
 

Switzerland greets Hong Kong Media Coverage Part 2:  January 2005 – April 2005 

Date Publication Circulation Language Content 

29 January 2005 The Standard 45,000 English Listing of “Melody of Switzerland” a photo exhibition by Hong Kong travel writer 
and photographer Tony Ho Chun-wai. 

1 February 2005 Ta Kung Pao 100,800 Chinese Introduction of the seminar “Dürrenmatt in China” by Professor Ye Ting Fang at 
the Hong Kong Baptist University. 

1 February 2005 Sing Pao Daily News 74,683 Chinese An article about the seminar “Dürrenmatt in China” by Professor Ye Ting Fang at 
the Hong Kong Baptist University. 

7 February 2005 Ta Kung Pao 100,800 Chinese 
A journalist attended the seminar “Dürrenmatt in China” by Professor Ye Ting 
Fang at the Hong Kong Baptist University and summarized the remarks on 
Dürrenmatt’s works by Professor Ye Ting Fang and other discussants. 

13 February 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English 
A report by Kevin Ng about Maurice Béjart, his career and his tours with the 
company Béjart Ballet Lausanne as well as a description of Maurice Béjart’s 
choreographies. 

15 February 2005 Sing Pao Daily New 74,683 Chinese 
A photo and article about Swiss Consul General Dr. François Barras at the seminar 
“The Swiss Policy of active Neutrality” one of the events under the University’s 
“Consul-General-in Residence Programme”. 

17 February 2005 BC Magazine 40,100 English 
Two different listings of the performance of “Schweizer Klaviertrio” (Swiss Piano 
Trio) as part of  “Switzerland greets Hong Kong” and a listing of Maurice Béjart 
and the performance of Béjart Ballet Lausanne. 

18 February 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English 
A report of the “Twin Book Signing” by Raymond Lasserre (Medecin sur tous les 
Fronts) and Bettina Robertson (Gefährliches Damenspiel) which took place at the 
Parentheses Bookshop (Madeline Progin) in Central. 

18 February 2005 Ta Kung Pao 100,800 Chinese An article about the HK Arts Festival 2005 and the performance of Béjart Ballet 
Lausanne. 

19 February 2005 Sing Tao Daily 85,000 Chinese An article about the HK Arts Festival 2005 and the performance of Béjart Ballet 
Lausanne. 

19 February 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English Listing of the performance of Béjart Ballet Lausanne at the Academy of Performing 
Arts. 

23 February 2005 Wen Wei Po 180,000 Chinese An article about the Press trip to Switzerland, one of the events of “Switzerland 
greets Hong Kong” to introduce the Swiss insurance and financial structure. 

26 February 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English Listing of “A Day of Music” by the Swiss Piano Trio as part of the “Switzerland 
greets Hong Kong” promotion. 



28 February 2005 HK Commercial Daily 200,000 Chinese 

Article about the Swiss insurance groups Winterthur and Zurich Finance Services 
who jointly invited the media to visit their headquarters in Switzerland. It is one of the  
programmes under “Switzerland greets Hong Kong“, organised by the Consulate 
General of Switzerland.  
The purpose of this media tour is to show the media the operation and edges of Swiss 
financial organisations as well as the trend and potential of insurance industry. 
Winterthur and Zürich Finance Services are very pleased to join this programme 
under “Switzerland greets Hong Kong”. Through this media tour, HK people will 
understand more about the professionalism of these two organisations. 

3 March 2005 Wen Wei Po 180,000 Chinese 

As part of “ Switzerland greets Hong Kong“, the journalist received an invitation and 
visited the two Swiss giant insurers, Winterthur and Zürich Finance Services 
Group.  Both, Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. Matthew Rose of 
Zürich Finance Services Group, were optimistic about insurance market in China. They 
also talked about their business plans in China.   

3 March 2005 HK Economic Times 73,383 Chinese 

Article headline “Huge potential in insurance industry, overseas operators are 
stepping into the Chinese market “ 
The article started with the excellent reputation of Switzerland in both banking and 
insurance industry. The journalist interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of 
Winterthur and Mr. Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. The two Swiss 
insurers were optimistic about the development of the Chinese insurance market. They 
talked about some features in the said market as well. 

