
Swissnews  
By the Embassy of Switzerland in the People’s Republic of China  

 
April 2015 / no 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A word from Ambassador Jean-Jacques de Dardel 
 

Dear Friends of Switzerland, 

The year 2015 marks the 65th Anniversary of bilateral relations between Switzerland and China, an occasion we 

are extremely proud of! As one of the very first Western countries 

to recognize the People’s Republic of China in 1950, we are more 

than pleased to see the numerous achievements the two countries 

have made, be it in bilateral relations, economic and cleantech 

cooperation, or cultural and educational exchange.    

To mark this jubilee year, a wide range of events and activities 

have been scheduled. Though it is only four months into the year, 

there have already been a lot of happenings, and I am excited to 

share the most significant ones with you.  

In January, Swiss President Simonetta Sommaruga met with 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in Davos, with talks focusing on 

business and finance cooperation. The meeting witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 

between the two countries’ national banks, a key step in setting up a RMB hub in Switzerland.  

In February, Federal Councillor and Minister of Finance Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf visited China and reiterated 

Switzerland’s interest in the hub. At the same time, the celebration of the anniversary year officially kicked off 

with the announcement of our major events which will last throughout the year.  

A banking country with rich experience in finance, but also in industry, cutting-edge technology, clean energies 

and environment protection, Switzerland has been continuously contributing to the development of Asia with 

aspirations to do more. That is why we applied to be a founding member of the Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank in March. As one of the first Western countries to be accepted into the new institution, Switzerland will 

greatly help AIIB accomplish its goal of enhancing the sustainable development of Asian countries. 

An innovation and research nation, Switzerland’s strengths in these fields are best demonstrated in Solar 

Impulse, a solar-energy-powered aircraft currently on its round-the-world flight. Since its arrival in Chongqing on 

March 31 and Nanjing on April 21, Solar Impulse has inspired a vast number of people with its ‘Future is clean’ 

campaign. The Swiss Confederation supports the project from the very beginning as it is a modern embodiment 

of Switzerland’s commitment to sustainability and reflects strong Swiss identity of pioneering spirit.  

Last but not least, from this issue, our newsletter Swissnews will also be published in Chinese, as we are aware 

of the increasing number of Chinese friends who are interested in knowing more about Switzerland. We hope 

our newsletter will serve as a bridge to get us connected with the readers out there and eventually to help forge 

a better understanding between Switzerland and China and their people.  

Now I wish you all a happy reading! 

 
 

Jean-Jacques de Dardel 
Ambassador of Switzerland to the People’s Republic of China 
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Bilateral Relations 

Marking 65 years of diplomatic relations  

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between Switzerland and China 65 years ago, remarkable 

progress has been made in bilateral relations. From January to March, high-level meetings and regular 

dialogues took place between the two countries, thus deepening cooperation and enhancing mutual 

understanding. 

On January 21
st
, President of the Swiss Confederation Simonetta Sommaruga met with Chinese Premier Li 

Keqiang at the Annual Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos and 

held talks centering on cooperation in the business and finance sector. 

During their meeting a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between 

the Swiss National Bank and the People’s Bank of China, a major step in 

setting up a renminbi hub in Switzerland. Switzerland has been allocated an 

investment quota of RMB 50 billion under the Chinese RMB Qualified 

Institutional Investor RQFII Programme.  

The issue of the quota “is very important for Swiss investors. They want to 

invest in China. [Now] they have the possibility and opportunity to invest in 

the finance market in China with this agreement. This will boost the 

cooperation, our dialogues and relationships substantially,” Federal 

Councillor and Minister of Finance Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf, who was also 

at the meeting, told CCTV News.  

Federal Councillor Widmer-Schlumpf paid an official visit to China from February 4 to 6, during which she 

reiterated Switzerland’s interest in setting up the RMB hub, an initiative taking account of the growing needs of 

Swiss and Chinese businesses in the financial sector. Her visit officially kicked off the celebration of the 65th 

anniversary of bilateral relations between Switzerland and China.    

Part of the regular dialogues between our two countries, the 13th round of 

human rights bilateral dialogue was held in Bern from March 3 to 4. 

Amongst other topics, the delegations discussed different views on the 

rule of law with a special emphasis on the criminal justice system. The 

Swiss side also underscored the role of human rights in the economy and 

the importance of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human 

Rights.   

