
Embassy of Switzerland in the P.R. of China 

50 Years Diplomatie Relations
 
Between The P.R. of China and Switzerland
 

Press Kit Contents 

1.	 Congratulation Message from R.E. Mr. Adolf Ogi 
President of Swiss Confederation 
$±J~,~~iPj 

2.	 Congratulation Message from Mr. Dominique Dreyer 
Ambassador of Switzerland in People' s Republie of China 
JW±tt~j(~~iPJ 

3. Press Release 
- 50 Years of Bilateral Relations Between Switzerland and China 
$ q:r :«J213ê*50 !if~ IlfJ tt:tff~ 

4.	 ChronoloAjY of i~ortant events: Switzerland-China 1950-2000 
q:r l!f- Jffif±m5t50JWJ!ifj($* 

5.	 50 Years Diplomatie Relations Switzerland-China
q:rOO - JW±m3t50JWJ!if~J3i~ ~fû~ 

6.	 50 Years of Sueeessfui Economie Relations between Switzerland 
and China 
q:r l!f - 3W±~1Jf3ê*JïX~3ë~~50!if 

7.	 Switzerland and Environmental Protection in China 
JW±~q:r~~Pf~*1P 

8.	 Culture Events Seheduled for the Commemoration of 50 Years of 
DiI?lomatie Relation Between P.R. China and Switzerland 
i*m9=t 00 - JW±J!3i:50JWJ1f:9=tJWx1t3i:mtJj! § 



Congratulation Message
 
from Mr. Adolf Ogi, President of Swiss Confederation
 

Tt is now 50 years since Swîtzerland and the People' s Republic of China 
agreed to establish diplomatic relations. For both, Switzerland and the 
People' s Republic of China, these 50 years have been a time of change. 
What remains constant is the interest in good and mutually beneficial 
political, economic and cultural relations. Switzerland attaches great 
importance to this objective. 

Economic, technological, social and political developments have brought 
us aH closer together. Geographic distance is no longer as important as it 
used to be. Global interdependence is a reality, and aH states are 
compeHed to act as partners for the common good. 

The People' s Republic of China is an important country in world 
affairs. Switzerland is interested to cooperate with the People' s 

, Republic of China in favour of a peaceful, stable and prosperous world in 
which both the particular characteristics of each country and globally 
accepted standards are respected and observed. 

1 look forward to the further development of the good relationship 
between the Swiss and the Chinese peoples. 
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Congratulation Message
 
from Mr. Dominique Dreyer
 

Ambassador of Switzerland in China
 

China and Switzerland are happy to celebrate this year half a century of 
diplomatic relations. These fi fty years were eventful years for the whole of 
mankind. Spectacular developments have taken place, especially in the field 
of science and technology, and communications have progressed in a way 
that few would have foreseen fi fty years ago. The world is becoming ever 
smaIler, increasing the need for better mutual knowledge and better mutual 
exchanges. 

China and Switzerland have always had excellent relations, and Switzerland 
has always had an excellent image among the Chinese people. Particularly in 
the last twenty years, political, economic, as weIl as personal relations 
between our two countries have seen remarkable developments. 

On the threshold of the new century, China and Switzerland have reason to 
be proud of these achievements, having built a good foundation on which 
our relations are bound to develop even further. It is hoped that this press kit 
will be of help for aIl those wishing to know more about Switzerland and 
desirous to write about my country. 
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Embassy of Switzerland in the P.R. of China 

50 Years of bilateral relations between 
Switzerland and China 

Press Release 

September 13, 2000 (Beijing) -- ln celebration of 50 years of 
diplomatie relations with the People' s Republic of China, the 
President of the Swiss Confederation, Mr. Adolf Ogi, will be on 
visit in Beijing and Shanghai from September 12th to September 
14th 

• 

He will have meetings with the top leaders of the Chinese 
government including President Jiang Zemin and Premier Zhu 
Rongji. 

Mr. Ogi is accompanied by a delegation including Secretary of 
State, Mr. David Syz, several high-ranking officiais from the 
Swiss government and a group of important Swiss business 
leaders 

ln 1950 Switzerland was one of the first western cotmtries to set up 
diplomatie relations with the new China. Through mutual efforts, the 
bilateral relations have seen great achievements in the fields of 
politics, economy, culture, education, science and technology - and 
increasingly also in the environmental 'field. 

