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MOOCs in China: Opportunities and Barriers

When Stanford University professor Sebastian Thrun put
he probably never realized that around 160’000 students from around 19
that he had triggered a global reform in education sector. 
Online Course MOOC, this free, flexible and interactive way of online learning has been attracting the 
attention of everyone in everywhere.

The three leading MOOC platforms EdX, Coursera and 
around the world and offering around 500 courses in a variety of fields to anybody with an internet 
connection. Founded only in January
by the end of 2012.  

Compared to its peers in the United States, 
the MOOC revolution, but it is certainly on the agenda of bot
Education. 

Making good education resources available to the public is a main attraction
China, a country in which 9 millions students have to go through fierce competition every year for
in the 39 most prestigious universities and the opportunities for lifelong learning after graduation are still 
rather limited.  

Since the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology launched their first MOOC course “Science, 
Technology and Society in China” in April 2013 on Coursea,
have also decided to join the global MOOC platforms. 
announced their partnership with edX in May, 2013. 
University decided to work with Coursera. By working with global MOOC platforms, top Chinese 
universities wish to better brand themselves by putting their best courses online. In the meantime, the 
universities hope to better prepare 
in the near future, where online learning will play an increasing role.

Although all 3 MOOC leaders saw the potential of China, their entrance to Chinese market
easy. Language is the biggest barrier, as most of the courses offered are in English. Students in China 
without English proficiency might have to rely on subtitles which significantly reduce learning experience 
and student interaction. Access to teaching material is
which is blocked in China. Therefore students wishing to follow courses have to figure out a way to 
bypass the Great Fire Wall of China. Government regulation also plays a role. The Ministry of Education 
has explicitly expressed the necessity to develop Chinese MOOC platforms. The Ministry has already 
launched an “open course project” in 2011, uploading lecture videos online for open access. And in June 
2013, the Ministry announced the first batch of officia
platform ICourses (www.icourses.edu.cn

Several other Chinese internet portals have laun
Netease. Youku, the Chinese version of Y
the Youku platform. According to the Ministry of Education, they are also drafting policies to better 
promote and regulate MOOCs in China. Everybody sees its potential and every
but how MOOCs will develop in China and 
remains unknown for now.  
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Story of the Month 
 

MOOCs in China: Opportunities and Barriers  

y professor Sebastian Thrun put his artificial intelligence course online in 2011, 
he probably never realized that around 160’000 students from around 190 countries

triggered a global reform in education sector. With the rising popularity of Massive Open 
this free, flexible and interactive way of online learning has been attracting the 

ne in everywhere. 

The three leading MOOC platforms EdX, Coursera and Udacity are currently working with top universities 
around 500 courses in a variety of fields to anybody with an internet 

connection. Founded only in January, 2012, Coursera was able to attracted 1.7 million registered users 

Compared to its peers in the United States, it took Chinese universities more time for a decision to
the MOOC revolution, but it is certainly on the agenda of both the universities and the 

Making good education resources available to the public is a main attraction of MOOC
China, a country in which 9 millions students have to go through fierce competition every year for

39 most prestigious universities and the opportunities for lifelong learning after graduation are still 

Since the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology launched their first MOOC course “Science, 
ety in China” in April 2013 on Coursea, several top universities in Chinese mainland 

have also decided to join the global MOOC platforms. Tsinghua University and Peking University 
announced their partnership with edX in May, 2013. In July, Fudan University and Shanghai Jiaotong 
University decided to work with Coursera. By working with global MOOC platforms, top Chinese 
universities wish to better brand themselves by putting their best courses online. In the meantime, the 
universities hope to better prepare their faculty for possible changes to the traditional way of classrooms 

online learning will play an increasing role. 

saw the potential of China, their entrance to Chinese market
uage is the biggest barrier, as most of the courses offered are in English. Students in China 

without English proficiency might have to rely on subtitles which significantly reduce learning experience 
and student interaction. Access to teaching material is another. Course videos are primarily on Y
which is blocked in China. Therefore students wishing to follow courses have to figure out a way to 
bypass the Great Fire Wall of China. Government regulation also plays a role. The Ministry of Education 

s explicitly expressed the necessity to develop Chinese MOOC platforms. The Ministry has already 
launched an “open course project” in 2011, uploading lecture videos online for open access. And in June 
2013, the Ministry announced the first batch of official “Chinese MOOCs”, available on the Chinese 

www.icourses.edu.cn).  

Several other Chinese internet portals have launched their own course platforms, including Sina.com and 
se version of Youtube, has partnered with Udacity to bring selected courses to 

According to the Ministry of Education, they are also drafting policies to better 
promote and regulate MOOCs in China. Everybody sees its potential and everybody sees opportunities, 

OOCs will develop in China and how it will change the Chinese higher education landscape 
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Since the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology launched their first MOOC course “Science, 
several top universities in Chinese mainland 

Tsinghua University and Peking University 
and Shanghai Jiaotong 
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universities wish to better brand themselves by putting their best courses online. In the meantime, the 

their faculty for possible changes to the traditional way of classrooms 
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uage is the biggest barrier, as most of the courses offered are in English. Students in China 

without English proficiency might have to rely on subtitles which significantly reduce learning experience 
Course videos are primarily on Youtube, 

which is blocked in China. Therefore students wishing to follow courses have to figure out a way to 
bypass the Great Fire Wall of China. Government regulation also plays a role. The Ministry of Education 

s explicitly expressed the necessity to develop Chinese MOOC platforms. The Ministry has already 
launched an “open course project” in 2011, uploading lecture videos online for open access. And in June 

l “Chinese MOOCs”, available on the Chinese 
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to bring selected courses to 

According to the Ministry of Education, they are also drafting policies to better 
body sees opportunities, 

change the Chinese higher education landscape 
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1. University of Macau Moves Over the China Border

While there are plenty of academic institutions looking to enter 
more radical approach: It is abandoning its current campus and relocating entirely to Zhuhai, just across 
the mainland Chinese border. That means moving
60 laboratories. But what is most striking is that the new campus will be governed by the laws of Macau, 
not Beijing, despite its location.  
 
When classes start in this September, the University of Maca
on about a square kilometer, or roughly 250 acres, on Hengqin Island in southern Guangdong Province 
— will be “handed over” to Macau governance in accordance with a 2009 bill by the National People’s 
Congress in Beijing.  
 
Students, most of whom will be from Macau, will gain access to the new campus via an underwater tunnel 
without the usual immigration checks. Concrete barriers will cut it off from the rest of China. The setup is 
one reason the campus will have its own fire and police stations. 
 
It will also have an online hookup 
commonly known as the Great Firewall of China. “As the new campus will be under the jurisdiction of 
Macau, Internet and telecommunications services will continue to be provided by Macau providers,” said 
Wei Zhao, the University of Macau’s rector. “What students can access in the current campus will be 
accessible in the new campus, YouTube and Facebook included,” he said, referring to two popular Web 
sites blocked on the mainland. While many professors and stud
firewall, no other mainland campus has its own officially uncensored Internet connection.
 
The University of Macau’s new campus will be nearly 20 times the size of the old one, where there is no 
room for growth. “Right now, because we have no space, the students attend classes here and after that, 
they go home,” said Dr. Zhao, the rector. “When we move to the new campus on Hengqin Island, 
students can live, eat, play and study on campus. They will be able to enjoy a compl
 
But there is more to college life than bigger dorms and better facilities. Students and academics in Hong 
Kong and Macau are free to discuss politically sensitive events and criticize the government. Universities 
are now waiting to see what happens with campuses that straddle the border. 
 
