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Introduction 

The story of the month covers “Made in China 2025” plan, which is designed to transform China from a 
manufacturing giant into a world manufacturing power. In science and technology, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) Genetic Resources R&D Center holds groundbreaking. The Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) will launch a new project to attract and support urgently needed talents in worldwide. 
Shanghai approved a draft plan for building the city into a technological innovation center. Chinese 
scientists are planning to launch a dark matter probe satellite by the end of 2015. In education, More 
than 30 measures will be introduced by the Ministry of Education to support students starting their own 
businesses, and for innovation in scientific and academic research. Chinese colleges face recruitment 
crisis. In health, China steps up pollution control. 
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Story of the Month 
 

 

Premier Li Keqing has approved a 10-year campaign, i.e. "Made in China 2025" strategy, which aims to 
prompt economic growth and reduce the existing huge gap between advanced industrial nations and 
China. 
 
Chinese manufacturing accounts for 20% of the world’s total, “but it is far from strong”, according to Li 
Beiguang, deputy head of the planning division of Industry and Information Technology (MITT). 
 
In recent years, China has been facing a low economic growth rate. The reason for launching this strategy 
mainly lies in the rising labor cost in China and sluggish demand in foreign market. Klaus Meyer, director 
of the Research Center for Emerging Market Studies of China Europe International Business School in 
Shanghai, indicated that it is getting more difficult to find available young labors, especially in urban cities. 
 
The principle of this strategy is to shift Chinese economy from labor- intensive and low-value production to 
higher value-add manufacturing, which means a transformation from quantity-oriented production to 
quality-oriented production. Therefore, the purpose is to upgrade Chinese industry and play a more 
valuable role in global production chains. 
 
Miao Wei, the minister of MITT, conveyed the government’s hope that the abilities of Chinese 
manufacturing can equal those of Germany and Japan at the early stage of industrialization. 
 
Raymond Yeung, a senior economist from ANZ in Hong Kong, said that this plan needs government 
support. He believes that the government needs to open up Chinese market for foreign access. In addition, 
the government shall provide fund support for the process of innovation, in order to realize higher value-
add manufacturing,. 
 
According to a report in China Daily, the “Made in China 2025” strategy will be focused on 10 industrial 
sectors, namely new information technology, numerical control tools and robotics, aerospace 
equipment, ocean engineering equipment and high-tech ships, railway equipment, energy-saving 
and new energy vehicles, power equipment, new materials, biological medicine and medical 
devises as well as agricultural machinery. 
 
Some analysts doubt that China can achieve this goal in only 10 years, as there still are numerous 
challenges need to be conquered. Someone pointed out that China takes on a weak quality of 
management system, which will lead to inefficient use of government funding. 
 
Jörg Wuttke, president of the European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, indicated that the “Made 
in China 2025” strategy should be divided into several small goals for different stages of development in 
the future, such as setting up targets and measurement systems for 2015, 2020 and 2025 respectively. 
Besides, there should be special agents’ responses for achieving the goals. 
 
This 10-year plan will start from deepening institutional reform. People are looking forward to the next 
stage of Chinese economic rise 
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News 
 
1. Students' business, innovation efforts backed  
 

(China daily, 19-05-2015) 

 
Adjustments are to be made to the higher education system to encourage innovation and 
entrepreneurship among college students. More than 30 measures will be introduced by the Ministry of 
Education to support students starting their own businesses, and for innovation in scientific and academic 
research.  
 
The measures are outlined in a series of guidelines released recently by the State Council. They include 
developing and opening compulsory and selective courses for students, and awarding them credits for 
taking the courses, establishing innovation and entrepreneurship records, with transcripts for students; 
encouraging teachers to guide students in innovation and starting up businesses; and providing them with 
funds and supporting them to take part in entrepreneurship contests are also on the list.  
 
Zhang Daliang, director of the ministry's Higher Education Department, said the measures cover aspects 
of higher education from teaching and courses to extracurricular activities and internships. "One goal is to 
set up an education system featuring innovation and entrepreneurship by 2020, which will focus on 
nurturing students' innovative and entrepreneurial spirit, sense and ability," Zhang said.  
 
The ministry has been advocating that college students start their own businesses since Premier Li 
Keqiang announced the concept last year.  
 
The ministry issued a notice in December requiring colleges and universities to allocate a flexible period of 
schooling allowing students to suspend their studies temporarily to pursue business ideas. The guidelines 
and measures announced recently mark the first time the ministry has tried to design a comprehensive 
system to support students' innovation and entrepreneurship.  
 
Jing Degang, deputy director of the ministry's Department of College Student Affairs, said universities will 
have considerable autonomy in deciding specific issues, such as the courses on innovation and 
entrepreneurship that will be opened and the number of credits awarded to students.  
 