“Every country - and in particular an economy with headquarters of many 

multinational companies, such as Switzerland, or a rapidly growing 

economy with an increasing number of globally active companies, such as 

China - has an interest and a responsibility in ensuring that these 

companies do not compromise the country’s commitment to human rights 

by violating international standards,” commented Gregor Muischneek, 

political advisor at the Swiss Embassy in China. 

From March 7 to 15, Boris Zürcher, head of the Labour Directorate of the State Secretariat of Economic Affairs 

visited China and met his Chinese counterparts. The two sides exchanged opinions on labor market and 

employment policy, social partnership mechanisms and on work-related safety and health prevention.  

Various areas for strengthening cooperation were identified, especially within the framework of the Swiss-funded 

Sustaining Competitive and Responsible Enterprises Project (SCORE). The two sides will continue their 

discussions with meetings scheduled in June, 2015 and 2016.  

 

Switzerland and China seek closer 
cooperation in the business and finance 
sector. Photo: Xinhua 

 

Federal Councillor Widmer-Schlumpf 
speaks highly of Sino-Swiss relations. 
Photo: Zhao Pengpeng 

 



Swissnews / April 2015 / no 3 

 

   

 

 

Economic News 

Switzerland joins Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  
Switzerland is one of the first Western countries to be accepted into the Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank. A banking and innovative country with expertise in the financial and environmental fields, 

Switzerland aspires to help the new institution accomplish its goals.  

Switzerland has recently been accepted as a founding member of the China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank (AIIB), a new financial institution which aims to promote sustainable economic development in Asia. 

The acceptance was announcement by the Chinese Finance Ministry on March 28, following the submission of 

Switzerland’s application to join the bank on March 13, a decision made by the Federal Council. Switzerland thus 

became one of the first three European countries to be admitted into the institution. 

Participation in the foundation process will give Switzerland a unique opportunity to work on the new institution's 

articles of agreement and to be positioned well from the start, according to the Federal Council. It will also help 

Switzerland strengthen relations with China and Asia in general. 

 “AIIB seems to be a very important and useful institution and will add to 

the multilateral world. Switzerland is highly involved in this multilateral 

world when it comes to cooperating, bringing betterment for people and 

countries,” said Mr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel, Ambassador of Switzerland 

to China, during an interview with CCTV News in March.   

With expertise especially in the finance, clean energies and environmental 

fields, Ambassador de Dardel believes Switzerland can play a significant 

role in the process. 

“We have established a very good reputation in the fields of energy 

infrastructure, transport infrastructure, and even the telecom infrastructure, 

and any and everything to do with the environment. We are also a financial 

power and consulting services industry power, and that is what we may 

bring in,” the ambassador further explained. 

Switzerland’s participation in the bank is the country’s another important 

initiative in its economic cooperation with China following the coming into 

force of the Free Trade Agreement between Switzerland and China in July, 

2014. Though the move may not directly boost trade and investment 

opportunities for Swiss business, however, in the long term, it would bring 

better knowledge to all participants and more investment opportunities, 

noted the ambassador.  

The creation of AIIB is proposed by China with the purpose to enhance the sustainable development of Asian 

region, especially with poorer countries. It focuses on providing financing for energy, transport and 

telecommunications infrastructure, urban and rural development and the environment. The bank will have an 

authorized capital of 100 billion US dollars.  

The bank has the potential to become an important new part of the international financial architecture and play a 

major role in the financing of urgently needed infrastructure in Asia. By April 20, the bank has officially approved 

57 nations as prospective founding members. 

The bank’s statues should be approved by the end of the year. Only after this can Switzerland confirm its definite 

participation, which must also be approved by the parliament. The Swiss financial contribution to AIIB will also 

have to be finalized. 

  

Swiss National Bank. Photo: Courtesy 
of SNB 
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Science News 

Solar Impulse creates sensation in China with messages of sustainability   
Solar Impulse 2, the Swiss-made, world's first manned solar energy plane able to fly day and night, is 

currently on a remarkable record-breaking round-the-world flight since it became airborne on March 9. 

The zero-fuel aircraft arrived in Chongqing on March 31 and Nanjing on April 21, and has become a 

sensation among the public with key messages of clean energy and sustainability.  

The Swiss Ambassador Jean-Jacques de Dardel welcomed the plane at the Chongqing Jiangbei International 

Airport at 1:35 am, following the single-seater plane’s 20-hour, 1,375-kilometer flight from Mandalay, Myanmar. 