3 March 2005 Ta Kung Pao 100,800 Chinese 

The journalist interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. 
Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. Both were very keen to explore 
the market in China. At present, entry of foreign insurers to the Chinese market could 
only be done by either forming a joint venture with local insurers or acquiring shares of 
local insurers. Mr. Matthew Rose believed that the premium in China would reach 
USD 124 billion and rank the 4th largest in the world in 5-7 years (ranked 13th in 2001). 
However, he also saw fierce competition as more foreign insurers would enter into the 
market. Currently, foreign insurers represented about 13% market share. 
The journalist admired staff facilities of Zürich Finance Services Group such as 
gym, spa, bowling and guest rooms whereas the headquarter of Winterthur was filled 
with artistic elements.  

3 March 2005 The Sun   

Article headline “Winterthur of Switzerland is optimistic about the insurance 
market in Mainland China”: 
The journalist interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. 
Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. Both Wintherthur and Zürich 
Finance Group were optimistic and anticipated 20% growth in the Chinese insurance 
market.  There was a brief introduction about their respective business in the article. 

3 March 2005 Oriental Daily News   
Article headline “Swiss businessmen are bullish about insurance market in 
China“: 
The journalist interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. 



Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. The two Swiss insurance groups 
were bullish about insurance market in China and expected 20% growth in this year. It 
also introduced briefly the business of these two companies. 

3 March 2005 Hong Kong Daily News   

The journalist interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. 
Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. Both admitted that to set up a joint 
venture with local insurers was the best approach for foreign insurers to enter the 
Chinese market. They saw a huge potential in the Chinese market and talked about 
their business plans. However, despite more opening up of the market after China’s 
entry to WTO, local insurers would still dominate the market in 5-10 years. At present, 
foreign insurers represented about 13% market share. 

7 March 2005 Tea Weekly  Chinese 
The article introduced the exhibition “A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture 
in Switzerland“ with some general information such as date, venue, content and 
seminar by Ms. Colette Raffaele (EPFL). 

11 March 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English 
Listing of the lecture on contemporary architecture in Switzerland by Colette 
Raffaele  as part of  the exhibition “A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture 
in Switzerland” at the Hong Kong Arts Centre.  

12 March 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English 
Listing of the lecture on contemporary architecture in Switzerland by Colette 
Raffaele  as part of  the exhibition “A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture 
in Switzerland” at the Hong Kong Arts Centre.  

12 March 2005 The Standard 45,000 English A listing of “A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture in Switzerland” as well 
as “Swiss Films at HKBU” in the newspapers events calendar. 

13 March 2005 Sing Tao Daily 85,000 Chinese 

The article mentioned the two Swiss insurance groups Winterthur and Zurich 
Finance Services jointly invited the media to visit their headquarters in Switzerland. It 
is one of the  programmes under “Switzerland greets Hong Kong“, organised by the 
Consulate General of Switzerland.  
The purposes of this media tour are to show the media the operation and edges of 
Swiss financial organisations as well as the trend and potential of insurance industry. 

14 March 2005 Hong Kong Daily News   

Article headline “The decrease in number of banks in Switzerland is a healthy 
consolidation“: 
Hong Kong will implement “ Basel II “and raise capital adequacy next year. The 
banking sector is concerned if it will lead to a wave of merge among small & medium-
sized banks in the future. 
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, told the 
journalist that the significant decrease in number of banks was not due to the 
implementation of the Basel II, but to a healthy consolidation of the industry.  
He revealed that the Swiss Government has been studying the feasibility to merge the 
surveillance organizations of banking and insurance. He also mentioned that Swiss 
banks would enter into a vast Chinese market step by step.  



