of the Embassy of 
Switzerland in China: www.eda.admin.ch/beijing1. To subscribe/unsubscribe or send us your comments, 
please send an email with the corresponding subject to cynthia.robbiani@eda.admin.ch. 
 
 
Introduction  
 
Leaders of the European Union and China got together on November 30 during the 12th EU-China Summit 
on Climate Change held in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province. Both side reaffirmed their continued support for each 
other’s peaceful and sustainable development. The two sides signed the EU – China S&T Cooperation 
Agreement extended in 2004 and the Memorandum of Understanding on the 2nd phase of Near Zero 
Emission Coal plant (NZEC) project. As a world growing power in science field, the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences announced 35 new academicians reaching the highest national academic achievement in science 
and technology. The same institution in collaboration with Inspur Group have started a joint project to 
develop the third-generation genome sequencing instrument, which might slash the cost of genome 
sequencing by 99 percent. 
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Policies 

 
Europe-China Cooperation in Science & Technology  

 
Started in the early 1980’s, the EU – China cooperation in Science and Technology (S&T) has notably 
increased during the European Commission’s 6th and 7th Framework Programme for Research and 
Technological Development. Since 1983, date of the inclusion of China in the list of countries benefiting 
from EC financial and technical aid, a number of legal documents have been formulated of which some 
important ones include: 
 
Ø EC-China commercial agreement, signed in April 1978 
Ø EC-China commercial and economic cooperation agreement, signed in May 1985 
Ø EC-China scientific and technical cooperation agreement, signed in 1999 
Ø EC-China maritime cooperation agreement, signed in December 2002 
Ø Agreement on the Galileo Navigation Cooperation, signed in October 2003, with an 

agreed contribution of €200 million from China 
Ø EU-China industrial policy dialogue, signed in October 2003 
Ø Agreement on research on peaceful use of nuclear energy, signed in 2004. 

 
As China is becoming a Research and Development world power, the EU has a strong interest in taking an 
active part in and benefiting from its R&D programmes and activities. In this context, the “Science and 
Technology fellowship programme China” has been launched in 2007 to promote the mobility of EU 
researchers towards the Chinese institutions providing language training, internships, through the 
dissemination of knowledge and understanding on how Chinese research systems work. Swiss 
researchers participate in this interesting programme.  
 
In 2008, the establishment of China-EC Science and Technology Partnership Scheme (CESTYS) has 
promoted new discussions to implement a strategic approach for cooperation in commonly defined areas of 
mutual interest. More than 250 research projects have included Chinese partners which represent a total 
budget exceeding 1.5 billion Euros. Chinese researchers compete directly with Europeans researchers for 
projects. They are more and more successful, especially in the areas of IT, life sciences, energy and 
materials research. 
 
More recently, on November 30, 2009, the city of Nanjing hosted the 12th EU – China Summit which 
focused on climate change. The European Commission was represented by President Jose Manuel 
Barroso and Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt, whose country holds the rotating EU presidency 
until the end of the year. The Chinese delegation was headed by Premier Wen Jiabao. Leaders of both 
sides agreed that the international community faces serious challenges which call for a global response. 
Global issues such as climate change, financial crisis, energy and resources security, food security, the 
environment and public health security have been increasingly prominent. “Only a week before the 
Copenhagen UN conference on Climate Change, we will stress the need for an ambitious and global result”, 
said Barroso. This summit ended up with the signing of the EU – China S&T Cooperation Agreement 
extended in 2004 and the Memorandum of Understanding on the 2nd phase of Near Zero Emission Coal 
plant (NZEC) project but no signs of new initiatives on pressing local global issues such as climate change. 
However, the two sides agreed to strengthen exchanges and cooperation between the EU and China in a 
wide range of areas such as science and technology, people-to-people contacts, education, culture, 
customs promoting and facilitating bilateral trade, health and emergency management.  
 