Wearing a yellow scarf especially for the occasion, the ambassador 

expressed his great expectation of the flight which campaigns for a 

clean and sustainable future with renewable resources. "This is a 

golden wait. This is also the color of the Sun. It is thus the most 

outstanding color in the world. In this dark night, the pilot could see 

we are waiting for his victorious landing in China,” said the 

ambassador after hours of waiting. He also spoke highly of the 

pioneering spirit and innovative ideas Swiss pilots and co-founders 

Bertrand Piccard and André Borschberg have demonstrated with 

their team.   
 
For the Embassy’s Media Officer Li Dan, who has been working on 

the project for over six months, helping the Solar Impulse team 

coordinate with local authorities, the landing was an emotional 

moment. “I was quite moved to see the plane finally able to land in 

Chongqing. It flew backwards for a while as the wind was too strong when it was about to land. But it made it and 

it is quite a feat-a plane resembling a giant dragonfly circles the globe with solar energy only,” said Li who also 

witnessed the landing at the airport. “I was amazed that such a huge plane landed without making any noise. With 

all the lights on, the plane looks so beautiful. After it touched down all I heard is the sound of shutters from 

journalists,” she added. Li was also moved by the enthusiasm residents in Chongqing have shown by staying up 

late at the airport to snap photos of the solar plane.   

   

Solar Impulse 2 kicked off its around-the-world flight on March 9 in Abu 

Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, with energy generated by the 17,000 solar 

cells built in its wings. Scheduled to fly over 10 countries and stop over at 

13 places, the plane will stay in Nanjing for about three weeks. After 

Nanjing it will fly over the Pacific for five days and nights in a row to Hawaii 

and on to the US mainland before it returns to Abu Dhabi in August.   

 

A collaborative project of over 100 Swiss government institutes, research 

centers and private companies, the project has been supported by the 

Swiss Confederation from the very beginning. It is not only an embodiment 

of the government’s commitment to environment protection, but also a 

modern demonstration of the strengths the country has in innovation, research and technology.  

 

The organizations and companies involved provided not only financial support but more importantly, innovation 

ideas and technological expertise. For instance, 20 laboratories from EPFL, which with the Swiss Federal Institute 

of Technology in Zurich (ETHZ) is the most renowned technological university in Switzerland, were engaged in 

studying a wide range of subjects related to the solar plane, including solar energy, computers, new materials, 

electronics and mechanics. 

Chongqing residents are enthusiastic 
about the plane. Photo: Ma Duo 

Swiss Ambassador and the pilots hail Solar 
Impulse’ landing in Chongqing. Photo: Li Dan 
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Education and Development News 

Swiss universities showcase excellence in education at APAIE Conference  

With brochures, videos, a booth and a series of promotion events, representatives from 12 reputable Swiss 

institutions for higher education showcased the strengths Switzerland boasts in higher education, research, and 

innovation at the 10th Asia-Pacific Association for International Education (APAIE) Conference and Education 

Exhibition, held in Beijing from Mach 23 to 26.  

The representatives from universities such as University of Geneva and the Federal Institute of Technology 

Zurich also sought out possibilities for new partnerships and joined 

international policy-makers and education experts for discussions 

on the challenges higher education faces in the global world.   

“Asia is still very much to be discovered for education. It’s not like 

there is established long term relationship [with Swiss universities]. 

There are new partnerships through development,” said Pascal 

Marmier, executive director at swissnex China, which helped 

organize promotion events for the universities. 

He also foresees the great potential for further partnerships in 

innovation and technology between Swiss and Chinese universities. 

“China continues to move up the value chain and looks more at 

technology and innovation. They are going to work more closely 

with Switzerland,” he noted.  

Speaking of challenges, Marmier pointed out that a lot of things have to do with communications. Some programs 

at Swiss universities are not organized the same way as they are in China, and there might not always be English 

programs. All these issues need to be tackled for more partnerships. 

Alongside the conference, a VIP reception was hosted at the Residence by Swiss Ambassador Jean-Jacques de 

Dardel and his wife Marielle de Dardel, representing the University of Fribourg. It provided a great opportunity for 

Swiss universities to meet and exchange ideas with potential partners.  

Switzerland is recognized as a country that values education and innovation. More than half of its 12 academic 

universities rank top 200 in different international rankings. Thanks to its dual-track system of Vocational and 

Professional Education and Training, Switzerland has a big number of highly skilled personnel who contribute to 

the success of Switzerland’s world-leading industries, and the lowest youth unemployment rate in Europe. 

