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Chinese Ministry of Education publishes guidelines to support the development of universities in Western 
China in an effort to expand equal education opportunities. Top Chinese universities decided to join edX
the world renowned MOOC platform to offer courses to the world netizens. 
required to increase quota reserved to admit rural students. Industrial leaders in China predicted huge 
potential in 3D printing sector in China. Ministry 
development plan for large science facilities. Beijing Municipal government launched a pilot project to rent 
electric vehicles. Beidou GPS system is expanding its business portfolios through Asia.
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electric vehicles. Beidou GPS system is expanding its business portfolios through Asia.
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China Released Plan to Support Universities in Cent ral and Western China to Grow Faster

 

The Chinese Ministry of Education, National Development and Reform
Finance have jointly launched a development plan to support universities in the less developed central 
and western China. The initiative is designed to help strengthen the faculties and facilities of universities 
in central and western China before 2020.

Top universities in China are so far
in Eastern China, leading to severe inequality in access to
unbalanced higher education landscape. For example, Beijing as the capital city, 
111 first-tier universities (“211 universities”) in China whereas the entire province of Xinjiang 
first-tier universities, and the province of Qinghai and Ningxia have no
good universities in the central and western area has not only hindered talent fostering but also slowed 
down regional economic development. 

It is within this context that the development plan is announced, which sets aside RMB 10 billion 
(approximately USD 1.6 billion) to support 100 universities in the region to improve their facility and their 
bachelor level education.  

In principle, universities in central and western China are encouraged to prioritize applied sciences and 
skill-based training to improve the employability of the graduates
In ethnic minority regions, academic programs on local history, 
(medicine, handcraft, music, etc.) will be developed.

Improving the competence of faculty
Externally, professors and researchers from top 
based in central and western universities will have a better chance of receiving national and local talent 
incentive packages such as the “Thousand Talent Program”. Internally, current faculty members
teaching and administrative staff
exchange with top universities in 
Scholarship Council will also prioritize candid
scholarship candidates for overseas studies and visiting scholarship.
staff, teachers’ training universities (“normal universities”
Ministry of Education-affiliated peers to improve the quality of education for future teachers. 

International cooperation is encouraged on a rather limited level, which is reasonable given the current 
academic and research capacity of t
increase exchanges with the neighboring countries and regions such as ASEAN countries and the Arabic 
countries. China Scholarship Council will leverage the current scholarship exchange framewo
motivate more international students
pursue their studies in central and western universities.
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Story of the Month 

China Released Plan to Support Universities in Cent ral and Western China to Grow Faster

The Chinese Ministry of Education, National Development and Reform Commission and the Ministry of 
Finance have jointly launched a development plan to support universities in the less developed central 
and western China. The initiative is designed to help strengthen the faculties and facilities of universities 

and western China before 2020. 

are so far overwhelmingly concentrated in the more economically well
in Eastern China, leading to severe inequality in access to good quality higher education and an 
unbalanced higher education landscape. For example, Beijing as the capital city, is home to

tier universities (“211 universities”) in China whereas the entire province of Xinjiang 
versities, and the province of Qinghai and Ningxia have none first-tier universities.

good universities in the central and western area has not only hindered talent fostering but also slowed 
down regional economic development.  

It is within this context that the development plan is announced, which sets aside RMB 10 billion 
(approximately USD 1.6 billion) to support 100 universities in the region to improve their facility and their 

ities in central and western China are encouraged to prioritize applied sciences and 
based training to improve the employability of the graduates and to address local development needs

In ethnic minority regions, academic programs on local history, local culture and traditional local 
(medicine, handcraft, music, etc.) will be developed. 

of faculty has been underlined as one of the priorities in the development plan.
Externally, professors and researchers from top universities at home and abroad who are willing to be 
based in central and western universities will have a better chance of receiving national and local talent 
incentive packages such as the “Thousand Talent Program”. Internally, current faculty members
teaching and administrative staff—will have more, if not regular opportunities for training, 

top universities in China and international study tours. On the national level, t
Scholarship Council will also prioritize candidates from central and western universities when selecting 
scholarship candidates for overseas studies and visiting scholarship. To ensure sustainability of teaching 

rs’ training universities (“normal universities”) in central and western China
affiliated peers to improve the quality of education for future teachers. 

International cooperation is encouraged on a rather limited level, which is reasonable given the current 
academic and research capacity of the universities. The universities are encouraged to develop and 
increase exchanges with the neighboring countries and regions such as ASEAN countries and the Arabic 
countries. China Scholarship Council will leverage the current scholarship exchange framewo
motivate more international students—particularly students from neighboring countries and regions to 
pursue their studies in central and western universities.  
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China Released Plan to Support Universities in Cent ral and Western China to Grow Faster  

Commission and the Ministry of 
Finance have jointly launched a development plan to support universities in the less developed central 
and western China. The initiative is designed to help strengthen the faculties and facilities of universities 

overwhelmingly concentrated in the more economically well-off cities 
higher education and an 

is home to 26 out of the 
tier universities (“211 universities”) in China whereas the entire province of Xinjiang hosts only 1 

tier universities. Lack of 
good universities in the central and western area has not only hindered talent fostering but also slowed 

It is within this context that the development plan is announced, which sets aside RMB 10 billion 
(approximately USD 1.6 billion) to support 100 universities in the region to improve their facility and their 

ities in central and western China are encouraged to prioritize applied sciences and 
and to address local development needs. 

local culture and traditional local industries 

as one of the priorities in the development plan. 
universities at home and abroad who are willing to be 

based in central and western universities will have a better chance of receiving national and local talent 
incentive packages such as the “Thousand Talent Program”. Internally, current faculty members—both 

opportunities for training, faculty 
national level, the China 

ates from central and western universities when selecting 
To ensure sustainability of teaching 

) in central and western China will pair up with 
affiliated peers to improve the quality of education for future teachers.  