14 March 2005 Ta Kung Pao   

Article headline “Swiss banks enter the Mainland via Hong Kong“: 
Financial services sector is an important economic pillar to Switzerland, which makes 
this small country sharing the same status with the USA and UK in global economic 
system. It private banking accounts for more than 25% in the world market whereas the 
market share of Hong Kong is only 5%.  
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, told the 
journalist that Swiss banks were interested in the Chinese market but not in haste. He 
pointed out that Swiss banks saw Hong Kong as a bridge to enter into China. Given 
Hong Kong as an international financial centre, many large Swiss banks set up their 
Asia-Pacific headquarters in Hong Kong.  
To achieve synergy effect, the Swiss Government was considering to merge the 
surveillance organisations of banking and insurance. When asked if Hong Kong should 
form a super-surveillance organization for all financial services, he replied that every 
region and country should decide which surveillance system to take according to their 
needs.  

14 March 2005 Oriental Daily News   

The article quoted the viewpoints of Mr. Simon Topping, HK Monetary 
Authority, about dividend policy of banks, under “ Basel II “: 
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, said that 
the banking industry in Switzerland has met the requirements of “Basel II“. He pointed 
out that to manage capital liquidity would be most important in this industry. There 
was no increase of capital nor operation cost during such change.   

14 March 2005 The Sun   

Article headline “Swiss experience revealed no increase of operation cost“: 
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, said that 
the Swiss banks have met the requirements of “ Basel II “ and did not lead to increase 
of operation cost.  
The Swiss Government intended to merge the surveillance organisations of banking 
and insurance and had no plan to set up a super-surveillance body for all financial 
services. He did not see setting up of a super-surveillance body as a worldwide trend 
but insisted self-discipline would be crucial.   
He mentioned that to manage capital liquidity would be most important in banking 
industry. The recent decrease in number of banks in Switzerland was a healthy 
adjustment.  

14 March 2005 Wen Wei Po   

Article headline “Swiss official : HK an important springboard“: 
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, said that 
Hong Kong still played a very important role as a stepping stone for foreign companies 
to develop their financial services in the Chinese market. The two big Swiss banks 
UBS and Credit Suisse had their branches in Hong Kong. Owing to the burst of IT 
bubble in 2000, the number of banks in Switzerland started to decrease since 2002. It 
was considered a healthy consolidation. He also mentioned that the Swiss Government 
intended to merge the surveillance organisations of banking and insurance. But he did 
not see establishment of a super-surveillance body as a worldwide trend.  



14 March 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English Listing of the “Ensemble Antipodes” with its performance at HK City Hall Theatre. 

14 March 2005 Weekend Weekly 48,417 Chinese 

“A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture in Switzerland“ was first staged in 
Swiss Cultural Centre in Paris in 2001 and then shown in various cities in Europe. It is 
now exhibited in HK, thanks to the joint efforts of the Consulate General of 
Switzerland and HK Arts Centre. The article contained some general information about 
the exhibition. 

15 March 2005 Apple Daily 343,660 Chinese 

The article contained some travel tips to Switzerland and the website  
“switzerlandgreetshongkong.com”. 
The journalist appreciated the insight of the Swiss Government, that is, to develop 
economy in line with conversation of heritage. He introduced several popular tourist 
spots in Zürich including a boat trip, St. Peter Church, watch shops and museum. He 
then tried fondue and sausages and found them very tasty.   

16 March 2005 Ming Pao Daily News 96,578 Chinese 

“A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture in Switzerland“, jointly organised 
by the HK Arts Centre and the Consulate General of Switzerland, showed both the art 
and character of the Swiss architecture. It contained some basic information about the 
exhibition. 

19 March 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English Listing of the Symposium on “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: Basel Mission in 
Hong Kong” at the University of Hong Kong Museum and Art Gallery. 

19 March 2005 The Standard 45,000 English Listing of “Melody of Switzerland” a photo exhibition by Hong Kong travel expert 
and writer Tony Ho Chun-wai. 

19/20 March 2005 The Standard 45,000 English 

Listings of “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: Basel Mission in Hong Kong“, “A 
Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture in Switzerland“, and  “Melody of 
Switzerland” a photo exhibition by Hong Kong travel writer and photographer Tony 
Ho Chun-wai. 

23 March 2005 HK Commercial Daily 200,000 Chinese This newspaper put  “A Matter of Art: Contemporary Architecture in 
Switzerland“ on their  agenda – the five popular events to visit for the week. 