Frequent exchanges of high-Ievel delegations have been of 
fundamental importance for these developments, especially during 
the last decade. The high-lights of the past years have been the visit 
of President Jiang Zemin to Switzerland in 1999 and the visits of the 
Presidents of the Swiss Confederation, Mr. Jean-Pascal Delamuraz, 
in 1996 and presently of Mr. Adolf Ogi in September 2000. 

The economic co-operation between Switzerland and China is 
highlighted by the conclusion of 5 soft-Ioan agreements in the past 16 
years in order to finance important infrastructural projects and by the 
creation in 1998 of a pioneer-fund to provide venture capital for small 
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and medium-sized joint-venture companies. The opening of a 
representative Office both of the Swiss national tourism organisation 
in Beijing and of the Chinese Tourism authority in Zürich two years 
ago has strengthened co-operation in tourism. 

The signature of a Memorandum of Understanding on Cultural Co
operation in 1999 was helpful to intensify cultural exchanges, notably 
during this year of celebration. Highlights are the performances of the 
Opera from Zürich in Shanghai as weil as concerts of the Jazz
orchestra Georg Gruntz in Beijing and Shanghai mid of November 
2000. 

The important and growing ties in the educational and scientific field 
is shown by the fact that each year hundreds of mainly young 
Chinese and Swiss people take up studies in Switzerland, 
respectively in China be it in the framework of the official exchange 
programme or be it under private arrangements. 

Environment protection is a relatively recent area of our bilateral co
operation and it is expected to expand rapidly in the near future. 

During these 5 decades a great number of ties of friendship and 
partnership has been created between our two countries. One of the 
highlights is certainly the partnership between the cities of Kunming 
and Zürich. Since its inception in 1982 a considerable number of 
mutually beneficial projects have been carried out. 

The present visit of President agi will further enhance the co
operation between Switzerland and China and deepen the mutual 
understanding between both countries. 

For further information, please contact: 

Mr. Daniel Zehnder 
Embassy of Switzerland, Beijing 
Tel: 6532 2736 Fax: 6532 4353 
E-Mail: Vertretung@bei.rep.admin.ch 

mailto:Vertretung@bei.rep.admin.ch
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50 Years Diplomatie Relations 
Switzerland - China (1950 - 2000) 

Chronology of Important Events 

1950 January : Switzerland recognises the People' s Repub1ic of 
China 

September : Establishment of diplomatie relations 

1954 June : Visit of Prime Minister Zhou Enlai in Geneva and 
Berne 

1961 May : Visit of Vice Premier Chen Yi in Geneva and Berne 

1974 August : Visit ofForeign Minister Pierre Graber, Federal 
Councillor, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 
in Beijing 

December : Signature of the Trade Agreement between 
Switzerland and China 

1975 April : Visit ofMr. Willi Ritschard, Federal Councillor of 
the Federal Department ofTransportation, 
Communication And Energy, in China 

1978 May : Vice Premier Gu Mu visits Switzerland 

1979 April : Vice Chairman Rong Yiren of the National 
Committee of the Chinese People' s Political 
Consultative Conference heads a Chinese delegation 
to Switzerland 

1982 June : Meeting between Foreign Ministers, Mr. Pierre 
Aubert and Huang in Berne 

: Twinning between the cities of Zürich and Kunming 

1984 : First Agreement on Financial Cooperation (80 
Mio.CHF) 

1985 June : Vice Chairman Liao Hansheng of the Standing 
Committee of the National People' s Congress 
heads a Delegation of the Chinese People' s 
Congress to Switzerland 



1986 November 

1987	 March 

March 

1991 

1992 January 

1994 January 

March 

1995 January 

April 
April 

May 

October 

: Visit of Mr.Pierre Aubert, Vice-President and 
Foreign Minister in China 

: Bilateral Agreement on the Protection of Investments 

: State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wu Xu visits 
Switzerland 

: Second Agreement on Financial Cooperation 
(l00 mio.CHF) 

: Bilateral Agreement on the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation enters into force 

: Third Agreement on Financial Cooperation 
(110 mio. CHF) 

: Establishment of a Human Rights Dialogue between 
Switzerland and China 

: Visit of Premier Li Peng to Switzerland 

: Chairman Qiao Shi of the Standing Committee of 
the National People' s Congress visits Switzerland 

: Defence Minister Chi Haotian visits Switzerland 

: Vice Premier Zhu Rongji visits Switzerland 

: Foreign Minister Flavio Cotti visits China 
: Opening of the Consulat general of Switzerland 
in Shanghai by Foreing Minister Flavio Cotti 

: Visit of a Swiss parliamentary delegation headed by 
the Presidents ofboth Councils of the Swiss 
Parliament 