International cooperation is encouraged on a rather limited level, which is reasonable given the current 
he universities. The universities are encouraged to develop and 

increase exchanges with the neighboring countries and regions such as ASEAN countries and the Arabic 
countries. China Scholarship Council will leverage the current scholarship exchange frameworks to 

particularly students from neighboring countries and regions to 
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1. Chinese Universities Joined edX in Online Education  Efforts 

EdX, the not-for-profit online learning initiative composed of the leading global institutions of the 
xConsortium, today announced another doubling of its university membership with the addition of its first 
Asian institutions and further expansion in the Ivy League. The xConsortium is gaining 15 prestigious 
higher education institutions, bringing its total to 27, in
in China, The University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong University of Science & Technology in Hong Kong, 
Kyoto University in Japan, and Seoul National University in South Korea, and Cornell University in Ithaca
New York.  

Tsinghua University President Chen Jining said that online education provides a brand
spread of knowledge and learning, which will in turn lead to major changes in global higher education, 
bringing profound changes to educati
development. President Chen noted that the development of online education brings great opportunities 
for higher education. It will help promote the teaching quality of universities and allow 
education. He also remarked that online education poses several challenges to the current university 
education model and that there is a need to rethink and rebuild the relationship between universities and 
society. He pointed out that online education provides a platform for the exchange of diverse culture 
around the world, however, the way to promote understanding and a positive integration between 
different cultures, through this platform, is a new issue facing all of us in education.

While MOOCs, or massive open online courses, have typically focused on offering free online courses, 
edX's vision is much larger. EdX is building an open source educational platform and a network of the 
world's top universities to improve education both o
how students learn. To date, edX has more than 900,000 individuals on its platform.

EdX is a not-for-profit enterprise composed of 20+ leading global institutions, the xConsortium. Founded 
by Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, edX is focused on transforming 
online and on-campus learning through groundbreaking methodologies, game
cutting-edge research on an open source platform. EdX provides inspirational and
knowledge to students of all ages, social status, and income who form worldwide communities of learners. 
EdX is focused on people, not profit, and is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts in the USA.

 (https://www.edx.org/alert/edx-expands

 

2. Beijing Wants More In- depth Higher Education Links with Europe

In a flurry of recent international meetings of 
deepening its higher education links with Europe. A more in
focus on understanding the management and governance of public universities to enable increase
international collaboration. 

Academics and policy-makers who took part in the European Union (EU)
level dialogue in Brussels in Apri
facilitating student exchanges, to discussing institutional
platforms that would also include partners from outside China and Europe.

According to China’s official media, one of the aims of the meeting in Brussels of both policy
university presidents from China and Europe was to “provide policy suggestions and enhance 
compatibility” between the higher education systems of the two sides.
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Chinese Universities Joined edX in Online Education  Efforts  

                                                                      
 

profit online learning initiative composed of the leading global institutions of the 
, today announced another doubling of its university membership with the addition of its first 

Asian institutions and further expansion in the Ivy League. The xConsortium is gaining 15 prestigious 
higher education institutions, bringing its total to 27, including Tsinghua University and Peking University 
in China, The University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong University of Science & Technology in Hong Kong, 
Kyoto University in Japan, and Seoul National University in South Korea, and Cornell University in Ithaca

Tsinghua University President Chen Jining said that online education provides a brand
spread of knowledge and learning, which will in turn lead to major changes in global higher education, 
bringing profound changes to educational ideals, educational systems, teaching methods, and student 
development. President Chen noted that the development of online education brings great opportunities 
for higher education. It will help promote the teaching quality of universities and allow 
education. He also remarked that online education poses several challenges to the current university 
education model and that there is a need to rethink and rebuild the relationship between universities and 

online education provides a platform for the exchange of diverse culture 
around the world, however, the way to promote understanding and a positive integration between 
different cultures, through this platform, is a new issue facing all of us in education.

While MOOCs, or massive open online courses, have typically focused on offering free online courses, 
edX's vision is much larger. EdX is building an open source educational platform and a network of the 
world's top universities to improve education both online and on campus while conducting research on 
how students learn. To date, edX has more than 900,000 individuals on its platform.

profit enterprise composed of 20+ leading global institutions, the xConsortium. Founded 
ity and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, edX is focused on transforming 

campus learning through groundbreaking methodologies, game
edge research on an open source platform. EdX provides inspirational and

knowledge to students of all ages, social status, and income who form worldwide communities of learners. 
EdX is focused on people, not profit, and is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts in the USA.

expands-xconsortium-asia-and/867) 

depth Higher Education Links with Europe  
   (university world news

In a flurry of recent international meetings of education policy-makers and university leaders, China is 
deepening its higher education links with Europe. A more in-depth relationship would include a stronger 
focus on understanding the management and governance of public universities to enable increase

makers who took part in the European Union (EU)-China people
in April said China and European countries had moved on from mainly 

facilitating student exchanges, to discussing institutional-level cooperation and creating joint research 
platforms that would also include partners from outside China and Europe. 

ina’s official media, one of the aims of the meeting in Brussels of both policy
university presidents from China and Europe was to “provide policy suggestions and enhance 
compatibility” between the higher education systems of the two sides. 
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                                                                          (edx.org, 21-05-2013) 

profit online learning initiative composed of the leading global institutions of the 
, today announced another doubling of its university membership with the addition of its first 

Asian institutions and further expansion in the Ivy League. The xConsortium is gaining 15 prestigious 
cluding Tsinghua University and Peking University 

in China, The University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong University of Science & Technology in Hong Kong, 
Kyoto University in Japan, and Seoul National University in South Korea, and Cornell University in Ithaca, 

Tsinghua University President Chen Jining said that online education provides a brand-new model for the 
spread of knowledge and learning, which will in turn lead to major changes in global higher education, 

onal ideals, educational systems, teaching methods, and student 
development. President Chen noted that the development of online education brings great opportunities 
for higher education. It will help promote the teaching quality of universities and allow for equal access to 
education. He also remarked that online education poses several challenges to the current university 
education model and that there is a need to rethink and rebuild the relationship between universities and 

online education provides a platform for the exchange of diverse culture 
around the world, however, the way to promote understanding and a positive integration between 
different cultures, through this platform, is a new issue facing all of us in education. 