Tsinghua University, one of China's top universities, has taken a lead in this respect.  
 
Yang Bin, its vice-president and provost, said the university plans to start a series of courses to introduce 
the basic concepts, theories and knowledge about innovation and entrepreneurship to students. He said it 
is also proposing to gather academics and industries to support students' innovative efforts and to start 
their own businesses. "Our proposal ... has received a positive response from more than 130 universities 
across the country," he said.  
 
(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-05/19/content_20756779.htm) 
 
 
 
2. Genetic Resources Center Holds Groundbreaking 
 

(CAS, 20-05-2015) 
 

A groundbreaking ceremony for the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) Genetic Resources R&D Center 
(South) Project was held in Changzhou, Jiangsu Province on May 18. The new center is a joint project of 
the CAS Institute of Genetics and Developmental Biology, Changzhou Municipal Government and the 
Administrative Committee of Changzhou Hi-Tech District and is valued at around RMB 2 billion ($323 
million). CAS Vice President Zhang Yaping and Jiangsu Province Vice Governor Xu Nanping attended the 
ceremony, which was held at the Life and Health Industrial Park in the Changzhou Hi-Tech District. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-05/19/content_20756779.htm
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The project comprises a modern agricultural base and a regenerative medicine base as well as five 
platforms: the Shennong Institute for Traditional Medicine Platform, the Clinical-grade Stem Cell Bank 
Platform, the Advanced Animal Platform, the Seed Bank Platform, and the Education and Training 
Platform. Upon completion, it will become a best-in-class research center for molecular breeding, a 
designated national food safety testing and certification center, a leading tissue engineering research 
center and a genetic testing technology research center for genetic diseases in China. The center will 
promote the rapid development of the life sciences and healthcare sectors as well as the modernization of 
agriculture in Changzhou. 
 
The facility will be built in two phases. Construction on Phase 1, consisting of lab buildings for modern 
agriculture and regenerative medicine, facilities for commercialization and scientific and technological 
exchange, as well as apartments for consultants and advisors, will begin in 2015. Construction of Phase 2, 
consisting of analysis and testing platforms, an animal testing center, equipment for traditional Chinese 
medicine, and buildings for genetic counseling as well as diagnostics and treatment, will begin in 2017. 
 
The regenerative medicine base will focus on the commercialization and adoption of achievements in 
stem cell regenerative medicine in order to build a leading tissue engineering research center and a 
leading genetic testing technology research center for genetic diseases in China. The animal testing 
center will conduct preclinical studies through animal experiments. 
 
The modern agricultural base will give top priority to such crop issues as higher-than-permissible-
standards of heavy metals, imbalance of nutritional content, lack of beneficial elements, higher-than-
permissible-standards of nitrate, poor overall quality, and low levels of production. In addition, as part of 
“Designer Breeding by Molecular Modules,” a national pilot project under the nation’s 13th Five-Year Plan, 
attention will be put on enhancing the production and quality of rice, wheat, corn, soybeans and fish, as 
well as on producing defensins and high value-added medical products by leveraging bioreactors. 
 
In the future, the project will leverage CAS's expertise in scientific and technological R&D to drive regional 
economic development and form a regenerative medicine and modern agriculture ecosystem. It will also 
facilitate IPOs of technology companies and strive to achieve RMB 3 billion ($483 million) in sales of high-
tech products on average per annum. 
 
Changzhou Hi-Tech District is now home to 328 R&D facilities covering a wide range of industries and 
virtually all types of R&D normally undertaken by medium- and large-sized companies.  
 
(http://english.cas.cn/newsroom/news/201506/t20150602_148053.shtml) 
 
 
3. China launches support project to attract scientific talents 
 

(Globalpost, 25-05-2015) 

 
The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) will launch a new project to attract and support urgently needed 
talents, according to an announcement on May 25. 
 
Titled "New 100 -Talent", the project aims to attract 100 scientists worldwide, who are most urgently 
needed in cutting-edge fields in China and have the potential to make international breakthroughs, 
according to the CAS. 
 
The project will include financial and support staff to the leading figures who have achieved innovation so 
that they can continue to yield new findings in science and help cultivate young research fellows. 
 
The young talents under the age of 35 with outstanding potential in research will also be covered by the 
project, encouraged to carry out independent studies. 
 

http://english.cas.cn/newsroom/news/201506/t20150602_148053.shtml
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Describing the project as an important part of the country's strategy to boost national creativity, Bai Chunli, 
director of the CAS, said the innovative talents cultivation project launched in 2009 has so far helped 
brought in 2,300 plus high-level talents from overseas and nurtured more than 3,500 young researchers. 
 