 
Roundtable discussion on disaster risk reduction   

A roundtable discussion on private sectors' involvement in disaster risk reduction was held in Beijing on March 6, 

with the aim to help increase that sector’s contribution to this field and conduct more efficient cooperation with the 

public sector, especially in the Chinese context. 

Organized by the Swiss Embassy in China and the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency, the discussion, 

titled 'How can the private sector efficiently contribute to reduce vulnerabilities', was joined by 20 specialists from 

Swiss and Chinese government organizations and companies, including the National Disaster Research Center 

China and Swiss Reinsurance Company Beijing Branch. 

Participants stressed the need to share values and knowledge to face common challenges and to find innovative 

solutions to risk reduction. Another big challenge acknowledged at the meeting is how to improve efficiency in 

post-disaster evaluation, asset assessment, monitoring and information exchange and social development.  

Traditionally, public and private sectors are reluctant to work together. However, the changing global and 

environment circumstances require them to join hands to tackle more severe problems.  

The Swiss booth at the APAIE exhibition. 
Photo: Zhang Xinxia  
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Chinese Encounters 

The Embassy offers a column to visiting Swiss artists who are willing to share 
their experience with our readers. In this issue, world-renowned artist Not Vital 
talks about how he finds new dimensions for his artistic creations in China.  

Swiss artist Not Vital was invited to visit China in the late 1970s, and he did not come. A visit to the Oriental 

country which was still under the influence of Mao was appealing, yet the liberal sculptor who was about to 

pursue his artistic career in New York was too occupied with other work. 

Fast forward, about 30 years later, in 2008, the idea of visiting China hit him again. He hesitated at the beginning 

as the country was still a mystery to him, but Vital made the visit anyway. After two days in Beijing and three days 

in Shanghai, the internationally acclaimed artist was amazed by the vibrant art scene and dynamism the cities 

demonstrated. The first visit soon led to another, and by the year 

end, he had a studio set up in Beijing, neighboring his friend and 

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei.  

“I should have come earlier,” said the sculptor, architect, painter 

and writer at his studio in Beijing’s artistic district Caochangdi. 

What makes working in China so interesting, he noted, is the great 

techniques young Chinese artisans possess.  

 “They are technically better than me and have all these techniques 

which are completely new to me. It is amazing,” said the 67-year-

old. With these new techniques and different ways of working, he 

was able to expand his artistic dimensions and make new 

possibilities.  

 “I’m doing a moon in stainless steel. It’s three meters in diameter. 

They wielded many steel pieces together. Now how to make this 

round? They fill it up with water and supply pressure inside. In a few hours this whole thing expands and 

becomes completely round,” Vital explained one of his creations with excitement. “If I tell this to technical people 

in New York or Italy, they won’t believe it.” 

A native of the Romansch-speaking Engadin in the eastern part of Switzerland, 

Vital gained fame in New York in the 1980s. Primarily engaged in sculptures, he 

has been adhering to his preference of natural materials such as leather, wood, 

plaster and bronze. He has sculptured huge tongues in stainless steel, bronze 

sculptures of cow dung, with proceeds donated to burn victims in Nepal, and 

slabs of marbles from Dali, Yunnan Province framed in irregular, three-

dimensional frames.  

Like lots of newcomers to China, Vital is often taken aback by the enormous 

transformations happening all around. Yet, an artist who sees the world in his 

own critical way, he always allows himself enough time to make observations, 

digest his comprehension before interpreting them with his creations.   

His 2009 work Beijing Duck in Gold, a golden sculpture of a roasted duck and a 

simulation of the Beijing delicacy, is an irony to the capitalism shrouding China. 

The cow dung also shows his concern for the deteriorating environment.  

“I have always been working with extremes and juxtaposition. That makes the works more interesting,” Vital said 

of his Beijing Duck emulation.   

Vital presenting his China experience. Photo: 
Jenny Piaget 

Beijing Duck in Gold. Photo: 
Courtesy of Galerie Urs Meile, 
Beijing-Lucerne 

 



Swissnews / April 2015 / no 3 

 

   

 

 

Diplomatic life  
____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Swiss accordionists play at the 
Embassy. Photo: Jiang Yuxia 

Tuning in to Swiss accordion 
music  

The Swiss Embassy in Beijing 

played host to the Swiss 

Accordionist Orchestra on April 

9, an extraordinary musical 

group of 93 accordionists which 

was touring China in early April.  

