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he children turned a Snow Pavilion in
Ttheir little hands, a crystal snow ball
with a minireplica of the Swiss Expo Pavilion
inside. Snowflakes in the transparent ball
brought immense joy to the children of this

newly built nursery in Longxing town.

3rd September 2010 witnessed a
festival in Chongzhou, a city which is just an
hour's drive from Chengdu, the capital city
of Sichuan Province. A nursery financed and
built by the Swiss community was handed
over to the local authorities. With its blend
of local architecture and Swiss aesthetics
designed by Swiss architects Virtuarch from
Shanghai, the nursery consists of single-
storey, multi-colored buildings connected
by two capped corridors which look like
auspicious dragons in the air. The new
nursery will be welcoming almost 250
children at the start of the new semester in

early September.

The local authorities of Chongzhou City
were delighted to welcome representatives
of different Swiss partners for the
reconstruction project in Sichuan. The

presence of HE. Blaise Godet, Ambassador

of Switzerland to China, who was making
his third visit to Longxing town,Pieder A.
Casura (HEKS), Christian Guertler (Chairman
SwissCham China), Stephan Titze and Felix
Sutter (both Project Co - Presidents) and
Daniel Heusser (Project Manager) and many
other distinguished guests were highly
appreciated. The participants were greeted
by children waving Chinese and Swiss
national flags and entertained by a brief live
performance. It was followed by an opening
speech, the tour of the nursery buildings

and the official inauguration ceremony to be

concluded by a press conference.

Two years ago, the picture was
completely different; on 12 May 2008 a
catastrophic earthquake measuring 8.0
on the Richter scale hit Wenchuan in
southwestern China, killing nearly 70,000

people and leaving some 18000 missing.

The city of Chongzhou was confronted
with an emergency where more than half
of its 700000 population suffered from the
earthquakes, more than 540,000 houses
were destroyed and economic loss of CNY
10 billion incurred. The local schools were
hit as well: 64 were injured (10 teachers and
54 students) and 12 killed (2 teachers and
10 students). Most school buildings were
damaged and teaching tools no longer
usable. The old nursery at Longxing town,
established in 1998, had a floor space of 340

square meters and enrolled 132 children.

Shortly after the disaster, Swiss Cham
Shanghai initiated a call to join forces to
the Swiss community in China, including
SwissCham's in Beijing and Guangzhou,
the Embassy of Switzerland in China,
the Consulate General of Switzerland in
Shanghai, the Swiss Society Beijing, the Swiss

Club Shanghai and a number of groups and

individuals, to raise funds not only in China
but also in Switzerland. Some Swiss-based
bilateral organizations, such as the Swiss-
Chinese Association, the Swiss-Chinese
Association - French Speaking Region, the
Swiss-Chinese Chamber of Commerce and
the Entraide Protestante Suisse (EPER) along
with some individuals, launched fundraising
campaigns for the quake-stricken areas.
Among them, EPER became the figurehead
for the fundraising effort in Switzerland. The
total collection in China and Swizterland
amounted to more than CNY 7.8 million
- a great achievement worth mentioning
here. There is nothing like this exemplary
cooperation. We would like to extend our
gratitude to everyone who initiated and

supported the project.

The contribution by the Swiss
community may pale in comparison to
the disaster-caused losses; however, it is
significant especially in regards to this
year's 60th anniversary of the Sino-Swiss
diplomatic relations. Here we see a brand
new school for the children, one that draws

focus from around the world.
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