
Cultural Newsletter  
of the Consulate General of Switzerland in Shanghai 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

65th Anniversary in partnership with: 

 

Swiss Cultural Events in September 2015 

We are pleased to present the following Swiss Cultural Events in the month of September: 

 

 
65 Years of diplomatic relations between China and Switzerland:  
Swiss Day at the “Université d’automne Shanghai 2015”, August 31 – September 5  
 
Where:         Room A404, East China Normal University, 3663 Zhongshan Nord Rd. 
 
What/  Speech by H.E. Mr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel, Ambassador of Switzerland to China 
When:  Lectures on the role of cultural exchanges in international relations 
  September 4, 2015, 14:00h – 17:30h 
 
  Screening of the movie “Watermarks (2013)” by Swiss film maker Luc Schaedler 
  September 4, 2015, 18:00h 

   
Within the framework of this year’s edition of the “Université d’automne” organized by East China Normal 
University, a Swiss Day will be organized on September 4, 2015 to celebrate 65 years of bilateral 
relations between the People’s Republic of China and Switzerland. The event will be opened by H.E. Mr. 
Jean-Jacques de Dardel, Ambassador of Switzerland to China, followed by lectures from both Chinese 
and Swiss scholars with the focus on the role of cultural exchanges in international relations. 
 
During the event’s second part, the film “Watermarks (2013)” by Swiss film maker Luc Schaedler will be 
screened. Based on interviews with ordinary Chinese people, the movie gives an insight into 
contemporary China, where memories from the past are mixed with nowaday’s challenges and reflexions 
about the future. Find out more about “Watermarks” online.  
 
Due to the limited space available, please RSVP by September 2, 2015 to heidi.zhang@eda.admin.ch.  
 

  

  

http://www.watermarksthefilm.ch/
mailto:heidi.zhang@eda.admin.ch
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65th Anniversary in partnership with: 

 
Swiss bands “Les Compagnons Sonneurs” and “Les Toétché” at the Shanghai 
Tourism Festival (September 12 – October 6, 2015) 
 
Where/         Huaihai Rd., opening ceremony and parade 
When:  September 12, 2015, 19:30h 
 
  East Nanjing Pedestrian Rd. 
  September 13, 2015 
  10:00h – 10:30h Les Toétché 
  15:00h – 15:30h Les Compagnons Sonneurs 

 
Two amazing and distinctive Swiss bands will begin their China tour with their participation at this year’s 
Shanghai Tourism Festival. And, most importantly, the two formations will represent Switzerland at the 
Festival’s opening ceremony and parade along Huaihai Road in the evening of September 12. 
 
Boasting 35 members of different ages, “Les Compagnons Sonneurs” is a typical Swiss traditional music 
formation from the countryside of the Canton of Fribourg. They can be easily identified by their big and 
characteristic bells they ring when parading the streets.  
 
Although playing a different style of music, “Les Toétché”, too, are not exactly a quiet music group. As a 
carnival music formation and communal association from a small village in the Canton of Jura, they have 
already cheered up several carnivals with their music, colourful costumes and joyful atmosphere in both 
Switzerland and neighbouring European countries. 
 
Now it’s time for those two groups to rock the Shanghai Tourism Festival before continuing their tour 
throughout China. Learn more online about Les Compagnons Sonneurs and  Les Toétché. 

  

http://www.lescompagnons-sonneurs.ch/
http://www.lestoetche.ch/
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65th Anniversary in partnership with: 

 
“Ensemble vocal Séquence” at 8th New Music Week of Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
(September 20 – 25, 2015) 
 
Where/  He Luting Concert Hall, 20 Fenyang Rd. 
What/ Portrait Concert of Arvo Pärt 
When: September 21, 2015, 19:15h 
  

 Lecture Hall, North Bldg, Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
 Portrait Concert of Luciano Berio  
 September 23, 2015, 15:30h 
  

Lecture Hall, North Bldg, Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
 Portrait Concert of Karlheinz Stokhausen 
 September 24, 2015, 15:30h 
  
 Room 418, North Building, Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
 Concerning Contemporary Music Conducting, Lecture by Laurent Gay  
 September 24, 2015, 17:00h 

 
In late September, the singers from the Swiss “Ensemble 
vocal Séquence” (EvS) will come to Shanghai and 
perform in the framework of the 8

th
 New Music Week 

organized by the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, 
China’s oldest music school. 
 