: Federal Councillor Jean-Pascal Delamuraz, Vice
President and Head of the Federal Department of 
Public Economy visits China 

: Fourth Agreement on Financial Cooperation 
(40 mio. CHF) 



1996 September : Chairman Li Ruihuan of the National Committee of 
the Chinese People' s Political Consultative 
Conference Visits Switzerland 

October : President Jean-Pascal DELAMURAZ, Head of the 
Department of Public Economy visits China 

1997 April : Lieutenant General Arthur Liener, Chief of General 
Staff, visits China 

December : Establishment of the Sino-Swiss Venture Capital 
Partnership Fund 

1998 January : Signature of a Memorandum ofUnderstanding on 
Tourism Cooperation 

February : Vice Premier Li Lanqing visits Switzerland 

: Establishment of representation offices of the 
Chinese Administration ofTourism in Zürich, resp. 
Of Swiss Tourism in Beijing 

October : Swiss Defence Minister, Federal Councillor Adolf 
OGI Visits China 

1999 March : President Jiang Zemin visits Switzerland 

: Signature ofa Memorandum ofUnderstanding on 
cultural cooperation 

: Signature of a Memorandum ofUnderstanding on 
cooperation in education 

July : Visit ofMrs. Trix Heberlein, President of the 
National Council of the Swiss Parliament 

November : Visit of Pascal Couchepin, Federal Councillor, Head 
of the Federal Department of Economy 
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50 Years Diplomatie Relations Switzerland - China 

1 The Swiss Economy 

Economie performance on a very high level 
Switzerland's 1999 gross domesticproduct (GOP) is 395 billion 
Swiss francs (US$ 272 billion) generating an income per inhabitant 
of 51,164 Swiss francs (US$ 35,303), placing Switzerland at the 
top of the developed economies. The employment level of the 
population is a high 75.2%, almost on a par with the USA and 
Japan and the best showing in Europe. 

International Competitiveness 
Ranking by World Economie Forum, 1999 

1. Singapore 12. Australia 
2. USA 20.Au~ria 

3. Hong Kong 22. Korea 
6. Switzerland 23. France 
8. United Kingdom 25. Germany 
9. Netherlands 35. Italy 

Total of 59 countries ranked 

A dynamic and diversified economy 

ln addition to a well-developed tertiary sector (banks, insurance 
companies, international holding companies, tourism), Switzerland 
has adynamie industrial sector (chemicals/pharmaceuticals, 
biotechnology, machines, micro-engineering, watches and c1ocks, 
food) which provides close to 30% of ail jobs. The high 
technological standard of the Swiss economy is reflected in the 
2.7% of gross domestic product (GOP) applied to research and 
development, a figure that is comparable with that of the United 
States. 

Substantial productivity increases and excellent growth 
forecast 

Between 1991 and 1997, Swiss industry realized huge productivity 
increases. Rationalization efforts, triggered by difficult economic 
circumstances, and high motivation of employees led to strong 



increases in the value added per employee in the industrial sector. 
Therefore, compared to other DECD countries, Switzerland's 
growth forecast is excellent. 

2 Economie Relations between Switzerland and China 

Long tradition and phenomenal growth 

Economic relations between Switzerland and China have a very
 
long tradition with various Swiss companies having established
 
their China business more than 100 years ago. Based on their
 
excellent know-how in foreign markets, Swiss companies were
 
always among the very first to participate in China's opening of the
 
economy and thus to contribute to China's foreign trade and
 
economic growth. From a relatively low level, trade and
 
investments took off remarkably in the 80s and increased
 
dramatically in the 90s. Today, none of the internationally
 
operating Swiss companies denies the importance of the Chinese
 
market and expectations for the future are high.
 

Swiss machinery for China'"
 
Machines are Switzerland's main export article to the Chinese
 
market. Dther important export goods are instruments and
 
equipment, chemical and pharmaceutical products as weil as
 
watches.
 

... and Chinese textiles for Switzerland
 
Textiles and clothing represent half of ail imported goods from
 
China to Switzerland. However, machinery, chemical products,
 
leather goods and toys have gained much ground in recent years.
 