“The whole point is that there is greater integration between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau,” said Dr. 
Fu, the expert on cross-border relations. “Hong Kong and Macau will be asserting greater influen
the area.”  
 
[…] 
 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/15/world/asia/University
Border.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

 
 

2. Tsinghua University Launches Global MBA Program 

Tsinghua University, China's top education and research institute, launched a joint global MBA program 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
month long bilingual MBA courses for Chinese and foreign students. It plans to enroll two classes of 120 
students every year, including students from at least 12 different foreign countries. The first ba
students will be enrolled in 2014, according to Dean Qian Yingyi of the Tsinghua University School of 
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News 

University of Macau Moves Over the China Border  

                                                                          (New York Times, 17

While there are plenty of academic institutions looking to enter China, the University of Macau
more radical approach: It is abandoning its current campus and relocating entirely to Zhuhai, just across 
the mainland Chinese border. That means moving 10,000 students and faculty, 650,000 books and about 
60 laboratories. But what is most striking is that the new campus will be governed by the laws of Macau, 

September, the University of Macau’s new campus — 
on about a square kilometer, or roughly 250 acres, on Hengqin Island in southern Guangdong Province 

will be “handed over” to Macau governance in accordance with a 2009 bill by the National People’s 

Students, most of whom will be from Macau, will gain access to the new campus via an underwater tunnel 
checks. Concrete barriers will cut it off from the rest of China. The setup is 

one reason the campus will have its own fire and police stations.  

It will also have an online hookup — including 3,800 WiFi hotspots — exempt from the restrictions 
commonly known as the Great Firewall of China. “As the new campus will be under the jurisdiction of 
Macau, Internet and telecommunications services will continue to be provided by Macau providers,” said 

hao, the University of Macau’s rector. “What students can access in the current campus will be 
accessible in the new campus, YouTube and Facebook included,” he said, referring to two popular Web 
sites blocked on the mainland. While many professors and students in China find ways to jump the 
firewall, no other mainland campus has its own officially uncensored Internet connection.

The University of Macau’s new campus will be nearly 20 times the size of the old one, where there is no 
ow, because we have no space, the students attend classes here and after that, 

they go home,” said Dr. Zhao, the rector. “When we move to the new campus on Hengqin Island, 
students can live, eat, play and study on campus. They will be able to enjoy a compl

But there is more to college life than bigger dorms and better facilities. Students and academics in Hong 
Kong and Macau are free to discuss politically sensitive events and criticize the government. Universities 

what happens with campuses that straddle the border.  

“The whole point is that there is greater integration between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau,” said Dr. 
border relations. “Hong Kong and Macau will be asserting greater influen

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/15/world/asia/University-of-Macau-Moves-Over-the
gewanted=all&_r=0)  

Tsinghua University Launches Global MBA Program  

   

Tsinghua University, China's top education and research institute, launched a joint global MBA program 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) on July 16th 2013. The program will include 21
month long bilingual MBA courses for Chinese and foreign students. It plans to enroll two classes of 120 
students every year, including students from at least 12 different foreign countries. The first ba
students will be enrolled in 2014, according to Dean Qian Yingyi of the Tsinghua University School of 
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(New York Times, 17-07-2013) 
 

University of Macau is taking a 
more radical approach: It is abandoning its current campus and relocating entirely to Zhuhai, just across 

10,000 students and faculty, 650,000 books and about 
60 laboratories. But what is most striking is that the new campus will be governed by the laws of Macau, 

 still under construction 
on about a square kilometer, or roughly 250 acres, on Hengqin Island in southern Guangdong Province 

will be “handed over” to Macau governance in accordance with a 2009 bill by the National People’s 

Students, most of whom will be from Macau, will gain access to the new campus via an underwater tunnel 
checks. Concrete barriers will cut it off from the rest of China. The setup is 

exempt from the restrictions 
commonly known as the Great Firewall of China. “As the new campus will be under the jurisdiction of 
Macau, Internet and telecommunications services will continue to be provided by Macau providers,” said 

hao, the University of Macau’s rector. “What students can access in the current campus will be 
accessible in the new campus, YouTube and Facebook included,” he said, referring to two popular Web 

ents in China find ways to jump the 
firewall, no other mainland campus has its own officially uncensored Internet connection. 

The University of Macau’s new campus will be nearly 20 times the size of the old one, where there is no 
ow, because we have no space, the students attend classes here and after that, 

they go home,” said Dr. Zhao, the rector. “When we move to the new campus on Hengqin Island, 
students can live, eat, play and study on campus. They will be able to enjoy a complete college life.”  

But there is more to college life than bigger dorms and better facilities. Students and academics in Hong 
Kong and Macau are free to discuss politically sensitive events and criticize the government. Universities 

“The whole point is that there is greater integration between Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau,” said Dr. 
border relations. “Hong Kong and Macau will be asserting greater influence on 

the-China-

      (China.org.cn, 17-07-2013) 
 

Tsinghua University, China's top education and research institute, launched a joint global MBA program 
The program will include 21-

month long bilingual MBA courses for Chinese and foreign students. It plans to enroll two classes of 120 
students every year, including students from at least 12 different foreign countries. The first batch of 
students will be enrolled in 2014, according to Dean Qian Yingyi of the Tsinghua University School of 
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Economics and Management (SEM).
students are required to pass the HSK level 3, 
when they graduate, Qian added.
universities on a short-term basis and visit Wall Street in New York to exchange ideas and experienc
with the business people there. 
 
Qian also mentioned, many distinguished entrepreneurs will be invited to give lectures to the global MBA 
students, including McKinsey Chairman Dominic Barton, Rio Tinto CEO Tom Albanese, President and 
CEO of Walmart International Doug McMillon and senior officials from BMW and BT.
 
According to Qian, the cooperation between Tsinghua SEM and MIT Sloan can be traced back to 1996, 
when they started to produce a joint international MBA program.
Tsinghua SEM borrows practices of MIT Sloan's MBA education and combines Chinese elements with 
universal business maneuvers in order to transit its MBA education from an international to a global 
program. "This is a milestone for Tsinghua," Qian sa
 
Professor S.P. Kothari, deputy dean of MIT Sloan School of Management, further explained the essence 
of the program. "It is not just a renaming, but it actually reflects the world change." "MIT has been 
collaborating with Tsinghua for 17 years
directly on China and we wanted to bask in that sunshine," he said.
 
Kothari pointed out that to help the Tsinghua international program transit to a global program, MIT Sloan 
will contribute in three ways: 
 
- Faculty members from Tsinghua will regularly visit MIT and exchange curriculum and research ideas 

with the teachers and students there.
 
- In return, faculty members from MIT Sloan will continue to visit Tsinghua and teach courses here 

every year. Students from the Tsinghua global MBA program will have the opportunity to visit MIT 
Sloan and take courses in innovation and entrepreneurship.

 
- Finally then, MIT gives their students the opportunity to work with Tsinghua students on actual 

learning projects and hands-on projects, sourced from local companies in Beijing and other parts of 
China. 

 
Tsinghua's Global MBA Program is also expected to help foreign students find jobs in Chinese 
enterprises overseas, Qian pointed out. "There is a trend that man
These students will have the advantage to get offers from these enterprises if they have a good 
understanding of Chinese culture and know how to run a business with Chinese people."
 
