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Western perceptions of Chinese ethnology in theokthe “Cold War” today still
seem biased between anticommunist disregard anegplp PRC Chinese dreams.
This workshop aims at bringing together new perspes on this period and at
reconsidering its place in modern Chinese ethnology

Two issues seem particularly relevant when dealiitig the historical legacies of
ethnography and ethnology in China during the pkoio1950-1980: the academic
activities of scholars and the everyday practidethe masses”, i.e. the common
people. This international workshop, organisedhgyEthnographic Museum of the
University of Zurich, will thus address the histarfythe academic field of
ethnology as well as the ethnography of contemgqgraoples’ lives.

Since 1950, ethnological studies have been expanigiserious adaptations within
the whole-scale academic landscape of the Pedpépsiblic of China. Ethnology
(minzu xue) was renamed as “studies of ethnic nationalit{esihzu yanjiu). The
disciplines sociology as well as social anthropglagre abolished but their
personnel and methodological concerns were pastiyralated into the new,
practice-oriented discipline “studies of ethnicioaalities”. Folklore and folk
literature studies were equally renamed if not ceduo “people’s oral works”.
This situation has lasted until the reform erahaténd of 1970s.

Several large-scale research projects like linguistd social historical surveys of
ethnic minorities, collections of oral narratives/a been officially initiated during
the early years of the PRC. The perspective oCthieese scholars though was
mainly oriented towards past or vanishing practisesving to construct a past that
would serve the future. The daily practices of “tha@sses” though, including
technical innovations in their everyday life, ras yet little attention of the
ethnologists of the time.

This workshop raises the question of how we shtmddy deal with the academic
legacies of this historical period. How are thetoarity and interruptions of the
research projects to be analysed, and especialyhich extent were they
influenced by the Soviet-Union? How should we inédg the research materials
collected throughout these projects into our owmesu research? How may, first
of all through the oral history of the informarttse “total facts” of daily practice
between 1940 and 1980 be constructed and recotestfuc

Re-evaluating the historical ethnologic legaciethefperiod of 1950-1980 will
foster our understanding of contemporary Chines&goand contribute to a more
cosmopolitan ethnological study of multi-ethnic i

Date: September 1-3, 2010

Venue: Ethnographic Museum of the University of Zueri¢telikanstrasse 40, CH-
8001 zirich, Switzerlandhttp://www.musethno.uzh.chTel.: +41 44 - 634
90 10, Fax: +41 44 - 634 90 50

Contact: Mareile Flitschflitsch@vmz.uzh.chXiujie Wu, wu@vmz.uzh.ch




LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

CHIRKOVA, KATIA, RESEARCHER, CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFI-
QUE, CENTRE DE RECHERCHES LINGUISTIQUES SUR L'ASIE ORIENTALE, PARIS
FLITSCH, MAREILE, DIRECTOR OF THE ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM AND PROFESSOR
OF ETHNOLOGY AT THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY,
UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH

GUO, YUHUA, PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY,
BEIJING

HAN, ZHENJING, LOCAL HISTORIAN, BUREAU FOR COMPILING LOCAL CHRONICLES
OF DING-ZHOU, CHINA

HERSHATTER, GAIL, PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF CALI-
FORNIA, SANTA CRUZ

HOPF, IRIS, ASSOCIATED SCHOLAR, CHINA STUDY GROUP AT TECHNICAL UNIVER-
SITY OF BERLIN

KNODEL, SUSANNE, CURATOR, HAMBURG MUSEUM OF ETHNOLOGY

LITZINGER, RALPH, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND
WOMEN'S STUDIES, DUKE UNIVERSITY

LIU, KUILI, PROFESSOR, INSTITUTE OF LITERATURE, CHINESE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCES, BEIJING

LIU, XIAO, PH.D. CANDIDATE, INSTITUTE FOR FOLKLORE STUDIES, SHANDONG UNI-
VERSITY, JI'NAN INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
NENTWIG, INGO, UNIVERSITY LECTURER, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 1™ -3™ SEPTEMBER 2010 IN ZURICH
ANTHROPOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH)

RIEMENSCHNITTER, ANDREA, PROFESSOR, EAST ASIAN SEMINAR, UNIVERSITY OF

ZURICH
SCHMIDT-GLINTZER, HELWIG, PROFESSOR, DIRECTOR, HERZOG AUGUST BIBLIO- RECALLING HISTORICAL LEGACIES:

THEK, WOLFENBUTTEL

WEMHEUER, FELIX, RESEARCH ASSISTANT, INSTITUTE OF SINOLOGY, UNIVERSITY ETHNOGRAPHY AND ETHNOLOGY IN CHINA, 1950-1980
OF VIENNA