 

The group, from the French-

speaking part of Switzerland and 

who funded the tour themselves, 

amazed the 100-plus audience 

with both traditional Swiss music 

and the much energized tango 

Argentino. The concert in the 

open air came to a climax with 

the surprise appearance of the 

iconic Swiss Alphorn. 

Jubilee year celebration kicks off 

Celebration of the 65th anniversary of the bilateral relations between 

Switzerland and China officially started on February 6, on the occasion of 

Federal Councillor Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf’s visit to China. During the press 

conference held at the Swiss Embassy in China, Federal Councillor Widmer-

Schlumpf acknowledged the achievements the two countries have achieved in 

the past decades and the consolidation of Switzerland’s presence in China.  

Swiss Ambassador Jean-Jacques de Dardel recounted the many milestones 

and “firsts” the two countries have strived to make. For instance, the first joint 

venture set up between a Chinese and a foreign company was established in 

1980 with the Swiss elevator company Schindler, and the first Free Trade 

Agreement China concluded with a continental European nation was with 

Switzerland in 2014. The ambassador also announced a variety of cultural, 

economic and scientific events scheduled to mark the jubilee year. 

      

 
Swiss Ambassador de Dardel and Federal Councillor Widmer-Schlumpf look 
forward to new milestones in Sino-Swiss relations. Photos: Zhao Pengpeng 

 
Green building Swiss House Beijing under planning  

The project of Swiss House Beijing – a marketplace for innovation, trade and investment, a 

plus-energy modern structure to be built with Swiss sustainable technology, was launched in 

Beijing on March 12.  

The concept was put forward by Swiss Ambassador to China Dr. Jean-Jacques de Dardel 

who also serves as the Strategic Chairman of the board. The construction is undertaken by 

the Swiss Active Building Development Group. Currently under planning, the green building, 

to be located in central Beijing, is expected to be completed before 2020.  

It will host leading Swiss, Chinese and international companies engaged in innovation, 

technology, and become a flagship representing Switzerland’s core values and showcas ing 

Swiss excellence in technology, service and education, according to the Ambassador. 
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The Swiss Embassy in China invited Swiss residents residing in the country to be part of Solar Impulse’s round-the-world 

journey by setting up a temporary space at work or their homes with typical Swiss or Solar Impulse features.  

Within a month, we saw a lot of active participation and we are particularly impressed with the efforts made by Mr. Fabian 

Moser, who teaches at Qinghai University, Ms. Regula Gutzwiller-Malakut, a teacher with the New Wellspring English Center 

in Inner Mongolia, Dany Luetzel, general manager of the Kempinski Hotel Chongqing and Beat Klarer, general manager of 

the Sofitel Shanghai Sheshan Oriental, which you can see from the pictures below.  

Interested in participation? Please email us at bei.cultural-section@eda.admin.ch and we will have our kits of tailor-made 

materials mailed to you! 

Photos: Courtesy of  Fabian Moser, Regula Gutzwiller-Malakut, Dany Luetzel and Beat Klarer 

In Pictures   

Spontaneous Houses of Switzerland welcome Solar Impulse 

 
 
 
  

mailto:bei.cultural-section@eda.admin.ch
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Facts & Figures 

 

 Switzerland:  research 
nation  
R&D expenditure: 3.1% of GDP 

Patents filed in 2012: 23,269 

Nobel Prize winners in science: 20 

 

Online course on business ethics  

An innovative and high quality course Massive Open Online 

Courses on Responsible Entrepreneurship was launched on April 

22, to introduce key elements of entrepreneurship and ethics with 

convincing arguments and video interviews with Chinese and 

international entrepreneurs.  

 

The course is a joint project among the University of International 

Business and Economics, Rothlin Ltd. and the China Trade 

Institute. The Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency works 

as a sponsor and provides strategic guidelines. Interested? Enrol 

in the course at: www.uibeonline.cn 

 

 

 A touch of Switzerland 

Works of Swiss landscape architects are often a combination of formal beauty and 

ecological context, rigour and elegance. Such works also distinguish themselves from 

others with the sense of moderation, strictness and a touch of minimalism. 