While MOOCs, or massive open online courses, have typically focused on offering free online courses, 
edX's vision is much larger. EdX is building an open source educational platform and a network of the 

nline and on campus while conducting research on 
how students learn. To date, edX has more than 900,000 individuals on its platform. 

profit enterprise composed of 20+ leading global institutions, the xConsortium. Founded 
ity and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, edX is focused on transforming 

campus learning through groundbreaking methodologies, game-like experiences and 
edge research on an open source platform. EdX provides inspirational and transformative 

knowledge to students of all ages, social status, and income who form worldwide communities of learners. 
EdX is focused on people, not profit, and is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts in the USA. 

university world news, 11-03-2013) 
  

makers and university leaders, China is 
depth relationship would include a stronger 

focus on understanding the management and governance of public universities to enable increased 

China people-to-people high-
said China and European countries had moved on from mainly 

level cooperation and creating joint research 

ina’s official media, one of the aims of the meeting in Brussels of both policy-makers and 
university presidents from China and Europe was to “provide policy suggestions and enhance 
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Yang Xinyu, deputy secretary general of the China Scholarship Council, told University World News: “We 
are interested in the European university model to facilitate increased mobility and to understand how 
universities can work together.” She said this was imp
Europe were more university-based compared to the United States, where collaborations tended to be 
between individual professors. 

The European University Association (EUA)
China Scholarship Council, organised the first meeting of the EU
Cooperation and Exchange (HEPCE) in Brussels on 25 April, which included university leaders and ran 
alongside the EU-China policy dialogue.
European university leaders have moved on from their recent mindset of
source of fee-paying students, and from a tendency to regard China as a competitor rather than a partner 
in research. 

Just a few years ago “it was very difficult to convince European vice
provider of fee-paying students. Now no one in Europe can ignore that China has become important 
globally for research and will continue growing in importance,”
education policy unit at EUA.  

In the past China’s higher education globalization was “propelled by the desire to create ‘world
universities”, said Gaebel. But now its interest in collaboration has broadened to “improving the system 
and how to use higher education as a motor for economic development.

As part of its 10-year ‘innovation society’ plan
graduates as it evolves from a manufacturing hub into a kn
China is still learning from Europe about better models of university governance,” said Wächter. “Looking 
at higher education systems as a whole is certainly a good idea.” 

But some said China was deepening its a
it, and that its bid for world-class research universities modelled on those in the US would continue.

“It is a shift to Europe, but not a sudden abandoning of earlier policies,” Gaebel said. 

And it is not just about national development. China still has ambitious plans to be an international higher 
education hub. Du Yubo, China’s vice minister for education, said in Brussels that the country was 
seeking to attract more foreign students. By 2020 
making the country the “largest Asian destination for international students”.

(http://www.universityworldnews.com/a

 

3. More Places at Elite Universities for Rural Student s

Major universities have been urged to enroll more students from rural areas in a major effort to promote 
equality in education. Meanwhile, educational analysts urged the government to launch long
to improve the education level of rural students.

The State Council released a statement on 
opportunities for higher education to hard
increase the quota of students from least
exceeding its original target of 10,000, the statement said.
from central and western regions, where colleges are limited and competition for places is fierce.

To solve the education inequality problem, China announced that 10,000 places in prestigious universities 
would be open to students in high-
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Xinyu, deputy secretary general of the China Scholarship Council, told University World News: “We 
are interested in the European university model to facilitate increased mobility and to understand how 

She said this was important because collaboration and exchanges with 
based compared to the United States, where collaborations tended to be 

ssociation (EUA), together with the Academic Cooperation Association
, organised the first meeting of the EU-China Higher Education Platform for 

Exchange (HEPCE) in Brussels on 25 April, which included university leaders and ran 
China policy dialogue. Delegates said it was evident that EU policy

European university leaders have moved on from their recent mindset of seeing China merely as a 
paying students, and from a tendency to regard China as a competitor rather than a partner 

Just a few years ago “it was very difficult to convince European vice-chancellors that Asia was not just a 
paying students. Now no one in Europe can ignore that China has become important 

globally for research and will continue growing in importance,” said Michael Gaebel, head of the higher 

ucation globalization was “propelled by the desire to create ‘world
universities”, said Gaebel. But now its interest in collaboration has broadened to “improving the system 
and how to use higher education as a motor for economic development. 

‘innovation society’ plan, China is aiming to improve the quality and number of 
graduates as it evolves from a manufacturing hub into a knowledge economy. “Despite its own progress, 
China is still learning from Europe about better models of university governance,” said Wächter. “Looking 
at higher education systems as a whole is certainly a good idea.”  

But some said China was deepening its approach to higher education development rather than changing 
class research universities modelled on those in the US would continue.

“It is a shift to Europe, but not a sudden abandoning of earlier policies,” Gaebel said. 

d it is not just about national development. China still has ambitious plans to be an international higher 
education hub. Du Yubo, China’s vice minister for education, said in Brussels that the country was 
seeking to attract more foreign students. By 2020 some 500,000 international students would be in China, 
making the country the “largest Asian destination for international students”. 

http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20130510160844829) 

More Places at Elite Universities for Rural Student s 

Major universities have been urged to enroll more students from rural areas in a major effort to promote 
Meanwhile, educational analysts urged the government to launch long

to improve the education level of rural students. 