From a Beijing Embassy perspective it is also interesting to see that the European Delegation is 
strengthening its efforts to coordinate activities among member countries in the area of education 
promotion. In addition, the launch event of EURAXESS Links China was successfully held in the 798 Art 
Zone on Thursday, December 10. The event brought together more than 100 European researchers active 
in China, and included representatives of European and Chinese research funding institutions and press 
correspondents. EURAXESS Links is a global network, sponsored by the Directorate General for Research 
of the European Commission and aims at providing an efficient networking tool for European researchers 
living abroad. EURAXESS Links networks have already been set-up in the US (2006) and in Japan (2008).  
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News 

 
 
1. China to Build Geospace Environment Lab in Antarctica 

(CAS, 04-12-2009) 
 

China plans to build a geospace environment laboratory at its Zhongshan station in Antarctica, says a 
Chinese polar expert. Conducting ground observations in Antarctica, which frequently sees geophysical 
phenomena such as auroras, is significant to space studies, said Hu Hongqiao, an expert with the Polar 
Research Institute of China. The Zhongshan station, which passes through the auroral oval twice a day, is 
particularly well situated for observing the geospace environment because auroras can be seen there at 
various magnetospheric layers, Hu said. China already has accumulated much data in Antarctica through a 
multi-instrument upper atmosphere observation system at Zhongshan station. The system was built by the 
Polar Research Institute, Japan's National Institute of Polar Research, and Newcastle University of 
Australia. Scientists will start construction on the geospace environment laboratory during China's current 
26th scientific arctic expedition. They will install seven sets of equipment, including high frequency radar 
and aurora monitors. The equipment will be put into use in April, Hu said. The laboratory was expected to 
expand Zhongshan station's monitoring scope of geospace environment from the polar cusp and aurora 
oval to the polar cap. Read more about this article: 
http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CN/200912/t20091204_48109.shtml 
 
 
2. 2009 MOST-Shanghai Consultation Meeting Held 
 

 (MOST, 02-12-2009) 
 
The 2009 MOST-Shanghai Consultation Meeting, organized by MOST and Shanghai Municipal 
Government, was held in Shanghai on November 5. Vice Chairman of CPPCC and Minister of MOST WAN 
Gang and Mayor of Shanghai Han Zheng addressed the event. The meeting was chaired by Vice Mayor of 
Shanghai Shen Xiaoming. Minister WAN highlighted that Shanghai should promote the application of high 
technologies displayed in the Shanghai World Expo, put major special projects into implementation, and 
facilitate emerging strategic industries, like new energy, new material, new energy vehicles, biomedicine, 
the 3rd-generation mobile communications, and triple play. During the meeting, MOST and Shanghai 
reached consensus on a range of topics through in-depth communications, such as fostering new strategic 
industries, carrying out the pilot program of green economy on Chongming Island, implementing 
technological innovation projects, and further improving the environment for innovation and business 
incubation. Both sides also discussed how to attract high-caliber human resources and provide better 
environment for business incubation. Read more about this article: 
http://www.most.gov.cn/eng/pressroom/200912/t20091201_74437.htm 
 
 
3. Chinese sciences academy announces 35 new academicians  

(Xinhua, 04-12-09) 

The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) announced that 35 prominent scientists have been elected 
academicians, bringing the number of CAS academicians to 714. The new academicians, elected from 296 
candidates, included six from the mathematics and physics division, eight from chemistry division, five from 
the life sciences and medical sciences division, five from the earth sciences division, four from the 
information technological sciences division, and seven from the technological sciences division. CAS 
president Lu Yongxiang said 77 percent of the new academicians were under 60. The oldest was 73 and 
the youngest 42. "The average age of the newly elected is 54.1," he said. A CAS academician title is the 
highest national academic achievement in science and technology and a lifelong honor. New members 
were added every two years, with a quota of no more than 60 for each election. In addition, six foreign 
scientists were elected CAS academicians, bringing the number of foreign CAS academicians to 56. 
Among the newly elected, four were from the United States, one from France and one from Canada. Read 
more about this article: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/04/content_12590565.htm 
 
 

http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CN/200912/t20091204_48109.shtml
http://www.most.gov.cn/eng/pressroom/200912/t20091201_74437.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/04/content_12590565.htm
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4. China to Develop Third-Generation Genome Sequencing Instrument 
 

(CAS, 07-12-2009) 
 