 

The Swiss Touch in Landscape Architecture, by landscape architect and professor Michael 

Jakob illustrates the Swiss landscape architectures with 29 significant works. Written in 

English, the book is now available in Chinese. Get a copy of the book and feel the 

uniqueness of Swiss design! Buy the book at:  

http://www.ifengspace.cn/books/bookDetails/id/1198.html 

 

Swiss Embassy offers internships! The 

Embassy of Switzerland in China is offering 

academic internships to young and aspiring 

Swiss nationals. The internship, which usually 

lasts for six months, will engage interns in the 

different tasks and responsibilities in the 

embassy or with a particular section.  

For details, please visit: 

https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/china/en/h

ome/news/open-job-vacancies/academic-

internships.html 

 

Short stay visas processed within 48 hours 

To further enhance the exchanges between the 

people of Switzerland and China, starting from 

January 2015, short stay visas are being  

processed within 48 hours (on working days) if 

supporting documents are complete and 

require no additional checks.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.uibeonline.cn/
http://www.ifengspace.cn/books/bookDetails/id/1198.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/china/en/home/news/open-job-vacancies/academic-internships.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/china/en/home/news/open-job-vacancies/academic-internships.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/china/en/home/news/open-job-vacancies/academic-internships.html
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Upcoming events 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Geneva at the Heart of Time – The Origin of Swiss 
Watchmaking Culture  

April 14 - August 12, 2015, free  

Capital Museum China, 16 Fuxingmen Waidajie, Xicheng District, Beijing 

Tel: 010-6339-3339, http: //en.capitalmuseum.org.cn/ 

Geneva has earned its enduring status as the world capital of fine watchmaking for 
more than three centuries. It is also home to one of the world’s most important watch 
and clock collections. Now some of the fine timepieces, 350 in total together with 
watchmaking tools, clock mechanism and equipment, are being displayed at the 
Capital Museum China from April 24 to August 12.  

To best demonstrate the craftsmanship the city of Geneva has developed, an 18th-
century Gevena cabinotier workshop is also on display. 

At the Gobi’s Gate  
April 11 - May 10, 2015 
Contemporary China Calligraphy Museum, (north of) Xuefu Street, Wuhai, Inner Mongolia 

The solo exhibition At the Gobi’s Gate by Swiss artist Gaël Epiney in Wuhai, a city located on the edge of the Gobi 
desert in Inner Mongolia, is a collection of sculptures inspired by the nomadic life of the locals. The three-dimensional 
nomad sculptures interpret the concepts of nomadism, light, removable, transportable, mountable-dismountable. 
Alongside the sculptures are also the artist’s 100 drawings, a result of his contemplation of the extraordinary nature. 

China’s Abstraction and the Figuration of the West 
May 21 - June 1, 2015, free  

National Art Museum of China, 1 Wusi Dajie, Dongcheng District, Beijing 

Tel: 010-6400-1476, www.namoc.org/en/ 
 
Abstraction and figuration, East and West. These binary terms seem more 
contrasting when works of these two styles are set side by side.  
 
At the exhibition, curator Huang Mei juxtaposes works of Swiss artist Luciano 
Castelli and Chinese contemporary artist Tan Ping, both of whom apply a 
diverse media to express themselves, from painting to photography and multi-
media. Visitors to the show are guaranteed a feast of visual art! 

Swiss Week Shanghai  
May 13 - May 17, 2015, free  
Huaihai Road Park, 177 Huaihai Road (near Pu’an Road), Shanghai  

Tel: 021-3319- 9933, http://swissweek.com/ 
 

The annual Swiss Week in Shanghai will see the participation of over 20 
Swiss companies. It will offer a perfect opportunity to taste and test Swiss 
products from food to beverages, baby care and home appliances and to 
discover the unknown economic and cultural aspects of Switzerland! 
 

http://www.capitalmuseum.org.cn/
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Swiss-Chinese Friendship Day 
May 29, 2015 

InterContinental Fuzhou, 108 Guangda Road, Taijiang District, 

Fuzhou, Fujian Province 

Tel: 0591-8625-1220 

 

Besides getting a glimpse of the diverse Swiss cultures, visitors to 

the event organized by the Consulate General of Switzerland in 

Guangzhou will also acquire practical knowledge of Switzerland as 

an attractive investment location, appealing travel destination and 

leading country in energy utilization following three seminars on 

trade, travel and energy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo exhibition: China between yesterday and 
tomorrow  
May 29 – June 28 17, 2015  

Fujian Museum, 96 Hutou Street, Gulou District, Fuzhou City, Fujian Province 

Tel: 0591-8375-7670, http://www.fjbwy.com/ 

 

Swiss journalist and photographer Fernand Gigon (1908-1986) traveled extensively 

in China in the 1950s. He was particularly impressed by the huge amount of people 

– 600 million at the time – who set out to a new age in the name of communism and 

had to find their own way into the modern world. He then focused his lens on the 

commoners who kept their pride and dignity under difficult conditions. 
 

