
- China beyond belief -

A Video Initiative by Integrate Chinese Life 
Directed by Robin Mahieux



- Context - 

- Facts - 
The number of Swiss nationals living in China has steadily increased 
over the past 10 years (1882 in 2003 to 4129 in 2013). However, 2014 
marks the first time when the number of Swiss nationals has diminished 
in comparision to the previous year (4056 in 2014 against 4129 in 
2013).  This change may be explained by different factors including more 
difficulties to get visas and a less attractive image of the country.

In 2012, the Chinese government increased the number of scholarships 
offered to Swiss nationals in order to attract more people to study the 
language. However, there are never enough candidates applying to 
distribute all of them. This is due to a lack of information about those 
scholarships. In 2014, there were 55 scholarships offered and only 33 of 
these have been allocated. 

A Diminishing swiss population in china

What do you see when 
I say China?

Foreign medias continuously show the bad sides of China. We too often  
read about pollution, bad hygiene, counterfeits, corruption and so on.

The most appealing sides of China such as its beauty and its welcoming 
and friendly people are too often left aside.

We have decided to challenge that and broadcast our own image of 
China.

The goal of our initiative is to show 
China through unbiased eyes and 
to subvert the negative image 
most young people abroad have of 
this magnificent country.

China is a global power and the 
opportunities for international 
youth are unlimited. 

We believe that if people saw more 
of the bright face of China they 
would be more likely to embrace 
the country and its culture. 

our 
initiative

A deteriorating image of a wonderful country

 a short video 
 Showing China as we know it
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FEAturES

FoCuS 
PoInTS

Open people’s eyes 
and they shall 
see

Share the experience 
and change the way 
people See china



To make this project come to life, we first 
had to raise financial support and build 
the right team. 

It then took us 5 months to plan, shoot 
and produce the video. We traveled 
throughout Guilin, Sichuan province, 
Inner Mongolia, Beijing and Shanghai to 
capture these amazing images.

The official launch is planned for the 10th 
of March 2015. 

MAkINg OF We traveled three weeks all around China, some 
days in the fastest growing cities in the world, 
others in the most remote villages where we did 
not even have electricity at night. We went from 
the world’s fastest trains to 12-hour long crowded 
buses where we had to sit on the floor. 

Chinese people are extremely welcoming, and 
eager to show their habits and culture. We have 
been invited by Chinese families to share their 
diner and eat some of the most unexpected food. 
On the Li River we had the chance to fish with a 
local cormorant fisherman.  Some mornings, we 
had to drink local rice liquors with workers on 
building sites without having the choice to refuse. 
It was great to share all these moments with the 
locals. 

In some rural areas, the locals had never seen 
foreigners. They were curious to know more 
about our traditions and why we were there. In 
big cities, others would recognize our language 
having already traveled many times.

China is truly full of contrasts and surprises ...

thE ADvENturE 
BEgINS



This initiative would not have been 
possible without the support of 
swissnex China who recognized 
its relevance and sponsored the 
equipment, expenses and the 
promotion of the video. 

Among other relevant participants, 
we account nina Azoulay, Maxime 
Bernard, and X-Sories who have 
contributed their time, energy and 
equipment for the project.

SuppOrt

a great 
country 

deserves 
a great

 film

http://swissnexchina.org


In order to maximize the impact of the project, we are now looking for as many partners as possible to help us bring this video to the masses. To get 
involved in this meaningful project, you can help by broadcasting our video on your website, social media pages, blogs and other channels. All your 
thoughts and suggestions are more than welcome to help us increase our reach.

We would be glad to help you write a short post or newspaper article covering this project or our team. Contact us at info@integratechineselife.com for 
more detailed information about our video initiative, our business activities or our experience as young social entrepreneurs in China. We would be glad 
to organize a conference call or send you our complete press kit.

help us Change the way the world sees china  

Integrate Chinese Life

visit website

Integrate Chinese Life “ICL” is an initiative that helps foreigners to come experience China and be 
trained for future economic, political and social challenges. ICL helped close to 100 foreigners since 
its launch in 2013. The founders, Bastien Dumont and nicolas de Toledo, 24 years old, Belgian and 
Swiss respectively, have been living in China for over five years. They are convinced of the need to 
create exchanges with China in order to shape better future for their own nations. They are both 
young entrepreneurs exercising multiple China-related activities, and taking actively part into relevant 
projects with meaningful impacts.

Robin Mahieux is the appointed movie director to the project. Chosen for his entrepreneurial spirit and 
passion of China, Robin also decided to leave everything behind him when he left Paris to come to 
China at 19 years old to start his career. He is now working with the world’s most renowned brands, 
as well as helping to build projects that need to be adapted to a Chinese audience.

« going to China was the best choice we ever made. 

We hope our video will convince others to do the same. »

robin MAhieux

mailto:info%40integratechineselife.com?subject=China%20Beyond%20Belief%20-%20Video%20Initiative
http://integratechineselife.com


Password: thisischina
official launch on the 10th of march

do not diStribute before

if you would like to contribute to the SucceSS of the video by 

Sharing it the day of itS releaSe, SEND US AN EMAIL and receive 

the link to the final video on the morning of itS launch.

click here to watch the video

Rm.358, 55 West Huai Hai Road 3F
20030, Shanghai
info@integratechineselife.com
www.integratechineselife.com

integrate chineSe life
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