The State Council released a statement on May 15th promising the government will offer more 
on to hard-working students in rural areas. The government decided to 

increase the quota of students from least-developed areas attending key universities to 30,000 this year, 
exceeding its original target of 10,000, the statement said. The additional students should mostly come 
from central and western regions, where colleges are limited and competition for places is fierce.

To solve the education inequality problem, China announced that 10,000 places in prestigious universities 
-poverty regions every year. 
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Xinyu, deputy secretary general of the China Scholarship Council, told University World News: “We 
are interested in the European university model to facilitate increased mobility and to understand how 

ortant because collaboration and exchanges with 
based compared to the United States, where collaborations tended to be 

Academic Cooperation Association and the 
China Higher Education Platform for 

Exchange (HEPCE) in Brussels on 25 April, which included university leaders and ran 
Delegates said it was evident that EU policy-makers and many 

seeing China merely as a 
paying students, and from a tendency to regard China as a competitor rather than a partner 

chancellors that Asia was not just a 
paying students. Now no one in Europe can ignore that China has become important 

said Michael Gaebel, head of the higher 

ucation globalization was “propelled by the desire to create ‘world-class’ 
universities”, said Gaebel. But now its interest in collaboration has broadened to “improving the system 

, China is aiming to improve the quality and number of 
owledge economy. “Despite its own progress, 

China is still learning from Europe about better models of university governance,” said Wächter. “Looking 

pproach to higher education development rather than changing 
class research universities modelled on those in the US would continue. 

“It is a shift to Europe, but not a sudden abandoning of earlier policies,” Gaebel said.  

d it is not just about national development. China still has ambitious plans to be an international higher 
education hub. Du Yubo, China’s vice minister for education, said in Brussels that the country was 

some 500,000 international students would be in China, 

   (China Daily, 17-05-2013)  
 

Major universities have been urged to enroll more students from rural areas in a major effort to promote 
Meanwhile, educational analysts urged the government to launch long-term policies 

promising the government will offer more 
The government decided to 

developed areas attending key universities to 30,000 this year, 
students should mostly come 

from central and western regions, where colleges are limited and competition for places is fierce. 

To solve the education inequality problem, China announced that 10,000 places in prestigious universities 
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An official in charge of recruiting students at China Agricultural University, who identified himself only as 
Zhou, said his university already leaned toward the central and western areas, giving more opportunities 
to students from the likes of Henan and Sichuan provinces.

“The university will surely continue to see a rising number of students from less
with the country's ambitious recruitment target," he said, withou
majors in the universities open to students under the recruitment plan are related to agricultural sciences 
such as animal medicine and plant production, which will be very useful to local development if they go 
back to work in their hometowns." 

Chu Zhaohui, a senior researcher at the National Institute of Education Sciences, said the proportion of 
students from China's rural areas attending key universities is rather low.
rooted in big differences in basic educat
China needs to strengthen its input on teaching staff, who are in seriously short supply in rural areas.

Tan Zheng, a teacher in Southwest Guizhou province's Qianxi county, recalled that two of h
received offers from Guizhou University through the program.
ideal results in the college entrance examination due to too much pressure," he said.

Tan believes the program will provide a second chance
"It's important for rural students because they study really hard at school."

An official from the testing service bureau in Taibai county, Shaanxi province, who did not want to be 
identified, said 45 students in the county applied for the recruitment plan this year
2012. "All the students who applied for the plan last year failed to meet the entrance requirements for 
those famous universities, which partly caused a fall in applicatio

Li Chang'an, a public policy professor at the University of International Business and Economics in Beijing, 
said less-developed areas with fewer education resources, will receive mo
"But for long-term development, the country should give more supportive policies to upgrade education 
resources in less-developed regions, such as building more top
country can solve the distribution problem of educational resources on
be easier to realize."  

(http://english.people.com.cn/203691/8247450.html

 

4. Manufacturing Group to Build 3D Printing Innovation  Centers

A Beijing-based trade body told the Global Times Monday that industrial 3D printing will play a "very 
positive role" in upgrading Chinese manufacturing, echoing a survey of global executives who believe that 
the Chinese government needs to enco
the background of a global economic recovery.

Industrial 3D printing can easily create highly complex designs that are too difficult for traditional 
manufacturing technology, but it is not as 
traditional manufacturing, not replace it, Luo Jun, CEO of the Asian Manufacturing Association (AMA), 
told the Global Times. 

"Over the past 30 years, 3D printing technology has already been applied in
and biomedical industries, and now the conditions are ripe for it to scale up," said Luo, who is also 
executive secretary-general of the China 3D Printing Technology Industry Alliance, formed by China's 
leading research entities and enterprises in the field.

The alliance plans to build 10 innovation centers for 3D printing technology in 10 cities in China in the 
near future, with a planned investment of 20 million yuan ($3.3 million) for each center. The centers 
mainly aim to serve manufacturers, and the AMA is calling for fiscal policy support from the government.
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An official in charge of recruiting students at China Agricultural University, who identified himself only as 
Zhou, said his university already leaned toward the central and western areas, giving more opportunities 

students from the likes of Henan and Sichuan provinces. 

The university will surely continue to see a rising number of students from less-developed areas this year 
with the country's ambitious recruitment target," he said, without providing a specific num
majors in the universities open to students under the recruitment plan are related to agricultural sciences 
such as animal medicine and plant production, which will be very useful to local development if they go 

 

Chu Zhaohui, a senior researcher at the National Institute of Education Sciences, said the proportion of 
students from China's rural areas attending key universities is rather low. "This unfair situation is partly 
rooted in big differences in basic education between rural and urban regions," he said.
China needs to strengthen its input on teaching staff, who are in seriously short supply in rural areas.

Tan Zheng, a teacher in Southwest Guizhou province's Qianxi county, recalled that two of h
received offers from Guizhou University through the program. "Both were doing really well but didn't get 
ideal results in the college entrance examination due to too much pressure," he said.