Bai said the CAS will continue to provide incentives to talented individuals in scientific and technological 
fields help build a talent pool for the country's development. 
 
(http://www.globalpost.com/article/6559573/2015/05/25/china-launches-support-project-attract-scientific-
talents) 

 

4. Shanghai OKs draft plan to be an innovation hub 
 

(China daily, 26-05-2015) 

 
Shanghai approved a draft plan on May 25 for building the city into a technological innovation center. 
 
According to the proposal, by 2020 the city will complete the framework for such a center with global 
influence. By 2030, the core functions of a global innovation center will be in place. 
 
Construction of such a center will enhance the city, which is already on the road to establishing an 
international economic center, a financial center, a trade center and a shipping center, China Securities 
Journal reported. 
 
In March, Deputy Mayor Zhou Bo disclosed that the priority of the city's work agenda for this year was "to 
greatly implement the strategy of innovation-driven development" and "to speed up establishing the 
technology innovation center", news website thepaper.cn reported. 
 
To achieve this goal, Zhou said the government will pilot a new immigration policy, special taxation for 
angel investors, the identification of more high-tech enterprises and the establishment of a strategic 
emerging industries board. 
 
"This initiative is in line with Shanghai's goal of becoming an international financial, shipping and trade 
center by 2020," said Yan Yanming, a researcher with the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. 
 
Innovation could happen at different levels, from small community platforms to specialized incubators, and 
from State-owned companies and multinational corporations to the city government itself. 
 
"Innovation could be supported by favorable policies, subsidies or startup funds," said Yan. 
 
In the next five years, the Shanghai Pudong Software Park will provide a minimum of 300 million yuan 
($48.4 million) to support business startups. 
 
"Such a goal is in line with the city's ambition of building a global technological innovation center," said 
Zhang Sulong, general manager of Shanghai Pudong Software Park Co Ltd. 
 
The new goal is expected to provide technology-driven companies such as Honeywell with a huge, 
strategic opportunity to drive smarter and more sustainable growth through innovation. 
 
"As the country's financial center and economic powerhouse, Shanghai can play a key role in driving the 
country's transformation and sustainable development," said Shane Tedjarati, president of Honeywell's 
global high-growth regions. 
 
"Innovation is the most important driving force for this development. Honeywell will be highly committed to 
joining hands with local authorities and businesses in developing Shanghai as an international 
technological innovation center." 
 

http://www.globalpost.com/article/6559573/2015/05/25/china-launches-support-project-attract-scientific-talents
http://www.globalpost.com/article/6559573/2015/05/25/china-launches-support-project-attract-scientific-talents
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Once the multinationals and universities and other institutions connect and find cooperative solutions, we 
will see a lot of the creative ideas turning into practical products, said Yan. 
 
"But it is also worth noting that, compared with its international counterparts, Shanghai is still lagging 
behind in state-of-the-art technologies, and such a gap could only be filled by policy, investment and 
talent," Yan said. 
 

Last year, 83.1 billion yuan （$13.40 billion）was poured into R&D in Shanghai - 3.6 percent of the city's 

GDP. 
 
(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-05/26/content_20818621.htm) 
 
 
5. China Focus: China steps up pollution control 
 

(Shanghai daily, 28-05-2015) 

 
Tianjin Municipality in north China increased the pollution fee imposed for smoke and dust discharged by 
industrial enterprises by nine times on May 1, in a push to reduce emissions.  
 
Under the adjustment, the fee is 2.75 yuan (0.45 U.S. dollar) per kg of smoke and dust, compared with 
0.275 yuan (0.04436 U.S dollar) per kg under the previous rate, which has been used since 2003. Dust 
and smoke are important components of PM2.5 and PM10, which are key air pollutants.  
 
Chinese authorities have increased the fines for polluters in order to force them to abide by law and pay 
more attention to environmental protection.  
 
In January, the country's amended Environmental Protection Law came into effect, bringing with it tougher 
measures against polluters and lifted the cap on pollution fines.  
 
A sewage purification research center received a record fine of 6.74 million yuan (1.1 million U.S dollar) 
for discharging four to five times the national standard of such pollutants as the chemical oxygen demand 
in Zhangjiakou City, Hebei Province in late March. It is the heftiest pollution fine for enterprises in the city, 
said a local environmental official early this month.  
 
Beijing's environmental watchdog announced late April it had imposed the capital's largest fine of 3.9 
million yuan (629 thousand U.S dollar) on a joint venture food company over water pollution.  
 
A guideline unveiled by the central authorities in early May said China aims for "major progress" in 
building a resource-saving and environment friendly society by 2020, with carbon dioxide emissions down 
40 to 45 percent from the 2005 level.  
 