24 March 2005 South China Morning Post 104,484 English 
Listing of “Swiss House” an introductory talk on “Swiss scientific research, 
biotechnology and nanotechnology by Dr. Suzanne Hraba-Renevey, executive 
director of the Swiss House Singapore. 

30 March 2005 East Week 120,000 Chinese 

The journalist took photos of Mr. Barras’s residence and conducted an interview. Mr. 
Barras said that in order to make his house more home-feeling, he placed some 
souvenir items from various countries and paintings from Switzerland. He added that it 
was not only a house  for his family to live and rest, but also his working place for 
meetings and receptions.  
The article also talked about his hobby as a collector of souvenir items, his knowledge 
of red wines and his family’s fondness for music. 



March 2005 HK BUSINESS 14,677 English Special Feature on “Switzerland greets Hong Kong”. 

March 2005 Television Interview  
(Television Broadcasts Ltd.)   

Television Broadcasts Ltd. (TVB) interviewed Mr. J-F. Lichtenstern and Mr. Walter 
Marthaler of Lindt about the chocolate industry and its outlook in Switzerland. TVB 
sent a crew to film the touch-up of the Swiss Chocolate Creations Competition and 
Exhibition. The footage including interviews and the exhibition was shown at a news 
programme “ Finance Magazine “ on 16 Jan. 2005. 

2 April 2005 The Standard 45,000 English Listing of  the exhibition “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: The Basel Mission in 
Hong Kong” at the University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong. 

7 April 2005 Capital CEO 50,000 Chinese 

Article headline “ Visit to Switzerland and feel the pulse of the world financial 
centre “: 
The journalist gave some figures about Swiss insurance industry such as number of 
insurers, total premium and claims per annum, number of employees and contribution 
to GDP. He interviewed Mr. Wolfgang Schmidt-Soelch of Winterthur and Mr. 
Matthew Rose of Zürich Finance Services Group. Both of them were bullish about 
the insurance market in China and they also talked about their business plans. 
Nevertheless, the dominance of local insurers would still prevail. It might take 10 years 
or more for foreign insurers to account for 20-30% market share in China.   
Next topic was about Swiss banking, including its history, strength and reputation.  
Mr. Eric Martin, Head, Economic and Financial Affairs Division, EDA, told the 
journalist that the number of banks in Switzerland dropped since 2002 due to the burst 
of IT bubble in 2000. It was considered a healthy consolidation.  
The Swiss Government was considering to merge the surveillance organisations of 
banking and insurance. When asked if Hong Kong should form a super-surveillance 
organization for all financial services, he replied that every region and country should 
decide which surveillance system to take according to their needs. He added that Swiss 
banks, which were interested in the Chinese market, saw Hong Kong as a bridge to 
enter into China. Given Hong Kong as an international financial centre, many large 
Swiss banks set up their Asia-Pacific headquarters in Hong Kong.  
The journalist also wrote about watch industry in Switzerland. Swiss timepieces 
dominated in terms of value and market share in the world market. China, ranked the 
10th market for Swiss watches, recorded the biggest growth (about 42%) in 2004.    
Mr. Angelo Ponzetta of Caran d’Ache (branded pen manufacturer) thought that it was 
the best timing to enter the Chinese market. When asked about his selling point, “ 
Made in Switzerland “ was his answer. 
The majority of Swiss branded products stressed that they were made in Switzerland. It 
just implied how Switzerland as a country excelled others. 



9 April 2005 The Standard 45,000 English Listing of  the exhibition “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: The Basel Mission in 
Hong Kong” at the University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong. 

14 April 2005 BC Magazine 40,100 English 

An article of the exhibition “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: The Basel Mission in 
Hong Kong” at the University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong. It 
states that the exhibition is part of “Switzerland greets Hong Kong” and gives details 
on the history of the Basel Mission. 

16 April 2005 The Standard 45,000 English Listing of  the exhibition “Early Swiss-Chinese Encounters: The Basel Mission in 
Hong Kong” at the University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong. 

April 2005 Pace Interior Beaute 40,000 Chinese 
An article about the exhibition “Swiss-Chinese Early Encounters: the Basel Mission 
in Hong Kong“ including general information on the exhibition such as date, venue, 
partners, sponsors and theme of the exhibition. 

 