The photo exhibition, organized by the Consulate General of Switzerland in 

Guangzhou, features 65 photographs characterized with a sense of beauty and the 

poverty of everyday life. 

 

 

 

J. Rickenmann 4tet  
China tour 

June 15 - 27, 2015 

Guangzhou/Shenzhen/Xiamen/Hangz

hou/Shanghai/Zhengzhou/Beijing 

Tour schedule: 

www.switzerland65china.com/en/ 

 

Swiss saxophonist and composer 

Juliane Rickenmann, who worked as 

a saxophonist in the southern city of 

Chengdu for two years, comes back 

to China in June with her group J. 

Rickenmann 4tet.  

 

During their seven-city tour, the group 

will play music from her new album 

Emei, inspired by the sacred and 

massive Buddhist statue atop Emei 

Mountain in Chengdu. 
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List of Swiss institutions in China 
 

Consulate General of Switzerland in Shanghai 

22F, Building A 
Far East International Plaza 
319 Xianxia Road, Changning District 
Shanghai 200051, P.R. China 
Tel.: +86 21 6270 0519 
Fax: +86 21 6270 0522 
sha.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 

Consulate General of Switzerland in Hong Kong 

62F, Central Plaza 
18 Harbour Road 
Wanchai, Hong Kong 
Tel.: +852 3509 5000 
Fax: +852 3509 5050 
hon.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 
 

Swiss Business Hub China  

c/o Embassy of Switzerland 
3 Sanlitun Dongwujie, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100600, P.R. China 
Tel.: +86 10 8532 7530 
Fax: +86 10 6532 4353 
bei.sbhchina@eda.admin.ch 

www.s-ge.com/en 
(local branches in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong) 

 

Pro Helvetia Shanghai 
Swiss Arts Council  
c/o swissnex China 
22F, Building A 
Far East International Plaza 
319 Xianxia Road 
Shanghai 200051, P.R. China 
Tel.:  +86 21 6235 1889 
Fax:  +86 21 6235 1365 
shanghai@prohelvetia.cn 

www.prohelvetia.cn 
 

Swiss Society Beijing 
info@ssbj.ch  
www.ssbj.ch 
 

 

 

Consulate General of Switzerland in Guangzhou 

Grand Tower, 27th Floor 
228 Tianhe Lu 
Tianhe District 
Guangzhou 510620, P.R. China 
Tel.: +86 20 3833 0450 
Fax:  +86 20 3833 0453  
mggz.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 

Swissnex China 

22F, Building A 
Far East International Plaza 
319 Xianxia Road 
Shanghai 200051, P.R. China 
Tel.: +86 21 6235 1889 
Fax: +86 21 6235 1365 
info@swissnexchina.org  (local branch in Beijing) 

Switzerland Tourism 

Room 609, Tower 1,  Prosper Center 
5 Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District 
Beijing, 100020, P. R. China 
Tel.: +86 10 6512 0974 
Fax: +86 10 6512 0973 
info.cn@switzerland.com 
www.myswitzerland.com.cn  
 (local branches in Shanghai and Hong Kong) 

Cleantech Switzerland China Liasion Office 
Room 802, Building C, Sanlitun SOHO 
Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100027, P. R. China  
Tel.: +86 10 8453 9936 
Fax: +86 10 8453 9499 
www.cleantech-switzerland.cn  

 

SwissCham Beijing 

Room. 611, Kunsha Center 
No.16 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100027, P.R. China 
Tel.: +86 10 8468 3982 
Fax: +86 10 8468 3983 
info@bei.swisscham.org  
www.swisscham.org  
(local branches in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong) 
 
 
 

Embassy of Switzerland in China 

 

3 Sanlitun Dongwujie, Chaoyang District, 
Beijing 100600, P.R. China 
Tel:            +86 10 8532 8888 
Fax:           +86 10 6532 4353 
E-Mail:       bei.vertretung@eda.admin.ch  
Website:    www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 
Weibo:      www.weibo.com/swissembassy 

 

www.switzerland65china.com 
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