China will strive to reduce 15 million tonnes of outdated steel production capacity this year, according to 
the top economic planner.  
 
Hebei has closed nearly 10,000 factories over the past two years to reduce its excessive steel, glass and 
concrete production capacities and pollution, said Zhou Benshun, Communist Party chief of the province.  
 
Tianjin has joined hands with neighbors Beijing and Hebei to treat and control air pollution over the past 
two years. The region covering Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei is one of the heavily polluted areas in China.  
 
After the closure of three coal-burning thermoelectric plants, Tianjin plans to shut 180 coal boilers by 
October, realizing a reduction of 5 million tonnes in coal use this year.  
 
The pressure to reduce pollutants and energy consumption also pushes industrial companies to upgrade 
technologies for recycling use of treated waste.  
 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-05/26/content_20818621.htm
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The technology succeeded in turning 32,000-tonnes of wastewater into clean water, industrial salt and 
dried mud each day. The company buys back 12,000 tonnes of the reclaimed water every day for 
production.  
 
"As a major power in resource consumption and emission, China still faces tough tasks of energy 
conservation and emission reduction," said Sun Zhenqing, a researcher in environment and green 
development at Tianjin University of Science and Technology. 
 
(http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=284524) 
 
 
6. China Exclusive: China plans to launch dark matter probe 
 

(Xinhua, 30-05-2015) 

 
Chinese scientists are planning to launch a dark matter probe satellite by the end of this year, researchers 
with the project announced on May 29. 
 
The dark matter particle explorer (DAMPE) satellite will observe the direction, energy and electric charge 
of high-energy particles in space in search of dark matter, said Chang Jin, chief scientist of the project, at 
a press briefing held by the Shanghai Engineering Center for Microsatellites (SECM). 
 
All key components of the satellite have been tested and are functioning well, and it is expected to launch 
from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center by the end of this year, the SECM said. 
The satellite is designed to function for three years. 
 
The probe, the first satellite in a program consisting of five research satellites, will also be used to study 
the origin of cosmic rays and observe high-energy gamma rays. 
 
At the press briefing, Chang said DAMPE will have the widest observation spectrum and highest energy 
resolution of any dark matter probe in the world. 
 
Dark matter is one of the most important mysteries of physics. Scientists believe in its existence based on 
the law of universal gravitation, but have never directly detected it. 
 
Accounting for over a quarter of the universe's mass-energy balance, it can only be observed indirectly 
through its interaction with visible matter. 
 
Many scientists, such as Nobel prize winner in physics Yang Zhenning, believe that development of dark 
matter theory may help people understand phenomena that can't be explained with current knowledge, 
triggering "revolutionary progress" in physics. 
 
The space study program also plans to launch three more satellites within the next two years, including 
one retrievable scientific research satellite, one for quantum science experiments, as well as a hard X-ray 
telescope for black hole and neutron star studies. 
 
SECM is a non-profit organization established by the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Shanghai 
Municipal Government. 
 
(http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-05/30/c_134283619.htm) 
 
 
7. Chinese colleges face recruitment crisis 

(China.org, 03-06-2015) 

 
Though China saw a slight increase in the number of college applicants in 2014 after a five-consecutive 
year decline since 2009, this will go little way to relieve the college recruitment crisis. 

http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=284524
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-05/30/c_134283619.htm
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Last year 9.39 million people sat the "gaokao" (the national college entrance exam), an increase of 
270,000 from the previous year. 
 
However, according to the "2015 College Recruitment Report" released on June 2 by eol.cn, a leading 
Chinese education portal, most colleges have failed to hit their recruitment goal for years. 
 
In Beijing, most colleges failed to recruit enough freshmen over the past four years. 
 
"Chinese colleges are experiencing a deep crisis in enrollment," said eol.cn chief editor Chen Zhiwen. 
The situation has exposed the problem that too many colleges offer the same majors, resulting in poor 
employment prospects for students and colleges loosing their attractiveness, said Chen. 
 
The gross entrance ratio of higher education in China was 34.5 percent in 2013, compared with 23.3 
percent in 2008. 
 
(http://www.china.org.cn/china/2015-06/03/content_35727098.htm) 
 
 
 
 

(Collaborating Opportunities)

Lift China  

Date: June 16
th
–  21

st 
2015 

Place: Shanghai, Shenzhen 

http://liftconference.com/news/2015/03/31/l

ift-china-open-call-workshops-and-

masterclasses 

Contact: Swissnex China  

 

Swiss Day 

Date: July 6
th
– 7

th
 2015 

Place: Beihang University, Beijing 

Contact: Embassy of Switzerland in China 
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