The Chinese Academy of Sciences and Inspur Group have started a joint project to develop the third-
generation genome sequencing instrument, which might slash the cost of genome sequencing by 99 
percent. The instrument is expected to sequence a person's genomes in an hour at a cost of about 1,000 
U.S. dollars, compared with six weeks and 60,000-100,000 dollars by the current second-generation 
instrument, said Yu Jun, deputy head of the Beijing Institute of Genomics with the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. The academy and the Inspur Group, a leading supplier of computing platforms and IT application 
solutions in China, announced the project here on Friday, according to a report by Beijing Daily newspaper 
on Saturday. "The home-made third-generation genome sequencing instrument is not only conducive to life 
science research, but also concerns the genetic safety of China," Yu said. The sequencing instrument is 
vital for gene science research and the made-in-China third-generation instrument will help the country get 
a leading edge in the field, he added. Read more about this article:  
http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CASE/200912/t20091207_48154.shtml 
 
 

5. Plug pulled on download websites in copyright crackdown 
 
 

(Xinhua, 08-12-2009) 

Movie fans were surprised recently when they visited popular websites that offer free entertainment 
downloads and found them closed by regulators after China ramped up its battle against copyright 
infringement. The move left millions of Chinese users disappointed after they checked out their favorite 
BitTorrent (BT) websites. BT sites offer peer-to-peer file sharing protocol used to distribute large amounts 
of data. Last week, many such sites were either gone completely or carrying messages advising that links 
to downloadable movies and TV shows were unavailable. BTChina, a popular video sharing website, 
displayed a notice saying the State Administration of Radio, Film and Television (SARFT) had ordered it to 
close because it had no license to provide audio and video content. UUbird.com, a similar site, had a 
message that said it would delete all links for downloading TV series and films by mid-February "to comply 
with the State's laws and regulations". […] Some 800,000 users visited BTChina each day, according to 
statistics from http://alexa.cn. BTChina founder Huang Xiwei said yesterday in an online statement that the 
Ministry of Information Industry (MII) had also revoked the company's registration number. But he denied 
rumors he had been detained by the police. The highly visible crackdown is the most recent move in the 
government's harder line against copyright infringement. By the end of November, the authorities had shut 
414 video and audio websites in 2009 for either operating without a license, containing pornography and 
other "harmful" content as well as copyright violations. Read more about this article: 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/08/content_12608873.htm  
 
 
6. Chinese Scientists Have Detailed Genome Map of Giant Panda 
 

(CAS, 14.12.09) 
 

Chinese scientists have completed making a detailed genome map of giant panda, according to the State 
Forestry Administration. The mapping work was led by the Beijing Genomics Institute's Shenzhen branch 
(BGI Shenzhen), also a core participant in giant panda's genome sequencing project finished in October 
2008. This year's research result showed that the giant panda has 21 pairs of chromosome, and genome 
size is 2.4 G, with repeated sequence content of 36 percent and more than 20,000 genes. The research 
found there is a high genomic similarity between giant panda and dog, and it also supported the view of 
most scientists that "giant panda may be a subspecies of Ursidae". The research was joined as well by the 
Zoology Institute of Chinese Academy of Sciences and the academy's zoology Institute in Kunming, 
Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding and China Conservation and Research Center for the 
Giant Panda. The research has provided scientific support for giant panda's conservation, disease 
prevention and artificial propagation work, said researchers. 
 
Read more about this article: http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CASE/200912/t20091214_48410.shtml  
 

http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CASE/200912/t20091207_48154.shtml
http://alexa.cn
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-12/08/content_12608873.htm
http://english.cas.ac.cn/Ne/CASE/200912/t20091214_48410.shtml
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Events ( official Events Calendar of MOST has not been published yet) 
 
Swiss Architecture Award Ceremony  
Date: 20th of January 2010 
Place: Shenzhen 
Architecture Design Competition 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland, Chenchen.liu@eda.admin.ch 
 
ECAL Luxury and Design Exhibition 
Date: 1st of February to 12th of February 2010 
Place: Shanghai 
Discover High End Design from Switzerland presented by ECAL (Ecole Cantonale d’Art Lausanne) 
Contact: swissnex Shanghai, eveline.winiger@swissnexshanghai.org  
 
China International Education Expo 
Date: 13/14th of March 2010 
Place: Beijing 
 
China International Education Expo 
Date: 16/17th of March 2010 
Place: Chongqing 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland, Christine.Kyburz@eda.admin.ch 
 
Education Expo Mongolia 2010 
Date: 27/28th of March 2010 
Place: Ulanbaatar 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland, Christine.Kyburz@eda.admin.ch 
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