
 

             

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND IN CHINA 
 

 

Sanlitun Dongwujie 3, 100600 Beijing, China  
Phone: +86 10 8532 88 88, Fax: +86 10 6532 43 53 
bei.vertretung@eda.admin.ch, www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 

 

 
 
 

 

Media release 
Beijing 06 January 2017 

 

Chinese President Xi Jinping to pay state visit 
to Switzerland next week  
 
As a sign of the ever closer political and economic ties between Switzerland and 
China, the Federal Council led by President Doris Leuthard will receive the Chinese 
President, Xi Jinping, for a state visit to Switzerland next week. The programme for the 
visit begins on Sunday, 15 January, with the official speeches and a gala dinner, 
which President Xi Jinping will attend with his wife Peng Liyuan. Talks between the 
Swiss and Chinese delegations are scheduled for Monday. 
 
It is planned that the official talks will involve an exchange on world trade, the global financial 
system, the environment and climate protection and the situation in and around Syria. On 
bilateral issues, the focus will be on cooperation on economic and scientific matters, 
cooperation in the financial sector and on cultural matters, on human rights and in the 
context of the UN and on environment, climate and energy.  
 
In addition to President Leuthard and President Xi Jinping, members of both governments 
will take part in the talks. As part of the programme for the visit, a round table is scheduled to 
take place on Monday with representatives of the Swiss business community.  
 
Contacts between Switzerland and China have grown closer in recent years in both political 
and economic terms. In April 2016, former Swiss President Johann N. Schneider-Ammann 
was invited to China for a state visit. On that occasion, both countries agreed to designate 
their bilateral relations as an Innovative Strategic Partnership. This has brought a new 
dimension and new dynamism to Sino-Swiss relations. 
 
The two countries have however enjoyed a close relationship for decades. Switzerland was 
one of the first western states to recognise the newly founded People’s Republic of China on 
17 January 1950. Since 2010, China has been Switzerland’s most important trading partner 
in Asia and its third most important trading partner after the USA and the EU.  
 
Currently, bilateral exchanges are ongoing in more than 20 areas, including business, human 
rights, migration issues, employment law, intellectual property and financial matters. In 
addition, science and technology, health and the environment are further important areas of 
cooperation. 
 
Additional links: 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/beijing
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Embassy of Switzerland in China official website: www.eda.admin.ch/beijing 
 
Embassy of Switzerland in China Weibo: @瑞士驻华大使馆 
 
Embassy of Switzerland in China WeChat: 别样瑞士 SwissChat 

Media contact 
Ms. Li Dan    
Media Officer, Culture and Media Section 
Embassy of Switzerland in China 
Tel: +86 10 8532 8741 
Email: dan.li@eda.admin.ch 
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