(http://www.china.org.cn/china/2013
 

3. China’s Exquisite Look at Earth’s Rocky Husk Wins R aves

 
Dong Shuwen likens his homeland's ambitions to study deep Earth to exploring deep space or the deep 
sea. For geologists, "it's the final fron
Geological Sciences (CAGS) in Beijing. And much as exploring the depths of space and oceans is 
expensive, peering beneath Earth's skin will require deep pockets. China's Cabinet is now weighing p
for a 15-year, $6.5 billion effort to peel away the secrets of our planet's crust and uppermost mantle, 
together known as the lithosphere. 
 
As a prelude to the megaproject, Dong and colleagues, at a joint meeting of the Geological Society of 
China and Geological Society of America 
million effort that Dong leads. In the 5
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Economics and Management (SEM). Chinese students will take courses in English and the international 
students are required to pass the HSK level 3, a standardized international Chinese proficiency test, 
when they graduate, Qian added. Every student has the opportunity to study at MIT and other overseas 

term basis and visit Wall Street in New York to exchange ideas and experienc

Qian also mentioned, many distinguished entrepreneurs will be invited to give lectures to the global MBA 
students, including McKinsey Chairman Dominic Barton, Rio Tinto CEO Tom Albanese, President and 

rnational Doug McMillon and senior officials from BMW and BT.

According to Qian, the cooperation between Tsinghua SEM and MIT Sloan can be traced back to 1996, 
when they started to produce a joint international MBA program. Against the backdrop of globali
Tsinghua SEM borrows practices of MIT Sloan's MBA education and combines Chinese elements with 
universal business maneuvers in order to transit its MBA education from an international to a global 
program. "This is a milestone for Tsinghua," Qian said proudly. 

Professor S.P. Kothari, deputy dean of MIT Sloan School of Management, further explained the essence 
of the program. "It is not just a renaming, but it actually reflects the world change." "MIT has been 
collaborating with Tsinghua for 17 years. We have the foresight in predicting that the sun will shine 
directly on China and we wanted to bask in that sunshine," he said. 

Kothari pointed out that to help the Tsinghua international program transit to a global program, MIT Sloan 

Faculty members from Tsinghua will regularly visit MIT and exchange curriculum and research ideas 
with the teachers and students there. 

In return, faculty members from MIT Sloan will continue to visit Tsinghua and teach courses here 
ar. Students from the Tsinghua global MBA program will have the opportunity to visit MIT 

Sloan and take courses in innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Finally then, MIT gives their students the opportunity to work with Tsinghua students on actual 
on projects, sourced from local companies in Beijing and other parts of 

Tsinghua's Global MBA Program is also expected to help foreign students find jobs in Chinese 
enterprises overseas, Qian pointed out. "There is a trend that many Chinese enterprises are going global. 
These students will have the advantage to get offers from these enterprises if they have a good 
understanding of Chinese culture and know how to run a business with Chinese people."

13-07/17/content_29446704.htm) 

China’s Exquisite Look at Earth’s Rocky Husk Wins R aves  

Dong Shuwen likens his homeland's ambitions to study deep Earth to exploring deep space or the deep 
sea. For geologists, "it's the final frontier," says Dong, a vice president of the Chinese Academy of 
Geological Sciences (CAGS) in Beijing. And much as exploring the depths of space and oceans is 
expensive, peering beneath Earth's skin will require deep pockets. China's Cabinet is now weighing p

year, $6.5 billion effort to peel away the secrets of our planet's crust and uppermost mantle, 
together known as the lithosphere.  

As a prelude to the megaproject, Dong and colleagues, at a joint meeting of the Geological Society of 
d Geological Society of America held in June, unveiled early findings from SinoProbe, a $200 

million effort that Dong leads. In the 5-year program, which is just now wrapping up, Chinese scientists 

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

Embassy of Switzerland in China 
and Education Section 

 

/10 

Chinese students will take courses in English and the international 
a standardized international Chinese proficiency test, 

Every student has the opportunity to study at MIT and other overseas 
term basis and visit Wall Street in New York to exchange ideas and experiences 

Qian also mentioned, many distinguished entrepreneurs will be invited to give lectures to the global MBA 
students, including McKinsey Chairman Dominic Barton, Rio Tinto CEO Tom Albanese, President and 

rnational Doug McMillon and senior officials from BMW and BT. 

According to Qian, the cooperation between Tsinghua SEM and MIT Sloan can be traced back to 1996, 
Against the backdrop of globalization, 

Tsinghua SEM borrows practices of MIT Sloan's MBA education and combines Chinese elements with 
universal business maneuvers in order to transit its MBA education from an international to a global 

Professor S.P. Kothari, deputy dean of MIT Sloan School of Management, further explained the essence 
of the program. "It is not just a renaming, but it actually reflects the world change." "MIT has been 

. We have the foresight in predicting that the sun will shine 

Kothari pointed out that to help the Tsinghua international program transit to a global program, MIT Sloan 

Faculty members from Tsinghua will regularly visit MIT and exchange curriculum and research ideas 

In return, faculty members from MIT Sloan will continue to visit Tsinghua and teach courses here 
ar. Students from the Tsinghua global MBA program will have the opportunity to visit MIT 

Finally then, MIT gives their students the opportunity to work with Tsinghua students on actual 
on projects, sourced from local companies in Beijing and other parts of 

Tsinghua's Global MBA Program is also expected to help foreign students find jobs in Chinese 
y Chinese enterprises are going global. 

These students will have the advantage to get offers from these enterprises if they have a good 
understanding of Chinese culture and know how to run a business with Chinese people." 

    (Science, 05-07-2013) 

Dong Shuwen likens his homeland's ambitions to study deep Earth to exploring deep space or the deep 
tier," says Dong, a vice president of the Chinese Academy of 

Geological Sciences (CAGS) in Beijing. And much as exploring the depths of space and oceans is 
expensive, peering beneath Earth's skin will require deep pockets. China's Cabinet is now weighing plans 

year, $6.5 billion effort to peel away the secrets of our planet's crust and uppermost mantle, 

As a prelude to the megaproject, Dong and colleagues, at a joint meeting of the Geological Society of 
, unveiled early findings from SinoProbe, a $200 

year program, which is just now wrapping up, Chinese scientists 
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have imaged the lithosphere by exploding dynamite and reco
reflected back to the surface.  
 
The campaign hasn't failed to impress. "It's a remarkable achievement," says Suzanne Mahlburg Kay of 
Cornell University, the president of the Geological Society of America. SinoProbe
significantly advanced our understanding of many aspects of the lithosphere." At the same time, some 
scientists worry that SinoProbe's coupling to mineral exploration may impede access to project data. 
 
SinoProbe echoes the pioneering U.S
seismometers to detect earthquake
crust to core, SinoProbe heavily relies on explosive charges and images only the lithosphere, a
resolution.  
 
SinoProbe has a much more applied bent as well. In 2006, driven by a hunger for resources and the need 
to better understand earthquakes, China's Cabinet backed SinoProbe as an exploration program with an 
eye on future mineral extraction. "The use of mineral resources [in China] has been increasing 
exponentially in the past few decades," Dong says. "Known domestic reserves are running out fast, and 
we are increasingly dependent on imports." To date, mineral excavation in China is mostly 
reserves within 500 meters of the surface; in other countries, mines go as deep as 5 kilometers. "There is 
an untapped wealth down there waiting to be explored," Dong says.
 