EvS was founded in Geneva in 1993 by Laurent Gay, a 
renowned orchestra conductor with vast international 
experience in Europe, Asia and South America. Starting 
with a core team of 8-16 singers, EvS’ first concerts 
focused on a 19

th
 and 20

th
 century chamber choir 

repertoire. Quickly making their mark and gaining a 
reputation for both quality and originality of its 
performances, EvS has been invited to various festivals and has forged strong cooperations with many 
other ensembles. In the same process, EvS has extended its programme to the small vocal ensemble 
repertoire of the 20

st
 and 21

st
 centuries. 

 
Find out more about Ensemble vocal Séquence (French only) and the Shanghai New Music Week.  

  

http://www.ensemblevocalsequence.ch/index.php
http://www.shcnmw.com/en
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“Art Brut” book launch event in Shanghai 

Where/ Shanghai Bookmall, 465 Fuzhou Rd. 
What/ Official launch event of the Chinese Version of “Art Brut” 
When: September 21, 2015, 14:00h 

Zhongshu Ge, No. 930 Thames Town, Lane 900 San Bei Xin Rd. Song Jiang District 
Book signing by the author, Mrs. Lucienne Peiry and sales activities 
September 22, 2015, 09:30h 

Good news for Chinese art lovers: “Art Brut”, one of the most 
comprehensive books on the subject will be published in Chinese by 
the Shanghai University Press. 

This work presents the history of “Art Brut” (or “Outsider Art” in 
English), along with the story of its inventor, the French painter 
Jean Dubuffet, who created “Art Brut” as a concept to describe art 
pieces created by people without any prior artistic education 
whatsoever. Marginalized persons, patients from psychiatric 
hospitals, prisoners, outcasts, eccentrics and lonely people can thus 
be found among “Art Brut” artists. 

In addition to defining the concept of “Art Brut”, Jean Dubuffet 
collected an impressive amount of such artworks. He created the first 
collection of its kind and as such has inspired contemporary artists for 
decades. As Dubuffet’s life and activities were closely related to 
Switzerland, he donated his extraordinary collection to the City of 
Lausanne, which created the “Collection de l’Art Brut”.  

Consequently the museum in Lausanne became a major center for “Art Brut”, and is still expanding its 
collection. Today it includes over 63’000 works by 1’000 creators, 700 of which are permanently on 
display. Find out more about the collection online. 

Former director of this impressive collection, Mrs. Lucienne Peiry wrote her PhD paper on “Art Brut”, 
which was published as a book containing more than 200 color pictures. After French, English and 
German versions – with a total of 42'000 copies sold to this day – it is now finally published in Chinese 
and thus uncovers the fascinating world of “Art Brut” to a large number of Chinese art enthusiasts!  

http://www.artbrut.ch/fr/21070/collection-art-brut-lausanne


Cultural Newsletter  
of the Consulate General of Switzerland in Shanghai 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

65th Anniversary in partnership with: 

 
“When Icarus Falls” – Swiss Heavy Metal band on their first China tour! 
 
Where/         QSW Culture Center, 179 Yichang Road 
When:  September 23, 2015, 20:00h 

   
“When Icarus Falls” (WIF) are five friends from Lausanne, who founded a Heavy Metal band in 2007, 
sharing a passion for powerful, loud and bewitching sound. After releasing a first EP in 2009, WIF started 
a series of shows in Switzerland, followed by a first tour across Europe in 2010. 
 
Describing themselves as a “post-metal band”, WIF’s music is dark and powerful, introducing the listener 
to a gloomy yet fascinating music universe. This is probably best reflected by their successful LP “Aegan”, 
which was inspired by a psychiatrist’s work on the “five stages of dying”. Released in 2012, this album 
was promoted during an extensive tour in several European countries. 
 
After years of playing heavy music throughout Europe, it is now time for WIF to bring their sound, 
including their most recent album “Circles” (2013), for the first time to China. Prepare yourself for 
atmospheric music, abrasive vocals and heavy guitar riffs! 
 
Find out more about “When Icarus Falls” online and check out their tour dates in other Chinese cities in 
case you miss their performance in Shanghai!  

 

http://www.whenicarusfalls.com/index.php