Tan believes the program will provide a second chance for those who didn't do well in the examination. 
"It's important for rural students because they study really hard at school." 

An official from the testing service bureau in Taibai county, Shaanxi province, who did not want to be 
nts in the county applied for the recruitment plan this year, a slight decrease from 

"All the students who applied for the plan last year failed to meet the entrance requirements for 
those famous universities, which partly caused a fall in applications this year," he said.

Li Chang'an, a public policy professor at the University of International Business and Economics in Beijing, 
developed areas with fewer education resources, will receive more benefits due to the policy.

development, the country should give more supportive policies to upgrade education 
developed regions, such as building more top-class universities," he said.

country can solve the distribution problem of educational resources one day, the equality in educati

http://english.people.com.cn/203691/8247450.html) 

Manufacturing Group to Build 3D Printing Innovation  Centers  

based trade body told the Global Times Monday that industrial 3D printing will play a "very 
positive role" in upgrading Chinese manufacturing, echoing a survey of global executives who believe that 
the Chinese government needs to encourage more innovation to enhance its manufacturing base against 
the background of a global economic recovery. 

Industrial 3D printing can easily create highly complex designs that are too difficult for traditional 
manufacturing technology, but it is not as good at mass production. So 3D printing will complement 
traditional manufacturing, not replace it, Luo Jun, CEO of the Asian Manufacturing Association (AMA), 

"Over the past 30 years, 3D printing technology has already been applied in the aerospace, automotive 
and biomedical industries, and now the conditions are ripe for it to scale up," said Luo, who is also 

general of the China 3D Printing Technology Industry Alliance, formed by China's 
and enterprises in the field. 

The alliance plans to build 10 innovation centers for 3D printing technology in 10 cities in China in the 
near future, with a planned investment of 20 million yuan ($3.3 million) for each center. The centers 

e manufacturers, and the AMA is calling for fiscal policy support from the government.

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

Embassy of Switzerland in China 
and Education Section 

 

5/9 

An official in charge of recruiting students at China Agricultural University, who identified himself only as 
Zhou, said his university already leaned toward the central and western areas, giving more opportunities 

developed areas this year 
t providing a specific number. "Most 

majors in the universities open to students under the recruitment plan are related to agricultural sciences 
such as animal medicine and plant production, which will be very useful to local development if they go 

Chu Zhaohui, a senior researcher at the National Institute of Education Sciences, said the proportion of 
"This unfair situation is partly 

ion between rural and urban regions," he said. For instance, 
China needs to strengthen its input on teaching staff, who are in seriously short supply in rural areas. 

Tan Zheng, a teacher in Southwest Guizhou province's Qianxi county, recalled that two of his students 
"Both were doing really well but didn't get 

ideal results in the college entrance examination due to too much pressure," he said. 

for those who didn't do well in the examination. 

An official from the testing service bureau in Taibai county, Shaanxi province, who did not want to be 
, a slight decrease from 

"All the students who applied for the plan last year failed to meet the entrance requirements for 
ns this year," he said. 

Li Chang'an, a public policy professor at the University of International Business and Economics in Beijing, 
re benefits due to the policy. 

development, the country should give more supportive policies to upgrade education 
class universities," he said. "When the 

e day, the equality in education will 

 (Global Times, 13-05-2013) 

based trade body told the Global Times Monday that industrial 3D printing will play a "very 
positive role" in upgrading Chinese manufacturing, echoing a survey of global executives who believe that 

urage more innovation to enhance its manufacturing base against 

Industrial 3D printing can easily create highly complex designs that are too difficult for traditional 
good at mass production. So 3D printing will complement 

traditional manufacturing, not replace it, Luo Jun, CEO of the Asian Manufacturing Association (AMA), 

the aerospace, automotive 
and biomedical industries, and now the conditions are ripe for it to scale up," said Luo, who is also 

general of the China 3D Printing Technology Industry Alliance, formed by China's 

The alliance plans to build 10 innovation centers for 3D printing technology in 10 cities in China in the 
near future, with a planned investment of 20 million yuan ($3.3 million) for each center. The centers 

e manufacturers, and the AMA is calling for fiscal policy support from the government. 



Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft 
Confédération suisse 
Confederazione Svizzera 
Confederaziun Svizra 

 

 

 
China still lags behind the US in advanced manufacturing, such as 3D printing of turbine blades for jet 
engines, according to industry insiders who said good policies a
manufacturing competitiveness in general.

"China can consider developing an industry
innovation and differentiation. It can enact policies that bring in capital and
from developed countries and it should work on improving how to utilize innovations imported from other 
countries," Ricky Tung, co-leader of the Manufacturing Industry Group at auditing and consulting firm 
Deloitte China, said in an e-mail sent to the 
improve incentive mechanisms to cultivate technical leaders and promote deeper cooperation between 
enterprises and academic institutions," said Tung.

The consultancy's parent Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu released a survey of over 70 global executives 
Monday, many of whom agreed that China's current policies are supportive of boosting manufacturing 
competitiveness. 
 
Improvements can be made, however, in the areas of innovation
environmental regulations, the survey found.

(http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/781316.shtml#.UZGnC4J8s7A

 

5. China Publishes Development Plan for Large Science Facilities 2012

China announced its “Mid and Long Term Outline for Large Science Facilities Development (2012
in April 2013. This is China’s first systematic strategy paper ever published for 
infrastructure deployment and development.