Since SinoProbe kicked off, Chinese geoscientists have set off dynamite
transects across the country. With resolutions of up to 250 meters, their images are much sharper than 
those gleaned from similar campaigns in North America in the 1980s. "The quality of the reflection data is 
outstanding," says G. Randy Keller, a geologist at the University of Oklahoma in Norman. SinoProbe has 
profited from advances in seismometer sensitivity and computational power. "It's like having a better 
telescope," says An Yin, a geologist at the University of Califo
looked fuzzy before come into sharp focus. Then we realize they might not be what we thought they are." 
 
The seismic reflection data tell a different tale, says Gao Rui, a geologist at CAGS' Institute of Geology in 
Beijing. If the channel flow model were correct, the boundary between the lower crust and the mantle 
should be smooth. Instead, SinoProbe revealed faults along the boundary, some extending to the middle 
crust. The "intriguing" results "challenge the channel
Pennsylvania State University, University Park. Others caution that reflection seismology requires a lot of 
interpretation. "There is a danger that comes with having a tool that only sees a small part of what'
there," says Mark Harrison, a geologist at UCLA. 
 
SinoProbe has already pinpointed new reserves of rare earth metals, nickel, chromite, and tungsten, 
Dong says. The commercial potential of such discoveries has outsiders worrying about SinoProbe's 
openness. For now, its data are available only to scientists directly involved in the program and their 
collaborators. "It's very difficult to cross check or verify the results," says Jérôme van der Woerd, a 
geologist at the Institut de Physique du Globe in 
way to make the most out of the project." In another 2 years or so, Dong says, some data will be available 
to scientists worldwide and other data will be shared according to bilateral agreements. 
 
In the meantime, Dong and others are making a play for a far grander project: SinoProbe phase II. They 
have proposed 20,000 kilometers of seismic reflection transects that will feature 3D imaging of the 
lithosphere, as well as magnetotelluric studies of subsur
Cabinet support for phase II comes through
limit" for Chinese geologists, Dong says.

 
  (http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6141/20.full
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have imaged the lithosphere by exploding dynamite and recording seismic waves from the detonations 

The campaign hasn't failed to impress. "It's a remarkable achievement," says Suzanne Mahlburg Kay of 
Cornell University, the president of the Geological Society of America. SinoProbe
significantly advanced our understanding of many aspects of the lithosphere." At the same time, some 
scientists worry that SinoProbe's coupling to mineral exploration may impede access to project data. 

SinoProbe echoes the pioneering U.S. EarthScope program. But whereas EarthScope uses broadband 
seismometers to detect earthquake-generated seismic waves and thus probe our planet's interior, from 
crust to core, SinoProbe heavily relies on explosive charges and images only the lithosphere, a

SinoProbe has a much more applied bent as well. In 2006, driven by a hunger for resources and the need 
to better understand earthquakes, China's Cabinet backed SinoProbe as an exploration program with an 

n. "The use of mineral resources [in China] has been increasing 
exponentially in the past few decades," Dong says. "Known domestic reserves are running out fast, and 
we are increasingly dependent on imports." To date, mineral excavation in China is mostly 
reserves within 500 meters of the surface; in other countries, mines go as deep as 5 kilometers. "There is 
an untapped wealth down there waiting to be explored," Dong says. 

Since SinoProbe kicked off, Chinese geoscientists have set off dynamite along nearly 6000 kilometers of 
transects across the country. With resolutions of up to 250 meters, their images are much sharper than 
those gleaned from similar campaigns in North America in the 1980s. "The quality of the reflection data is 

says G. Randy Keller, a geologist at the University of Oklahoma in Norman. SinoProbe has 
profited from advances in seismometer sensitivity and computational power. "It's like having a better 
telescope," says An Yin, a geologist at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). "Things that 
looked fuzzy before come into sharp focus. Then we realize they might not be what we thought they are." 

The seismic reflection data tell a different tale, says Gao Rui, a geologist at CAGS' Institute of Geology in 
eijing. If the channel flow model were correct, the boundary between the lower crust and the mantle 

should be smooth. Instead, SinoProbe revealed faults along the boundary, some extending to the middle 
crust. The "intriguing" results "challenge the channel flow theory," says Eric Kirby, a geologist at 
Pennsylvania State University, University Park. Others caution that reflection seismology requires a lot of 
interpretation. "There is a danger that comes with having a tool that only sees a small part of what'
there," says Mark Harrison, a geologist at UCLA.  

SinoProbe has already pinpointed new reserves of rare earth metals, nickel, chromite, and tungsten, 
Dong says. The commercial potential of such discoveries has outsiders worrying about SinoProbe's 

enness. For now, its data are available only to scientists directly involved in the program and their 
collaborators. "It's very difficult to cross check or verify the results," says Jérôme van der Woerd, a 
geologist at the Institut de Physique du Globe in Strasbourg, France. Openness, he argues, "is the only 
way to make the most out of the project." In another 2 years or so, Dong says, some data will be available 
to scientists worldwide and other data will be shared according to bilateral agreements. 

he meantime, Dong and others are making a play for a far grander project: SinoProbe phase II. They 
have proposed 20,000 kilometers of seismic reflection transects that will feature 3D imaging of the 
lithosphere, as well as magnetotelluric studies of subsurface conductivity and geochemical surveys. If 
Cabinet support for phase II comes through—no one knows when the decision will come
limit" for Chinese geologists, Dong says. 

ttp://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6141/20.full)  
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rding seismic waves from the detonations 

The campaign hasn't failed to impress. "It's a remarkable achievement," says Suzanne Mahlburg Kay of 
Cornell University, the president of the Geological Society of America. SinoProbe, she says, "has 
significantly advanced our understanding of many aspects of the lithosphere." At the same time, some 
scientists worry that SinoProbe's coupling to mineral exploration may impede access to project data.  

. EarthScope program. But whereas EarthScope uses broadband 
generated seismic waves and thus probe our planet's interior, from 

crust to core, SinoProbe heavily relies on explosive charges and images only the lithosphere, at high 

SinoProbe has a much more applied bent as well. In 2006, driven by a hunger for resources and the need 
to better understand earthquakes, China's Cabinet backed SinoProbe as an exploration program with an 

n. "The use of mineral resources [in China] has been increasing 
exponentially in the past few decades," Dong says. "Known domestic reserves are running out fast, and 
we are increasingly dependent on imports." To date, mineral excavation in China is mostly limited to 
reserves within 500 meters of the surface; in other countries, mines go as deep as 5 kilometers. "There is 

along nearly 6000 kilometers of 
transects across the country. With resolutions of up to 250 meters, their images are much sharper than 
those gleaned from similar campaigns in North America in the 1980s. "The quality of the reflection data is 

says G. Randy Keller, a geologist at the University of Oklahoma in Norman. SinoProbe has 
profited from advances in seismometer sensitivity and computational power. "It's like having a better 

rnia, Los Angeles (UCLA). "Things that 
looked fuzzy before come into sharp focus. Then we realize they might not be what we thought they are."  