1999 Figures 
in 1000 CHF 

Imports 
to Switzerland 

Exports 
from Switzerland 

from 
China 

from 
Hong 
Kono 

to China to Hong 
Kong 

Agricultural 
Products 

82390 1 696 2029 29084 

Chemical 
Products 

175830 1 447 128401 325654 

Pharmaceuticals 3340 84 51 064 63182 
Leather, hides 103322 2545 756 41 949 



Textiles, c10thing 545562 63227 13992 43002 
Shoes, 
accessories 

88731 2241 68 6 113 

Machinery 288717 81 310 620052 265754 
Watches 117771 239 

928 
40063 1 250 

231 
Toys, sports 
equipment 

141 235 8880 5435 21 780 

Total 1 799 
995 

656 
427 

990031 2912 
011 

Swiss capital and technology brought into China 
The first foreign joint-venture was established in 1980 between a 
Chinese and a Swiss company. Since then, foreign direct 
investment by Swiss companies has developed dramatically. 
Today, there are close to 300 Chinese-Swiss joint-ventures 
operational, while more and more Swiss companies also establish 
wholly foreign owned companies. Overall, more than 500 Swiss 
companies are represented in China. Swiss direct investment in 
China is believed to be as high as 3 billion US Dollars. 

Switzerland is a favorite travel destination 
ln 1998, 28'000 visitors entered China coming from Switzerland in 
order to do business or spend their vacation, while 25'000 Chinese 
traveled to Switzerland. Famous for its scenic beauty, weil 
preserved environment and world-Ieading hospitality industry, 
Switzerland is a favorite travel destination for many Chinese 
people. Only last year, Switzerland was the first European country 
to open an official representative tourist office in Beijing. 

Improved perspectives for services industry after WTO 
accession 

The leading Swiss Banks and Insurance companies are 
represented in China, but their current business volume here is low 
compared to their activities and importance in other markets. It is 
expected that China's accession to the WTO will lead to a more 
open access for the service industry. 
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50 Years of Successful Economie Relations 
between Switzerland and China 

While Chinese-Swiss economic co-operation goes back as far as the mid to late 
Qing Dynasty, it has of course been the most intense since the founding of the 
new China. With a strong tradition of competing in the world's markets, Swiss 
firms have actively participated in the economic development of the People's 
Republic. Trade and investments increased steadily during the early years, took 
off remarkably in the eighties and increased dramatically in the nineties. Today, 
none of the intemationally operating Swiss companies denies the importance of 
the Chinese market and expectations for the future are high. 

The history of economic and trade relations between Switzerland and China has 
many success stories to tell, such as the very early license agreements concluded 
by Sulzer and BBC in 1965, the Swîss Industrial and Watch Exhibition in 
Beijing 1968, the Swiss Industrial and Technological Exhibition SITEX in 1974, 
the first industrial foreign-sino Joint Venture launched by Schindler in 1980 and 
the establishment in 1998 of the prototype Sino-Swiss Partnership Fund for the 
promotion of smail and medium-sized sino-swiss Joint Ventures. 

Chinese importers and customers appreciate the high sophistication, value and 
reliability of Swiss products as weB as the effective after sales service. Beyond 
that, Swiss companies have always distinguished themselves through their 
loyalty and respect to the Chinese people and culture as a whole. Their interest 
has always been long-term, and they will continue to hold on to the principles of 
mutual benefit and trust. 

At the very beginning of a new century and while we celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of diplomatic relations between our two countries, China has 
decided to enter an exciting new era of economic development. There is no 
doubt that after accession to the WTO China will encounter great challenges as 
well as fantastic opportunities. In an environment of rapid deregulation and 
change, economic co-operation with foreign partners will become even more 
important and China will eventually attain the position in the world economy 
warranted by its size and population. As the Chinese economy grows, economic 
and trade relations between Switzerland and China will be sure to flourish along 
with it. . 

, 
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Switzerland and Environmentai Protection in China 

In February 2000, a TV serie, named "Green Trip to Switzerland" ,was 
presented to Beijing spectators. Its purpose was to show how Swiss 
towns, enterprises and citizens manage to prosper in a highly 
industrialised country while maintaining a world-famous pristine 
environment. 

There are, between Chinese and Swiss academic institutions, many 
examples of collaboration covering such environmental fields as biofuel, 
flood control, public transportation, water supply and sanitation. 
Numerous Swiss enterprises are active in China in projects with a 
positive impact on the environment. Switzerland also supports the 
environmental programmes in China of multilateral institutions such as 
the World Bank and the United Nation Industrial Development 
Organisation. It finances for instance an important project of municipal 
waste management under the Chinese Ministry of Construction. A 
partnership between Kunming, Yunnan Province and the Swiss city of 
Zurich has led to a long-term collaboration on urban planning and public 
transportation. And Chinese delegations periodically visit Switzerland to 
exchange information with their Swiss counterparts in charge of 
environmental sectors. 