The Outline listed detailed science facility development plans for the next 20 years in seven key and 
strategic fields: energy, life sciences, earth system and environment sciences, material scien
physics and nuclear physics, space and astronomical sciences, engineering sciences etc. In these seven 
fields, the following 16 projects will be built as priorities during the 12th five
2012): 

• Energy: accelerator-driven transmutation research facilities, efficient low
facility; 

• Life sciences: translational medical research facilities, animal model for phenotypic and genetic 
research facilities; 

• Earth system and environment: sea observator
system simulator; 

• Material sciences: high-energy synchrotron radiation source verification facility, the extreme 
condition experimental science facility, Shanghai Light Source Line Station Project;

• Particle physics and nuclear physics: high
Ray Observation Stations;

• Space and astronomy: ground simulation facilities for space environment, Chinese Antarctic 
Observatory; 

• Engineering and technical field: futur

(http://news.nost.org.cn/2013/04/chinas
development2012-2030-published/
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China still lags behind the US in advanced manufacturing, such as 3D printing of turbine blades for jet 
engines, according to industry insiders who said good policies are the key to improving China's 
manufacturing competitiveness in general. 

"China can consider developing an industry-led strategic transformation plan to focus on technological 
innovation and differentiation. It can enact policies that bring in capital and technology
from developed countries and it should work on improving how to utilize innovations imported from other 

leader of the Manufacturing Industry Group at auditing and consulting firm 
mail sent to the Global Times. "Going forward, (China) should continue to 

improve incentive mechanisms to cultivate technical leaders and promote deeper cooperation between 
enterprises and academic institutions," said Tung. 

arent Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu released a survey of over 70 global executives 
Monday, many of whom agreed that China's current policies are supportive of boosting manufacturing 

Improvements can be made, however, in the areas of innovation, policy implementation efficiency and 
environmental regulations, the survey found. 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/781316.shtml#.UZGnC4J8s7A) 

Plan for Large Science Facilities 2012 -2030  

“Mid and Long Term Outline for Large Science Facilities Development (2012
. This is China’s first systematic strategy paper ever published for 

infrastructure deployment and development. 

science facility development plans for the next 20 years in seven key and 
strategic fields: energy, life sciences, earth system and environment sciences, material scien
physics and nuclear physics, space and astronomical sciences, engineering sciences etc. In these seven 
fields, the following 16 projects will be built as priorities during the 12th five-year plan period (starting from 

driven transmutation research facilities, efficient low-carbon gas turbine test 

Life sciences: translational medical research facilities, animal model for phenotypic and genetic 

Earth system and environment: sea observatory network, precision gravimetric facilities, Earth 

energy synchrotron radiation source verification facility, the extreme 
condition experimental science facility, Shanghai Light Source Line Station Project;

e physics and nuclear physics: high-current Heavy Ion Accelerator, High
Ray Observation Stations; 
Space and astronomy: ground simulation facilities for space environment, Chinese Antarctic 

Engineering and technical field: future internet testing facilities and large low

http://news.nost.org.cn/2013/04/chinas-mid-and-long-term-outline-for-large-science
published/) 
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China still lags behind the US in advanced manufacturing, such as 3D printing of turbine blades for jet 
re the key to improving China's 

led strategic transformation plan to focus on technological 
technology-intensive industries 

from developed countries and it should work on improving how to utilize innovations imported from other 
leader of the Manufacturing Industry Group at auditing and consulting firm 

"Going forward, (China) should continue to 
improve incentive mechanisms to cultivate technical leaders and promote deeper cooperation between 

arent Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu released a survey of over 70 global executives 
Monday, many of whom agreed that China's current policies are supportive of boosting manufacturing 

, policy implementation efficiency and 

(nost.org.cn, 22-04-2013) 

“Mid and Long Term Outline for Large Science Facilities Development (2012-2030)” 
. This is China’s first systematic strategy paper ever published for national science 

science facility development plans for the next 20 years in seven key and 
strategic fields: energy, life sciences, earth system and environment sciences, material sciences, particle 
physics and nuclear physics, space and astronomical sciences, engineering sciences etc. In these seven 

year plan period (starting from 

carbon gas turbine test 

Life sciences: translational medical research facilities, animal model for phenotypic and genetic 

y network, precision gravimetric facilities, Earth 

energy synchrotron radiation source verification facility, the extreme 
condition experimental science facility, Shanghai Light Source Line Station Project; 

current Heavy Ion Accelerator, High-altitude Cosmic 

Space and astronomy: ground simulation facilities for space environment, Chinese Antarctic 

e internet testing facilities and large low-speed wind tunnel. 

science-facilities-
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6. Electric Cars for Rent in Pilot Project

All 15 electric cars in a pioneering rental project
organizers said. The project, the first of its kind in the capital, is aimed at promoting the private use of e
vehicles. 

Based at Tsinghua University Science Park in Haidian district, it was initia
Commission of Science and Technology and launched on 

The E150EV electric cars, produced by the Beijing Automotive Group, have all been booked, He Xiaohui, 
a spokesman for the park, said on 
where lots of high-tech enterprises are based.

Customers can rent the electric cars by the hour, day or month, said Zhan Jingjing, an employee of the 
project. The cars cost 49 yuan ($8) for two hours, 99 yuan per day a
said is very favorable compared with the cost of renting a normal car.

The park has also provided a power charging station that can accommodate 11 vehicles at a time, with 10 
slow chargers and one fast one. Three more such 
months. 

It costs less than 19 yuan to fully charge a car, which will then run for 120 kilometers. In traffic, the vehicle 
can last for as many as 160 km as the slow speeds save energy.

According to the city's science and technology commission, 750 electric taxi
and 2,000 more will come into service this year.
of fast-charging stations. 

At Tsinghua University Science Park, e
workers are stationed in the park for any maintenance and repair problems, said Chu Jing, the leader of 
the project's tech-support team. However, clients are still concerned about
called for more support policies. 

According to a report by Minister of Science and Technology Wan Gang, as of 2012 China had nearly 
40,000 new-energy vehicles, including electric cars, and about 80 percent of them were buses.
country will still focus on the promotion of new
be considered, he said. 

  (http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013

 

7. Beidou Set to Spread its Wings in Region

China's Beidou navigation system is set to increase its presence in the Asia
expected to become its fourth overseas customer later this month.