The seismic reflection data tell a different tale, says Gao Rui, a geologist at CAGS' Institute of Geology in 
eijing. If the channel flow model were correct, the boundary between the lower crust and the mantle 

should be smooth. Instead, SinoProbe revealed faults along the boundary, some extending to the middle 
flow theory," says Eric Kirby, a geologist at 

Pennsylvania State University, University Park. Others caution that reflection seismology requires a lot of 
interpretation. "There is a danger that comes with having a tool that only sees a small part of what's out 

SinoProbe has already pinpointed new reserves of rare earth metals, nickel, chromite, and tungsten, 
Dong says. The commercial potential of such discoveries has outsiders worrying about SinoProbe's 

enness. For now, its data are available only to scientists directly involved in the program and their 
collaborators. "It's very difficult to cross check or verify the results," says Jérôme van der Woerd, a 

Strasbourg, France. Openness, he argues, "is the only 
way to make the most out of the project." In another 2 years or so, Dong says, some data will be available 
to scientists worldwide and other data will be shared according to bilateral agreements.  

he meantime, Dong and others are making a play for a far grander project: SinoProbe phase II. They 
have proposed 20,000 kilometers of seismic reflection transects that will feature 3D imaging of the 

face conductivity and geochemical surveys. If 
no one knows when the decision will come—"the sky's the 
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4. International Space Science Institute Sets Up its F irst Branch in Beijing

On July 16, 2013, the inauguration ceremony of the International Space Science Institute
was held at the National Space Science Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences (NSSC, CAS) in Beijing. 
Professor Rafael Rodrigo, Executive Director of the International Space Science Institute (ISSI)
and Professor Wu Ji, Chairman of the Board of Truste
inaugurated the new institute. During the opening ceremony, scientists also presented lectures on 
Chinese space science development, space weather monitoring and forecasting, and searching for 
extraterrestrial planets.  
 
Representatives from Ministry of Science and Technology, Chinese National Space Administration, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Natural Science Foundation of China, Asia
Organization and the relevant universities and
 
ISSI-BJ is jointly established by ISSI, headquartered in Bern, Switzerland, and NSSC with support from 
the Bureau of International Cooperation and the Space Science Strategic Program of CAS. As the only 
branch approved by ISSI’s Board of Trustees to share its brand, its Science Committee and the operating 
tools, ISSI-BJ will advance the internationalization of space science research, as well as provide an 
important window on Chinese space science to the scientifi
 
ISSI-BJ is an advanced research organization dedicated to advanced multi
of space science. By making use of the extensive connections with worldwide leading scientists and 
institutions established by ISSI, ISSI
facilities to scientists from all over the world, to reach out for new scientific horizons by using various tools, 
which have been developed and used in ISSI with outstanding output for many ye
 
The main function of ISSI-BJ is to contribute to the achievement of a deeper understanding of the results 
from different space missions (current and past), ground based observations and laboratory experiments, 
and adding values of those results thro
Teams, Workshops, Working Groups, Forums or as individual Visiting Scientists. 
 
The program of ISSI-BJ covers a widespread spectrum of disciplines of space science, including solar 
and space physics, astronomy and astrophysics, planetary science, astrobiology and microwave gravity 
science, and earth sciences from space. It will also provide independent and dedicated studies for future 
space science missions, with agreement from the related ag
innovativeness of the missions. 
 
During this year, ISSI-BJ will support one international team, and four forums on the science topics of four 
background space science projects, including X
millimeter wave very long baseline interferometry (Space VLBI), solar polar orbit observation
and magnetosphere-ionosphere-thermosphere coupling
of the scientific topics worldwide space science community. 
 
ISSI was established in 1995 and funded by the European Space Agency, the Swiss federal government, 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, et al. Every year, ISSI organizes and supports researches of more 
than 800 scientists, with more than 30 international teams and dozens of meetings. The Space Sciences 
series publications have an important impact on the field of space science.
 
(http://english.nssc.cas.cn/ns/NU/201307/t20130717_106343.html)
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International Space Science Institute Sets Up its F irst Branch in Beijing  

On July 16, 2013, the inauguration ceremony of the International Space Science Institute
as held at the National Space Science Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences (NSSC, CAS) in Beijing. 

Professor Rafael Rodrigo, Executive Director of the International Space Science Institute (ISSI)
and Professor Wu Ji, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of ISSI-BJ and Director General of NSSC, jointly 
inaugurated the new institute. During the opening ceremony, scientists also presented lectures on 
Chinese space science development, space weather monitoring and forecasting, and searching for 

Representatives from Ministry of Science and Technology, Chinese National Space Administration, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Natural Science Foundation of China, Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation 
Organization and the relevant universities and aerospace industry attended the ceremony. 

BJ is jointly established by ISSI, headquartered in Bern, Switzerland, and NSSC with support from 
the Bureau of International Cooperation and the Space Science Strategic Program of CAS. As the only 

pproved by ISSI’s Board of Trustees to share its brand, its Science Committee and the operating 
BJ will advance the internationalization of space science research, as well as provide an 

important window on Chinese space science to the scientific community.  

BJ is an advanced research organization dedicated to advanced multi- and interdisciplinary studies 
of space science. By making use of the extensive connections with worldwide leading scientists and 
institutions established by ISSI, ISSI-BJ will organize studies and provide research environment and 
facilities to scientists from all over the world, to reach out for new scientific horizons by using various tools, 
which have been developed and used in ISSI with outstanding output for many years. 

BJ is to contribute to the achievement of a deeper understanding of the results 
from different space missions (current and past), ground based observations and laboratory experiments, 
and adding values of those results through multidisciplinary research in the framework of International 
Teams, Workshops, Working Groups, Forums or as individual Visiting Scientists.  

BJ covers a widespread spectrum of disciplines of space science, including solar 
physics, astronomy and astrophysics, planetary science, astrobiology and microwave gravity 

science, and earth sciences from space. It will also provide independent and dedicated studies for future 
space science missions, with agreement from the related agencies, from China and abroad, to ensure the 

BJ will support one international team, and four forums on the science topics of four 
background space science projects, including X-ray timing and polarization
millimeter wave very long baseline interferometry (Space VLBI), solar polar orbit observation

thermosphere coupling (MIT), for discussion and further demonstration 
wide space science community.  

ISSI was established in 1995 and funded by the European Space Agency, the Swiss federal government, 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, et al. Every year, ISSI organizes and supports researches of more 

more than 30 international teams and dozens of meetings. The Space Sciences 
series publications have an important impact on the field of space science. 

(http://english.nssc.cas.cn/ns/NU/201307/t20130717_106343.html) 

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
 

Embassy of Switzerland in China 
and Education Section 

 

/10 

(CAS, 16-07-2013) 
 

On July 16, 2013, the inauguration ceremony of the International Space Science Institute-Beijing (ISSI-BJ) 
as held at the National Space Science Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences (NSSC, CAS) in Beijing. 

Professor Rafael Rodrigo, Executive Director of the International Space Science Institute (ISSI) in Bern, 
BJ and Director General of NSSC, jointly 

inaugurated the new institute. During the opening ceremony, scientists also presented lectures on 
Chinese space science development, space weather monitoring and forecasting, and searching for 

Representatives from Ministry of Science and Technology, Chinese National Space Administration, 
Pacific Space Cooperation 

aerospace industry attended the ceremony.  