WU, XIUJIE, RESEARCH FELLOW, ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM, UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH
YE, TAO, PROFESSOR, INSTITUTE OF WORLD RELIGION, CHINESE ACADEMY OF SO-
CIAL SCIENCES, BEIJING

ORGANIZATION:
ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH

CONTACT:
PROF. DR. MAREILE FLITSCH, DIRECTOR, FLITSCH@VMZ.UZH.CH
DR. XIUJIE WU, WU@VMZ.UZH.CH

VENUE:

ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH
IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE UPRP "ASIA AND EUROPE", UNIVERSITY PELIKANSTRASSE 40, CH-8001 ZURICH
OF ZURICH TEL. 0041 (0)44 634 90 11

WWW. MUSETHNO.UZH.CH

Universitat Ziirich
Volkerkundemuseum
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REGISTRATION

MAREILE FLITSCH
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

HELWIG SCHMIDT-GLINTZER
KEYNOTE SPEECH: HOW CHINA BECAME A MULTIETHNIC SOCIETY

COFFEE / TEA BREAK

PANEL 1: ORAL HISTORY/ORAL NARRATIVES AS AN-
THROPOLOGICAL APPROACH

CHAIR: ANDREA RIEMENSCHNITTER

LIU KUILI
ZHENGJIU BIANXIN: DEBATES OF DEALING WITH ORAL LITERATURE

LUNCH BREAK

GAIL HERSHATTER
RURAL WOMEN AND CHINA’'S COLLECTIVE PAST

FELIX WEMHEUER
RESISTANCE AND ADAPTATION: EVERYDAY ACTIONS OF CHINESE
AND RUSSIAN PEASANTS IN TIMES OF FAMINE

COFFEE / TEA BREAK

GUO YUHUA
SUFFERING, CIVILIZATION AND ORAL HISTORY

LIU XIAO

NARRATED BODY LANGUAGES: TRANSMISSION OF HANDCRAFT
SKILLS THROUGH ORAL NARRATIVES - THE CASE OF YANG SHU-
LUO

DINNER

THURSDAY, 2™ SEPTEMBER 2010

9.00-9.45

PANEL 2: SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE AND HUMAN RELATIONS
CHAIR: GAIL HERSHATTER

MAREILE FLITSCH

A QUESTION OF LOSS AND GAIN: ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF
EVERYDAY PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS IN THE FIRST DE-
CADES OF THE PRC

09.45-10.30

10.30-11.00

11.00-11.45

11.45-12.30

12.30-14.00

14.00-18.00

YE TAO

HANDCRAFT SKILLS, COLLECTIVIZATION AND PERSONAL IDENTITY:
THE CASE OF MANUFACTURING NEW YEAR’S PICTURES IN YANG-
JIABU, SHANDONG PROVINCE

COFFEE / TEA BREAK
HAN ZHENJING
TRAININGS OF BAREFOOT DOCTORS IN DINGZHOU, HEBEI PRO-

VINCE

IRIS HOPF
THE TRANSFORMATION OF TEXTILE KNOWLEDGE IN EARLY PRC

LUNCH BREAK

FIELD TRIP: SCHAUKASEREI IN SCHWYZ (VOLUNTARY)

FRIDAY, 3™ SEPTEMBER 2010

8.00-8.45

8.45-9.30

9.30-9.45

9.45-10.30

10.30-11.15

11.15-11.45

11.45

PANEL 3: LARGE-SCALE RESEARCH PROJECTS IN THE
1950s: FACTS AND REFLECTIONS
CHAIR: SUSANNE KNODEL

KATIA CHIRKOVA
LINGUISTIC SURVEY OF ETHNIC MINORITIES IN 1950s AND ITS LE-
GACIES

WU XIUJIE
FACTS AND PERCEPTIONS: THE PROJECT “SOCIAL HISTORICAL
SURVEYS OF ETHNIC MINORITIES” IN THE LAST FIFTY YEARS

COFFEE / TEA BREAK

INGO NENTWIG

THE NORTHEAST CHINA TUNGUSIC PEOPLES’ FORMATION OF PRIMI-
TIVE SOCIETY IN THE RESEARCH MATERIALS ON SOCIAL HISTORY
RALPH LITZINGER

YAO ETHNICITIES IN THE DAYAO SHAN: LEGACIES OF REVOLUTIO-

NARY ACTIVISM IN THE EARLY SOCIALIST PERIOD

CONCLUDING DISCUSSION (MODERATED BY MAREILE FLITSCH AND
GUO YUHUA)

END OF THE WORKSHOP

THE WORKING LANGUAGES OF THIS WORKSHOP WILL BE ENGLISH AND CHINESE.