Huang Lei, international business director of Beijing BDS
Compass, in the international market, told 
Pakistan to enhance the location accuracy of Beidou.

These continuously operational reference stations 
agreement, which will see Pakistan follow in the footsteps of Thailand, Laos and Brunei in becoming a 
Beidou customer. 

Huang said building the network will cost tens of millions of dollars.

                   Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
 

                           Embassy of Switzerland in China
Science, Technology and Education Section

                  Page: 7

in Pilot Project  in Beijing  

All 15 electric cars in a pioneering rental project have been booked within three days of its Beijing launch, 
The project, the first of its kind in the capital, is aimed at promoting the private use of e

Based at Tsinghua University Science Park in Haidian district, it was initiated by the Beijing Municipal 
Commission of Science and Technology and launched on May 20th. 

The E150EV electric cars, produced by the Beijing Automotive Group, have all been booked, He Xiaohui, 
a spokesman for the park, said on May 22nd. He said most customers were people working in the park, 

tech enterprises are based. 

Customers can rent the electric cars by the hour, day or month, said Zhan Jingjing, an employee of the 
project. The cars cost 49 yuan ($8) for two hours, 99 yuan per day and 1,999 yuan a month, which she 
said is very favorable compared with the cost of renting a normal car. 

The park has also provided a power charging station that can accommodate 11 vehicles at a time, with 10 
slow chargers and one fast one. Three more such stations will be built in the park over the next three 

It costs less than 19 yuan to fully charge a car, which will then run for 120 kilometers. In traffic, the vehicle 
can last for as many as 160 km as the slow speeds save energy. 

city's science and technology commission, 750 electric taxis are available in the suburbs, 
and 2,000 more will come into service this year. The authority said it is also stepping up the construction 

e Park, e-car users can park in the battery charging station area, and three 
workers are stationed in the park for any maintenance and repair problems, said Chu Jing, the leader of 

support team. However, clients are still concerned about safety and repair issues, and 

According to a report by Minister of Science and Technology Wan Gang, as of 2012 China had nearly 
energy vehicles, including electric cars, and about 80 percent of them were buses.

country will still focus on the promotion of new-energy buses, but private cars using new energy will also 

http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-05/23/content_16521794.htm) 

Beidou Set to Spread its Wings in Region  
     

China's Beidou navigation system is set to increase its presence in the Asia-Pacific region, with Pakistan 
expected to become its fourth overseas customer later this month. 

Huang Lei, international business director of Beijing BDStar Navigation, which helps promote Beidou, or 
Compass, in the international market, told China Daily the company will build a network of stations in 
Pakistan to enhance the location accuracy of Beidou. 

These continuously operational reference stations will be built after the two countries sign a cooperation 
agreement, which will see Pakistan follow in the footsteps of Thailand, Laos and Brunei in becoming a 

Huang said building the network will cost tens of millions of dollars. 
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(Xinhua, 23-05-2013) 

 
have been booked within three days of its Beijing launch, 

The project, the first of its kind in the capital, is aimed at promoting the private use of e-

ted by the Beijing Municipal 

The E150EV electric cars, produced by the Beijing Automotive Group, have all been booked, He Xiaohui, 
mers were people working in the park, 

Customers can rent the electric cars by the hour, day or month, said Zhan Jingjing, an employee of the 
nd 1,999 yuan a month, which she 

The park has also provided a power charging station that can accommodate 11 vehicles at a time, with 10 
stations will be built in the park over the next three 

It costs less than 19 yuan to fully charge a car, which will then run for 120 kilometers. In traffic, the vehicle 

s are available in the suburbs, 
The authority said it is also stepping up the construction 

car users can park in the battery charging station area, and three 
workers are stationed in the park for any maintenance and repair problems, said Chu Jing, the leader of 

safety and repair issues, and 

According to a report by Minister of Science and Technology Wan Gang, as of 2012 China had nearly 
energy vehicles, including electric cars, and about 80 percent of them were buses. The 

energy buses, but private cars using new energy will also 

      (China Daily, 18-05-2013) 
 

Pacific region, with Pakistan 

tar Navigation, which helps promote Beidou, or 
the company will build a network of stations in 

will be built after the two countries sign a cooperation 
agreement, which will see Pakistan follow in the footsteps of Thailand, Laos and Brunei in becoming a 
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The system has been delivering services for the Asia
providing a global service by 2020. The Beidou network has 16 navigation satellites over the region, with 
30 more due to join the system by 2020.

Huang said foreign aid programs and cooperation agreements are the main ways to promote Beidou in 
the international market. 

China National Radio reported in April that under a 2 billion yuan ($317 million) agreement with Thailand, 
the system's first foreign user, China will 
Thailand. It will also build a large satellite ground station with an industrial park for the development and 
production of Beidou receivers for the wider Southeast Asian market.

Similar deals were signed with Laos and Brunei in late April. Laos will adopt Beidou in developing the 
country's agriculture, and to crack down on opium cultivation, while Brunei will use Beidou in building a 
modern capital, according to China's Ministry of Science and Tech

The ministry did not give further details about cooperation with these two countries.

While industrial experts estimate Beidou can trigger a potential market worth 225 billion yuan across 
China by 2015, Huang believes a huge potential market exists

He said Pakistan, Thailand and India are major potential Beidou users in the fisheries sector, because the 
system can help fishermen send emergency messages to rescue centers, and also inform their families 
about the latest conditions aboard vessels through a text message service.

Liu Guozhi, vice-chairman of the China Satellite Navigation Commission, told the fourth China Satellite 
Navigation Conference, which ended on Friday in Wuhan, Hubei province, that Beidou is made in China 
but will be used worldwide. 

The three-day conference, held annually since 2010, attracted more than 2,000 people from China and 
overseas. They discussed the latest progress in satellite navigation technology, with the theme of the 
conference being opportunities and challenges in Beidou's application.