BJ is jointly established by ISSI, headquartered in Bern, Switzerland, and NSSC with support from 
the Bureau of International Cooperation and the Space Science Strategic Program of CAS. As the only 

pproved by ISSI’s Board of Trustees to share its brand, its Science Committee and the operating 
BJ will advance the internationalization of space science research, as well as provide an 

and interdisciplinary studies 
of space science. By making use of the extensive connections with worldwide leading scientists and 

BJ will organize studies and provide research environment and 
facilities to scientists from all over the world, to reach out for new scientific horizons by using various tools, 

ars.  

BJ is to contribute to the achievement of a deeper understanding of the results 
from different space missions (current and past), ground based observations and laboratory experiments, 

ugh multidisciplinary research in the framework of International 

BJ covers a widespread spectrum of disciplines of space science, including solar 
physics, astronomy and astrophysics, planetary science, astrobiology and microwave gravity 

science, and earth sciences from space. It will also provide independent and dedicated studies for future 
encies, from China and abroad, to ensure the 

BJ will support one international team, and four forums on the science topics of four 
ation (XTP), space-based 

millimeter wave very long baseline interferometry (Space VLBI), solar polar orbit observation (SPORT) 
(MIT), for discussion and further demonstration 

ISSI was established in 1995 and funded by the European Space Agency, the Swiss federal government, 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, et al. Every year, ISSI organizes and supports researches of more 

more than 30 international teams and dozens of meetings. The Space Sciences 
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5. Researchers Find Simple Way to Cre

Chinese researchers said July 18
breakthrough that could greatly promote the development of so
tissues and organs for treatment of diseases.
a cocktail of small-molecule compounds to reprogram somatic cells to a pluripotent state with the ability to 
differentiate into any other type of cell in the body.
 
Previously, the genetic manipulation required to induce this pluripotent state, via nuclear transfer into 
oocytes or through the ectopic expression of defined factors, is complicated, a fact that has limited the 
cells' clinical applications so far. 
 
In this study, Professor Deng Hongkui of Peking University said his team validated "a whole new route" to 
pluripotent stem cells by inducing a pluripotent state in mouse somatic cells with a combination of seven 
small-molecule compounds. 
 
"Small molecules have advantages because they can be cell permeable, non
effective, and can be more easily synthesized, preserved, and standardized," the researchers wrote in 
their paper. "Moreover, their effects on inhibiting and activating the function 
reversible and can be finely tuned by varying the concentrations," they said.
 
In total, pluripotent stem cells can be generated from mouse somatic cells at a frequency up to 0.2 
percent using the combination of small
their differentiation potential, they injected the chemically induced pluripotent stem cells (CiPSCs) into 
immunodeficient mice and found that the cells were able to differentiate into tissues of all thre
 
Unlike mice generated through traditional methods, the mice generated from CiPSCs were "100 percent 
viable and apparently healthy for up to 6 months," they said.
researchers have successfully created several 
mouse lung, including one called QingQing, Deng wrote in an email.
than 100 days up to now. It develops well and it's lively and healthy. What's more, QingQing 
got its own 'babies' and they no longer need to worry about their health," Deng said.
 
The researchers believed that these findings "open up the possibility of generating functionally desirable 
cell types in regenerative medicine by cell fate r
of genetic manipulation and difficult
 
"To date, the complete chemical reprogramming approach remains to be further improved to reprogram 
human somatic cells and ultimately
 
(http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013
 

6. China’s Latest Product Recall: Tainted Diplo

 
A growing number of recalls – for cars, medical
product quality concerns. Now, in a case that connects product defect problems, a distrusted medical 
system and official corruption, a Sichuan province university is recalling its diplomas.
 
Twice in recent months, according to a report by the 21st Century Business Herald, graduates in the 
Class of ’13 at Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine have been asked to return their 
diplomas to fix defects: faulty signatures.
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Researchers Find Simple Way to Cre ate Stem Cells 

July 18th they have developed an "easy and safe way" to create stem cells, a 
breakthrough that could greatly promote the development of so-called therapeutic cloning to generate 

organs for treatment of diseases. The method, described in the US journal 
molecule compounds to reprogram somatic cells to a pluripotent state with the ability to 

differentiate into any other type of cell in the body. 

Previously, the genetic manipulation required to induce this pluripotent state, via nuclear transfer into 
oocytes or through the ectopic expression of defined factors, is complicated, a fact that has limited the 

is study, Professor Deng Hongkui of Peking University said his team validated "a whole new route" to 
pluripotent stem cells by inducing a pluripotent state in mouse somatic cells with a combination of seven 

advantages because they can be cell permeable, non-immunogenic, more cost
effective, and can be more easily synthesized, preserved, and standardized," the researchers wrote in 

"Moreover, their effects on inhibiting and activating the function of specific proteins are often 
reversible and can be finely tuned by varying the concentrations," they said. 

In total, pluripotent stem cells can be generated from mouse somatic cells at a frequency up to 0.2 
percent using the combination of small-molecule compounds, the researchers found.
their differentiation potential, they injected the chemically induced pluripotent stem cells (CiPSCs) into 
immunodeficient mice and found that the cells were able to differentiate into tissues of all thre

Unlike mice generated through traditional methods, the mice generated from CiPSCs were "100 percent 
viable and apparently healthy for up to 6 months," they said. Using the CiPSCs technology, the 
researchers have successfully created several healthy laboratory mice from fibroblastic cells in the adult 
mouse lung, including one called QingQing, Deng wrote in an email. "QingQing has been living for more 
than 100 days up to now. It develops well and it's lively and healthy. What's more, QingQing 
got its own 'babies' and they no longer need to worry about their health," Deng said.

The researchers believed that these findings "open up the possibility of generating functionally desirable 
cell types in regenerative medicine by cell fate reprogramming using specific chemicals or drugs, instead 
of genetic manipulation and difficult- to-manufacture biologics." 

"To date, the complete chemical reprogramming approach remains to be further improved to reprogram 
human somatic cells and ultimately meet the needs of regenerative medicine," they wrote.

http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2013-07/19/content_16796696.htm) 

Latest Product Recall: Tainted Diplo mas  

(Wall Street Journal

for cars, medical devices and food – illustrate one way China is addressing 
product quality concerns. Now, in a case that connects product defect problems, a distrusted medical 
system and official corruption, a Sichuan province university is recalling its diplomas.

in recent months, according to a report by the 21st Century Business Herald, graduates in the 
Class of ’13 at Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine have been asked to return their 
diplomas to fix defects: faulty signatures. 
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(China Daily 19-07-2013) 
 

they have developed an "easy and safe way" to create stem cells, a 
called therapeutic cloning to generate 

The method, described in the US journal Science, involved 
molecule compounds to reprogram somatic cells to a pluripotent state with the ability to 

Previously, the genetic manipulation required to induce this pluripotent state, via nuclear transfer into 
oocytes or through the ectopic expression of defined factors, is complicated, a fact that has limited the 

is study, Professor Deng Hongkui of Peking University said his team validated "a whole new route" to 
pluripotent stem cells by inducing a pluripotent state in mouse somatic cells with a combination of seven 

immunogenic, more cost-
effective, and can be more easily synthesized, preserved, and standardized," the researchers wrote in 

of specific proteins are often 

In total, pluripotent stem cells can be generated from mouse somatic cells at a frequency up to 0.2 
e compounds, the researchers found. To characterize 

their differentiation potential, they injected the chemically induced pluripotent stem cells (CiPSCs) into 
immunodeficient mice and found that the cells were able to differentiate into tissues of all three germ layer. 

