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From Switzerland's early recognition of the PRCto the
conclusion of a free trade agreement. A quick recall on history.

A Relationship Rich

in Milestones
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The signing of the F'TA is only the latest of a series of milestonesin the
history of bilateral relations between China and Switzerland - both
politically and economically. Switzerland was amongst the first countries
to accept the newly found PRC and to accept China’s status as a market
economy. The Bridge takes a look back at some of the highlights of 64
years of diplomatic links, with a special focus on a crucial 100 days
following the foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.
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1.From left: Zhu De, Commander-in-Chief of the People's Liberation Army, Swiss Minister Clemente Rezzonico and Nie Rongzhen, Head
of PLA General Staff Headquarters and Mayor of Beijing. 2. Mr. Zhou Enlai, Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister, and Mr. Clemente
Rezzonico, Minister, presumably in 1950. Switzerland first opened a legation, which became an Embassy in 1957. 3. National Day

Celebrations 1955: From left: Chairman Mao Zedong and entourage waving at crowds in Beijing. 4. Picture of a private jurney of Fernand

Bernoulli, Swiss Ambassador to China from 1954-1958. Shown in the photo is his wife and their translator.
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n January 14th, 1950, the Swedish government sent a
Otelegram to Zhou Enlai, China's premier and foreign minister,
recognising the new state of China. Just three days later, Switzerland
joined Sweden in announcing that it too recognised the newly
founded PRC. Talks on diplomatic links began immediately, and on
September 14th of the same year, China and Switzerland officially
established a diplomatic relationship, exchanged envoys, and

opened embassies in each other's capitals.

In January 1956 and April 1957, the two countries upgraded their
diplomatic relations and exchanged ambassadors. Though China
had been quickly recognised by the Soviet Union and the socialist
states of Eastern Europe and the Balkans, Switzerland was among
the first group of non-socialist European countries to establish
diplomatic ties with the PRC.

US led trade ban against China

The founding of the PRC was a serious setback for the USA's
international strategy of suppression of the communist bloc.
The USA therefore used NATO to politically isolate China, and
attempted to minimise its international influence. The USA

demanded that its allies grant the PRC no more recognition than

Switzerland was among the
first group of non-socialist
European countries to
establish diplomatic ties with
the PRC

the US government did. And it blocked China's attempts to take a

placein the United Nations.

Economically, the USA led a trade ban against China, and through
the Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls
(CoCom) applied complete trade sanctions to China before the PRC
was even 30 days old. Because of American coercion, a startling 45

countries announced trade bans with China.

The USA continued to give military support to Chiang Kai-shek and
interdicted the Taiwan Strait. It supported the South Korean government
and opposition forces within South Vietnam, and encircled Beijing by
signing treaties with Southeast Asian countries, Japan and Australia,and

setting up 800 military bases around China, including thebasesin Japan.



Shrugging off US pressure

The latest declassified records from the Chinese Foreign
Ministry reveal that as early as June 1949, the USA had sent
a telegram to the Swiss government warning specifically
that "it would be highly inappropriate for you to recognise
a communist government in Asia too soon." However,
Switzerland held out against the sustained pressure from
Washington, maintained its traditional policy of neutrality
and autonomy in international affairs, and joined the group
of nations which broke the American political blockade on
China. Less than one hundred days after the founding of the
PRC, Switzerland shrugged off American political pressure

and recognised the young state.
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Swift talks on diplomatic relations
On January 17th, 1950, Max Petitpierre, chair of the Swiss Federal

Council and foreign minister, sent a telegram to Chairman Mao
stating, "Switzerland has decided to legally recognise the new China,
and is prepared to establish diplomatic relations with your country
On February 6th, Petitpierre again cabled Zhou Enlai, saying that
Switzerland had appointed Sven Stiner, the Swiss consul general in
HongKong, a temporary charge daffaires in China. On February 10th,
Vice Foreign Minister Li Kenong cabled a response to Petitpierre,
indicating that the Chinese government was ready to accept Stiner
as the Swiss representative in discussions on establishing formal
diplomatic ties, but that Switzerland must first end its diplomatic

relationship with the Kuomintang (KMT).

Now that the two states had made clear their
positions on establishing diplomatic relations,
the Swiss were able to accelerate the process.
Between May 26th and September 13th, 1950,
Vice Foreign Minister Zhang Hanfu and the
Swiss charge d'affaires held four rounds of
talks on establishing diplomatic relations.
The talks focused on two areas of the Swiss
position: How would the Swiss handle existing
KMT organisations in Switzerland? And how
would the Swiss deal with assets in Switzerland
belonging to the state of China but controlled by
the KMT?

Very quickly, Switzerland developed responses
to these questions. First, on the question of
KMT organisations, Switzerland had in fact
already broken off all relations with KMT
organisations when it recognised the People's
Republic of China. These organisations would
automatically lose their legal status and
recognition as representatives of a national
government. On the issue of Chinese assets in
Switzerland, given that Switzerland recognised
the PRC as the only lawful government of
China, all Chinese assets in Switzerland would
now become the legal property of the Central

People's Government of the PRC.

The President of Switzerland Markus
Feldmann (right) and Federal Councillor Max
Petitpierre (left) after receipt of the letter

of credence of the Chinese Ambassador to
Switzerlnand, Feng Hsuan. Undated picture
takenin Berne.

Theseresponses satisfied the Chinese government, so on September
14th, the two countries issued a statement saying that they had
established diplomatic relations. The first Swiss envoy to China was

Clemente Rezzonico; China's envoy to Switzerland was Feng Xuan.

Switzerland was also host to China's first engagement with the
international community, at the Geneva Conference in 1954. Once
China began its reforms in the late 1970s, the Swiss watchmaker

Rado etched its name into China's history books by becoming
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the first foreign company to advertise in China. Schindler, a Swiss
elevator and escalator company, was the first foreign company
signing an industrial joint venture with China. And the first
European insurance company licensed to operate in China was
also Swiss. Switzerland was also one of the first group of countries
to recognise China's market economy status. The conclusion of a
free trade agreement with China in 2013, as the second European
country after Iceland, marks the latest highlight of a relationship

thatisrich in milestones.
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