Ran Chengqi, spokesman for the China Satellite Navigation Office, said Beidou will work with other 
satellite navigation systems, and international users are welcome to try the system.

Stuart Riley, engineering manager of US
know Beidou. “We have been working on a product to support Beidou, which will be announced soon,” he 
said. 

 (http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013

 

 
Science, T echnology and

The 5th China Cloud Computing 
Conference 
Date: June 5th to 7th  
Place: Beijing 
Contact: http://www.ciecloud.org/ 
 
The 13th China International 
Environmental Protection Exhibition and 
Conference 
Date: June 9th 
Place: Beijing 
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m has been delivering services for the Asia-Pacific region since December, with the aim of 
providing a global service by 2020. The Beidou network has 16 navigation satellites over the region, with 
30 more due to join the system by 2020. 

aid programs and cooperation agreements are the main ways to promote Beidou in 

China National Radio reported in April that under a 2 billion yuan ($317 million) agreement with Thailand, 
the system's first foreign user, China will build a national remote sensing system based on Beidou for 
Thailand. It will also build a large satellite ground station with an industrial park for the development and 
production of Beidou receivers for the wider Southeast Asian market. 

signed with Laos and Brunei in late April. Laos will adopt Beidou in developing the 
country's agriculture, and to crack down on opium cultivation, while Brunei will use Beidou in building a 
modern capital, according to China's Ministry of Science and Technology. 

The ministry did not give further details about cooperation with these two countries.

While industrial experts estimate Beidou can trigger a potential market worth 225 billion yuan across 
China by 2015, Huang believes a huge potential market exists outside the country.

He said Pakistan, Thailand and India are major potential Beidou users in the fisheries sector, because the 
system can help fishermen send emergency messages to rescue centers, and also inform their families 

aboard vessels through a text message service. 

chairman of the China Satellite Navigation Commission, told the fourth China Satellite 
Navigation Conference, which ended on Friday in Wuhan, Hubei province, that Beidou is made in China 

day conference, held annually since 2010, attracted more than 2,000 people from China and 
overseas. They discussed the latest progress in satellite navigation technology, with the theme of the 

s and challenges in Beidou's application. 

Ran Chengqi, spokesman for the China Satellite Navigation Office, said Beidou will work with other 
satellite navigation systems, and international users are welcome to try the system.

ger of US-based Trimble Navigation, said this is a good chance to get to 
know Beidou. “We have been working on a product to support Beidou, which will be announced soon,” he 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-05/18/content_16508460.htm) 

Events (June – July 2013)

echnology and  Education- related Events in China

China Cloud Computing 

Environmental Protection Exhibition and 

Contact: China Association of Environmental 
Protection Industry  
 
20th China International Industry Fair
Date: June 14th to 16th

Place: Chongqing 
Contact: http://www.cif.com.cn/
 
3rd China New Energy Expo
Date: June 14th to 15th

Place: Beijing 
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Pacific region since December, with the aim of 
providing a global service by 2020. The Beidou network has 16 navigation satellites over the region, with 

aid programs and cooperation agreements are the main ways to promote Beidou in 

China National Radio reported in April that under a 2 billion yuan ($317 million) agreement with Thailand, 
build a national remote sensing system based on Beidou for 

Thailand. It will also build a large satellite ground station with an industrial park for the development and 

signed with Laos and Brunei in late April. Laos will adopt Beidou in developing the 
country's agriculture, and to crack down on opium cultivation, while Brunei will use Beidou in building a 

The ministry did not give further details about cooperation with these two countries. 

While industrial experts estimate Beidou can trigger a potential market worth 225 billion yuan across 
outside the country. 

He said Pakistan, Thailand and India are major potential Beidou users in the fisheries sector, because the 
system can help fishermen send emergency messages to rescue centers, and also inform their families 

chairman of the China Satellite Navigation Commission, told the fourth China Satellite 
Navigation Conference, which ended on Friday in Wuhan, Hubei province, that Beidou is made in China 

day conference, held annually since 2010, attracted more than 2,000 people from China and 
overseas. They discussed the latest progress in satellite navigation technology, with the theme of the 

Ran Chengqi, spokesman for the China Satellite Navigation Office, said Beidou will work with other 
satellite navigation systems, and international users are welcome to try the system. 

based Trimble Navigation, said this is a good chance to get to 
know Beidou. “We have been working on a product to support Beidou, which will be announced soon,” he 

related Events in China  

Contact: China Association of Environmental 

China International Industry Fair  
th  

http://www.cif.com.cn/  

China New Energy Expo  
th  
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Contact: http://www.neforum.cn/ 
 
2013 China International Robot Show
Date: July 3rd  
Place: Shanghai  
Contact: http://www.ciros.com.cn 
  
21st International Conference on Nuclear 
Engineering  
Date: July 29th   
 

Swiss- related S&T, Education and Health Events 
 
EPFL EMBA Study Trip in China  
Date: June 
Place: Shanghai and Beijing 
Contact: Swissnex China  
 
University of Zurich Alumni Gathering
Date: June 19th  
Place: Shanghai 
Contact: Swissnex China  
 
Call for proposal: S wissnex China 
Booth@2013 Shanghai International 
Science & Art Exhibition  
Deadline: June 15th  
Place: Shanghai 
Contact: Swissnex China  
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2013 China International Robot Show  

International Conference on Nuclear 

Place: Chengdu 
Contact: http://www.icone21.org/infoCN.php
 
The 20th China International Industry Fair
Date: June 5th 
Place: Chongqing 
Contact: Chinese Mechanical Engineering 
Society 
 

related S&T, Education and Health Events and Announcements

 

University of Zurich Alumni Gathering  

wissnex China 
Booth@2013 Shanghai International 
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http://www.icone21.org/infoCN.php  

China International Industry Fair  

Contact: Chinese Mechanical Engineering 

and Announcements  