Unlike mice generated through traditional methods, the mice generated from CiPSCs were "100 percent 
Using the CiPSCs technology, the 

healthy laboratory mice from fibroblastic cells in the adult 
"QingQing has been living for more 

than 100 days up to now. It develops well and it's lively and healthy. What's more, QingQing has already 
got its own 'babies' and they no longer need to worry about their health," Deng said. 

The researchers believed that these findings "open up the possibility of generating functionally desirable 
eprogramming using specific chemicals or drugs, instead 

"To date, the complete chemical reprogramming approach remains to be further improved to reprogram 
meet the needs of regenerative medicine," they wrote. 

(Wall Street Journal, 02-08-2013) 

illustrate one way China is addressing 
product quality concerns. Now, in a case that connects product defect problems, a distrusted medical 
system and official corruption, a Sichuan province university is recalling its diplomas. 

in recent months, according to a report by the 21st Century Business Herald, graduates in the 
Class of ’13 at Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine have been asked to return their 
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The problem is the people who signed the diplomas. First, the doctor who served as university president, 
Fan Xinjian, was detained on May 30
according to the reports. Details of the party’s allegations ag
violation is shorthand for alleged corruption.
replaced them with new certificates signed by its party secretary, a former hospital administrator named 
Zhang Zhongyuan. But on July 7, Mr. Zhang, too, was detained by party investigators under similar 
circumstances. 
 
The accusations are unclear. On July 24, the school said both officials were removed from their positions .
 
The school is one of the country’s most pr
graduate and undergraduate students. In addition to Mr. Fan and Mr. Zhang, Xinhua has reported 
detention of a number of top officials on the school’s huge business side
general manager of an asset management company linked to the school. Mr. Zuo is also a board member 
of a company part owned by the school, Shenzhen
 
Huasun, a maker of traditional Chinese medicine and steel, said in a stat
investigation for “personal reasons” and his absence won’t impact the business.
commission in Chengdu and the Party Committee of the Sichuan Province refused to comment. Chengdu 
University of Traditional Medicine is now on summer break and appropriate officials couldn’t be reached 
to comment in depth. 
 
The link in the diploma case between poor product quality, confused medical credentials and official 
corruption has been too rich for China’s i
 
Some graduates from the previous four years when Mr. Fan was school president are now worried about 
the credibility of their diplomas that carry his signature.
microblogger, who claimed to be a for
is a stigma.” 
 
Now, the Class of ’13 apparently has fresh ink on its diplomas. But it’s not immediately clear who signed 
them. A person answering a telephone in the administration office o
name on the diploma is approved from the top leaders.”
 
(http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2013/08/02/chinas

 
 

7. China Signs World- leading Astronomical Project

The National Astronomical Observatories of China (NAOC) signed the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) 
Master Agreement on July 26th, a global project that 
generation telescopes. 
 
At a signing ceremony in Hawaii, where the telescope will be constructed in April 2014, China jointly 
signed the agreement with other international parties, including the United S
India, marking a major step forward in the creation of a revolutionary astronomical facility.
 
"China is excited to be an active partner of such a world
for our community. With yet another major step taken, we look forward to many decades of solving the 
mysteries of the cosmos from Mauna Kea," said Yan Jun, the NAOC director general.
 
The next-generation astronomical observatory is scheduled to begin scientific operations in 2022 on 
Mauna Kea, Hawaii. "TMT is a unique and vibrant collaboration among universities in the U.S. with 
institutions in Canada, China, India and Japan. Uniting these various parties under a master agreement 
stands as a significant accomplishment for TMT as a sci
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people who signed the diplomas. First, the doctor who served as university president, 
Fan Xinjian, was detained on May 30th by Communist Party investigators for alleged discipline violations, 
according to the reports. Details of the party’s allegations against Mr. Fan aren’t known, but discipline 
violation is shorthand for alleged corruption. Because Mr. Fan had signed the diplomas, the school 
replaced them with new certificates signed by its party secretary, a former hospital administrator named 

ngyuan. But on July 7, Mr. Zhang, too, was detained by party investigators under similar 

The accusations are unclear. On July 24, the school said both officials were removed from their positions .

The school is one of the country’s most prestigious in traditional medicine, with an enrollment of 22,000 
graduate and undergraduate students. In addition to Mr. Fan and Mr. Zhang, Xinhua has reported 
detention of a number of top officials on the school’s huge business side, including Zuo Xiaojun,
general manager of an asset management company linked to the school. Mr. Zuo is also a board member 
of a company part owned by the school, Shenzhen-listed Chengdu Huasun Group.

Huasun, a maker of traditional Chinese medicine and steel, said in a statement July 12 Mr. Zuo is under 
investigation for “personal reasons” and his absence won’t impact the business. The discipline inspection 
commission in Chengdu and the Party Committee of the Sichuan Province refused to comment. Chengdu 

onal Medicine is now on summer break and appropriate officials couldn’t be reached 

The link in the diploma case between poor product quality, confused medical credentials and official 
has been too rich for China’s internet users to ignore. 

Some graduates from the previous four years when Mr. Fan was school president are now worried about 
the credibility of their diplomas that carry his signature. “Fan’s name is on my diploma,” wrote one 
microblogger, who claimed to be a former student. “The year when I graduated Fan just assumed office. It 

Now, the Class of ’13 apparently has fresh ink on its diplomas. But it’s not immediately clear who signed 
them. A person answering a telephone in the administration office on Thursday would say only, “The 
name on the diploma is approved from the top leaders.” 

http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2013/08/02/chinas-latest-product-recall-tainted-

leading Astronomical Project  

The National Astronomical Observatories of China (NAOC) signed the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) 
, a global project that will explore mysteries of the Universe by using next

At a signing ceremony in Hawaii, where the telescope will be constructed in April 2014, China jointly 
signed the agreement with other international parties, including the United States, Canada, Japan and 
India, marking a major step forward in the creation of a revolutionary astronomical facility.

"China is excited to be an active partner of such a world-leading facility, which represents a quantum leap 
another major step taken, we look forward to many decades of solving the 

mysteries of the cosmos from Mauna Kea," said Yan Jun, the NAOC director general.

generation astronomical observatory is scheduled to begin scientific operations in 2022 on 
"TMT is a unique and vibrant collaboration among universities in the U.S. with 

institutions in Canada, China, India and Japan. Uniting these various parties under a master agreement 
stands as a significant accomplishment for TMT as a scientific endeavor with global reach," said a TMT 
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people who signed the diplomas. First, the doctor who served as university president, 
by Communist Party investigators for alleged discipline violations, 

ainst Mr. Fan aren’t known, but discipline 
Because Mr. Fan had signed the diplomas, the school 

replaced them with new certificates signed by its party secretary, a former hospital administrator named 
ngyuan. But on July 7, Mr. Zhang, too, was detained by party investigators under similar 

The accusations are unclear. On July 24, the school said both officials were removed from their positions . 

estigious in traditional medicine, with an enrollment of 22,000 
graduate and undergraduate students. In addition to Mr. Fan and Mr. Zhang, Xinhua has reported 

including Zuo Xiaojun, the 
general manager of an asset management company linked to the school. Mr. Zuo is also a board member 

. 

ement July 12 Mr. Zuo is under 
The discipline inspection 

commission in Chengdu and the Party Committee of the Sichuan Province refused to comment. Chengdu 
onal Medicine is now on summer break and appropriate officials couldn’t be reached 