Nevertheless, the volume of Swiss co-operation with respect to 
environmental protection leaves room for improvement. Recognising the 
importance and the magnitude of the environmental challenge in China, 
Switzerland intends to increase its effort in this sector. Swiss Mixed 
Financing (a kind of soft loan) has in the past provided China with more 
than 215 millions USD in soft loan to modernise basic industries and 
infrastructure. It will in the future be available exclusively for projects 
that are commercially non viable and have a clear environmental benefit, 
such as waste water treatment or toxic waste incineration. Moreover, 
projects in the field of cleaner industrial production and jointly 
implemented activities (projects to decrease the impact of economic 
development on world climate) are presently being assessed for a possible 

, financing. 



Many of Switzerland' s strengths in the environmental sector could also 
be of use in addressing the formidable challenges China is facing. Sorne 
examples are: waste management, erosion control and sustainable 
forestry, public transportation, eco-tourism, toxic dump assessment and 
clean-up, car exhaust and air quality monitoring, environmentally sound 
pest control, etc.. 

The Govemment of Switzerland believes that environmental protection is 
a common cause: by lending a hand to help finding effective and 
affordable solutions to China' s environmental problems, it also serves 
the interests of the international community, including of course those of 
the Swiss people. 
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Culture Events Seheduled for the Commemoration of
 
50 Years of Diplomatie Relations Between
 

the People's Republie of China and Switzerland
 

Launching Cermony for The Celebration of 50 15 March 2000 Beijing 
Years of Diplomatic Relations between 
Switzerland and China 

Swiss Week at Regal International East Asia 6 - 16 April 2000 Shanghai 
Rotel 

Swiss Vocal Ensemble Chantevigne Sing at 17 April 2000 Beijing 
Easter 23 April 2000 Shanghai 

Siwss Talk: A Radio series on Switzerland April - December Shanghai 
2000 

Concerts by the Dorian Ensemble 30 May 2000 Shanghai 
2 - 4 June 2000 Changsha 
5 June 2000 Tianjin 
6 June 2000 Beijing 

Publication of a book "Traveling Stories of July 2000 Shanghai 
Chinese in Switzerland" and "Traveling 
Stories of Swiss in China" 

Publication of the Official Randbook for 
" " 

September 2000 Beijing 
50 years of Diplomatic Relations 

Conferences by Swiss Balloonist Dr. Bertrand Il  13 September Beijing 
Piccard 2000 Shanghai 

14  16 September 
2000 

Official Ceremony for the Celebration of 50 13 September Beijing 
Years of Diplomatie Relations between 2000 
Switzerland and China 

Performances by 
.. 

Les Vieux Grenadiers 
De Geneve " 

13 September 2000 
15 - 16 September 

Beijing 
Shanghai 

2000 

Swiss Food and Cultural Week at the Rote1 8 - 17 September Shanghai 



2000Hyland Sofitel with Robi Weber Jazz Quartet 

14 - 16 September Shanghai 
2000 

The Switzerland 2000 Exhibition in Shanghai 

Shanghai
 
2000
 

Concerts by Swiss Flutist Alexandre Magnin
 

15 - 18 SeptemberZurich Opera in Shanghai 

Beijing 
28 September 2000 
19 September 2000 

Shanghai 

Exhibition .. Shanghai Seen by Swiss 14 - 24 September Shanghai 
Photographers" at Shanghai Art Museum 2000
 
Seminars with the Photographers Feirt Kuyas,
 
Edy Brunner and Marco Paoluzzo
 16 September
 
Official Handover of Swiss Bell Tower in
 14 September 2000 Shanghai 
Shanghai 

27 September - 1st Beijing
 
Switzerland as Guest at the Beijing Tourism
 October
 
Festival
 
Swiss-Chinese Stamps Exhibition
 September 2000 Beijing 

Shanghai 

Concerts by the Solistes de Geneve 230ctober Beijing 
250ctober Shanghai 

Concerts by the George Gruntz Jazz Band 18 November Beijing 
21 November Shanghai 

.. 
Concerts by the Jazz Band B. Connecte d" 14 November Kunming 

17 November 2000 Chongqin 
20 - 23 November g 
2000 Beijing 

Concerts by the Ensemble Antipodes November 2000 Beijing 
Shanghai 

Pipilottirist at the Shanghai Biennale November 2000 Shanghai 

Symposium 
.. 

The Rule of Law" December 2000 Beijing 
, 
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