The link in the diploma case between poor product quality, confused medical credentials and official 

Some graduates from the previous four years when Mr. Fan was school president are now worried about 
“Fan’s name is on my diploma,” wrote one 

mer student. “The year when I graduated Fan just assumed office. It 

Now, the Class of ’13 apparently has fresh ink on its diplomas. But it’s not immediately clear who signed 
n Thursday would say only, “The 

-diplomas//) 

   (CAS, 26-07-2013) 
 

The National Astronomical Observatories of China (NAOC) signed the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) 
will explore mysteries of the Universe by using next-

At a signing ceremony in Hawaii, where the telescope will be constructed in April 2014, China jointly 
tates, Canada, Japan and 

India, marking a major step forward in the creation of a revolutionary astronomical facility. 

leading facility, which represents a quantum leap 
another major step taken, we look forward to many decades of solving the 

mysteries of the cosmos from Mauna Kea," said Yan Jun, the NAOC director general. 

generation astronomical observatory is scheduled to begin scientific operations in 2022 on 
"TMT is a unique and vibrant collaboration among universities in the U.S. with 

institutions in Canada, China, India and Japan. Uniting these various parties under a master agreement 
entific endeavor with global reach," said a TMT 
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project statement. "The signing of this master agreement marks a major milestone in the official 
commitment to and formalization of this global collaboration, ensuring that the TMT project is on schedule 
and progressing smoothly," said Henry Yang, chair of the TMT Collaborative Board.
 
"We have been working towards this moment for a long time and this is a special day for astronomy's 
next-generation observatory," Yang said.
purpose of developing, designing, financing, constructing, commissioning, operating and 
decommissioning a next-generation, 30
document establishes a formal agreement am
establishing a governance structure and defining member party rights, obligations and benefits, it said.
 
"We are pleased with this vote of confidence from the scientific authorities," said Edward
of the TMT Board. "Their signing of this master agreement is a key endorsement of TMT's scientific 
merits as well as the project's overall implementation plan."
 
In advancing the TMT project, the next step will be for the financial autho
document and finalize the funding plan, said the statement.
 
TMT is a collaboration of the California Institute of Technology, University of California, the Association of 
Canadian Universities for Research in Astronomy, 
consortium of Chinese institutions led by the NAOC of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and institutions 
in India supported by the Department of Science and Technology of India.
 
(http://english.cas.cn/Ne/CASE/201307/t20130726_107069.shtml

 

 
Science, T echnology and

The 9th China Science and Technology 
Forum  
Date: August 15th to 16th  
Place: Beijing 
Contact: www.casted.org.cn  
 
China Health Forum 
Date: August 16th to 17th  
Place: Beijing  
Contact: www.chf-bj.org/ 
 
The 13th China Photovoltaic Conference 
and International Exhibition 
Date: September 5th to 7th  
Place: Beijing 

 
Swiss- related S&T, Educati

 
“Roboy” Common theatre Project
Date: August 10th  
Place: Beijing 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland in China 
 
“Roboy” Common theatre Project
Date: August 13th to 14th  
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"The signing of this master agreement marks a major milestone in the official 
commitment to and formalization of this global collaboration, ensuring that the TMT project is on schedule 

progressing smoothly," said Henry Yang, chair of the TMT Collaborative Board.

"We have been working towards this moment for a long time and this is a special day for astronomy's 
generation observatory," Yang said. The master agreement brings together the TMT partners for the 

purpose of developing, designing, financing, constructing, commissioning, operating and 
generation, 30-meter class astronomical observatory, said the statement.

document establishes a formal agreement amongst the international parties defining the project goals, 
establishing a governance structure and defining member party rights, obligations and benefits, it said.

"We are pleased with this vote of confidence from the scientific authorities," said Edward
of the TMT Board. "Their signing of this master agreement is a key endorsement of TMT's scientific 
merits as well as the project's overall implementation plan." 

In advancing the TMT project, the next step will be for the financial authorities of the partners to sign the 
document and finalize the funding plan, said the statement. 

TMT is a collaboration of the California Institute of Technology, University of California, the Association of 
Canadian Universities for Research in Astronomy, the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, a 
consortium of Chinese institutions led by the NAOC of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and institutions 
in India supported by the Department of Science and Technology of India. 

http://english.cas.cn/Ne/CASE/201307/t20130726_107069.shtml) 

Events (August – September 2013)

echnology and  Education- related Events in China

China Science and Technology 

China Photovoltaic Conference 

Contact: http://en.ch-solar.com/ 
 
International Forum (TEDA) Automotive 
Industry Develop ment
Date: September 6th to 8
Place: Tianjin 
Contact: 
http://forum.autoinfo.gov.cn/forum/index.htm
 
8th Metro World Summit 2013
Date: September 11th to 13
Place: Shanghai 
Contact: 
http://www.cdmc.org.cn/2013/mws/index.asp

related S&T, Educati on and Health Events and Announcements

“Roboy” Common theatre Project  

Embassy of Switzerland in China   

“Roboy” Common theatre Project  

Place: Shanghai 
Contact: Swissnex China 
 
Swis s Re Life & Health R&D Forum
Date: August 15th  
Place: Beijing 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland in China 
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Embassy of Switzerland in China 
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"The signing of this master agreement marks a major milestone in the official 
commitment to and formalization of this global collaboration, ensuring that the TMT project is on schedule 

progressing smoothly," said Henry Yang, chair of the TMT Collaborative Board. 

"We have been working towards this moment for a long time and this is a special day for astronomy's 
the TMT partners for the 

purpose of developing, designing, financing, constructing, commissioning, operating and 
meter class astronomical observatory, said the statement. The 

ongst the international parties defining the project goals, 
establishing a governance structure and defining member party rights, obligations and benefits, it said. 

"We are pleased with this vote of confidence from the scientific authorities," said Edward Stone, vice chair 
of the TMT Board. "Their signing of this master agreement is a key endorsement of TMT's scientific 

rities of the partners to sign the 

TMT is a collaboration of the California Institute of Technology, University of California, the Association of 
the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, a 

consortium of Chinese institutions led by the NAOC of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and institutions 

related Events in China

solar.com/  

International Forum (TEDA) Automotive 
ment  

to 8th  

http://forum.autoinfo.gov.cn/forum/index.htm 

Metro World Summit 2013  
to 13th  

http://www.cdmc.org.cn/2013/mws/index.asp

and Announcements  

Contact: Swissnex China  

s Re Life & Health R&D Forum  

Contact: Embassy of Switzerland in China  
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Opening of Swiss SME Center  
Date: August 28th  
Place: Harbin 
Contact: University of Applied Sciences
Arts Northwestern Switzerland 
 
Swissnex at Shanghai Science and 
Technology Festival 
Date: August 28th to September 1st  
Place: Shanghai 
Contact: Swissnex China 
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University of Applied Sciences and 

Swissnex at Shanghai Science and 

 

 
Workshop on Philantrophy
Date: August 28th / 29
Place: Shanghai 
Contact: Swissnex China
 
Sino- Swiss Symposium on Turbine 
Technology 
Date: September 10th 
Place: Hangzhou 
Contact: Swissne China
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Workshop on Philantrophy  
/ 29th TBC 

Contact: Swissnex China 

Swiss Symposium on Turbine 

 

Contact: Swissne China 


