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Sustainability is key for the 51" edition of the Sino-Swiss
Business Awards

October 21%, Beijing - The biannual Sino-Swiss Business Awards announced this
year’'s winners of eight categories at an exclusive gala evening attended by political
and business dignitaries including Ambassador of Switzerland to China H.E.
Bernardino Regazzoni at the China World Summit Wing on Thursday.

After four successful editions in 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2019, this is the fifth edition of the
Sino-Swiss Business Awards in Beijing. In different categories, the Awards celebrated the
efforts of many Swiss and Chinese companies, particularly for their leadership, transparency,
and commitment to sustainable business practices. Companies also showcased distinct
results and high level of dedication to the Sino-Swiss business community, Swiss foreign
trade and the promotion of Switzerland in China and vice-versa.

This year more than 55 Swiss and Chinese companies competed for awards in eight
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categories, with more than 80 applications received. Aligning with this year’s key focus on
sustainability, STOR-H, with their efforts in promoting clean energy and enabling zero CO2
mobility, won the Swissnex Award for the Most Innovative Start-up.

The four winners of the sustainable awards were the biggest surprises of the night. Buhler
won the Award of Sustainable High-Tech and Financial Solutions with its innovation for a
better world; by taking actions along the whole value chain Nestlé was the winner in the
category of Sustainable Production and Supply Chain; the manufacturer of mountain spring
beer Brauerei Locher AG received the Nestlé award for Health and Environmental
Responsibility, while the Swiss engineering giant ABB received the Award for Social
Responsibility, Diversity and Education.

Producing innovative Biomaterials for regeneration of bone, soft-tissue and -cartilage,
Geistlich Pharma won, once again, the Nestlé award in the category of Outstanding
Achievements of an SME (Small and Medium-sized Enterprises), while Shanghai Roche
Pharmaceuticals received again the Swiss Re award of Outstanding Achievements of an
MNC (Multinational Corporation).

The final star of the night was the Award in the category of Best Chinese Innovator/Investor,
which went to China Nobleness for its global cross-cultural education exchanges combining
art and education.

rh B L 7 2 b 5UE) 5 5K &R | Vice-President of SwissCham Beijing ZZ Zhang
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The Vice-President of SwissCham Beijing, ZZ Zhang, opened the ceremony with a
congratulatory remark to all those companies that engage in sustainable business practices
and applauded those enterprises that succeeded during challenging times created by the
global pandemic of last year: “Your flexibility and determination have kept the wheels turning
during these unprecedented times, and for this you are the champions!”

Swiss Ambassador Bernardino Regazzoni | i+ KAf & i

“With their Chinese partners, Swiss companies’ expertise in climate change, water
management, green finance and financial resilience can help to live up to the engagements
of the Paris Agreement and to fulfil the Sustainable Development Goals. The solutions
developed are what we celebrate here today,” said Swiss Ambassador Bernardino
Regazzoni in his opening remarks.

Around 450 distinguished guests including top political and business representatives from
both Switzerland and China gathered on Thursday evening’'s event. Among the guests were
Rashid Qureshi, CEO of Nestlé Greater China Region, Cornelia Camenzind, Swiss Consul
General in Chengdu and Chang-hee Lee, Director of ILO.
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The event was organised by the Swiss Chamber of Commerce (SwissCham) in China in
collaboration with the Embassy of Switzerland in China, Swissnex in China and the Swiss
Business Hub.

Each company application was judged and evaluated by an independent Jury consisting of
eleven impatrtial representatives including Swiss and Chinese leaders, specialists in the field
of sustainability, education and investment, as well as SwissCham’s Directors. The jury
selected the final winners of each award category.

SwissCham Beijing
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Winners of 2021 Sino-Swiss Business Awards:

1. SWISSNEX AWARD FOR THE MOST INNOVATIVE START-UP/
ENTREPRENEUR.

Stor-H

The STOR-H ecosystem responds to the challenges of global warming, the energy
transition and air pollution while generating breathable and intelligent cities on a local
level, creating significant added-value manufacturing and service activities locally.
STOR-H Technologies SA is a spin-off of AAQIUS, integrating all its hydrogen storage-
related assets. We leverage significant intellectual property concerning the solid storage
of green hydrogen to enable zero-CO2 light mobility (2/3/4-wheel vehicles weighing <1
ton) through the use of its STOR-H cartridges. Based on a safe, simple and free
ecosystem, we design an All-In-One offer to address B2B, B2G and B2C customers,
providing a flawless service: flexible mobility, a fluid and safe access to clean energy.

2. BUSINESS AWARD FOR SUSTAINABLE HIGH-TECH & FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS.

Buhler

Buhler is a family-owned Swiss company, founded in 1860. After 161 years of
development, it shows its strength in manufacture equipment, process solution design
and innovation. Smart mills, which are part of intelligent manufacturing, will drive the
development and absorption if Digitalization, 10T, Al into new dimensions. This
represents already now, a major milestone for the industry, nations (China &Switzerland)
and peoples. As Buhler is partly committed to sustainability, we set a goal that by 2025,
the customer value chain of the energy consumption, water consumption and waste
should reduce 50% respectively. Buhler with its innovative employee and network are
working towards that goal.

3. BUSINESS AWARD FOR SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY CHAIN

Nestlé

Founded in 1866, Nestlé is a world-renowned food and beverage company with the
purpose of unlocking the power of food to enhance quality of life for everyone, today and
for generations to come.

As a Swiss multinational committed to sustainability, Nestlé has set the goal of achieving
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net zero emissions by 2050 and has launched a Roadmap. To reach its ambitious target,
Nestlé has taken actions along the whole value chain, including support of local
suppliers, renewable electricity, sustainable packaging, green logistics, low-carbon-
footprint food, and plastic recycling programs. The sustainability practices by Nestlé
Greater China Region have won recognition from United Nations, China Plastics Reuse
and Recycling Associations, Efficient Consumer Response, etc.

4. NESTLE AWARD FOR HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

Brauerei Locher AG

Being acquired by the Locher Family in 1886, Brewery Locher Co. Ltd devoted itself for
130 years to a unique brewing with "Swiss Nature" and created a family legend for
generations. With its adherence to sustainable development, Brewery Locher explores
persistently the handcrafted brewing techniques. The strictly required quality and the
passion for products serves as their commitment to customers. Brauerei Locher adopts
the ancient traditional hand-brewed specialty craft beer, carefully selects high quality
Swiss barely and hops and fresh spring water from Alps, which always bring to customers
infinite surprise and imagination. Currently, as one of the most sustainable breweries in
the world. Brauerei Locher is bringing sustainable business practices to China.

5. BUSINESS AWARD FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, DIVERSITY AND
EDUCATION.

ABB

ABB is a leading global technology company headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland. By
connecting software to its electrification, robotics, automation and motion portfolio, ABB
pushes the boundaries of technology to drive performance to new levels. With a history of
excellence stretching back more than 130 years, ABB’s success is driven by about
105,000 talented employees in over 100 countries.

ABB's relationship with China dates back to 1907, when it delivered a steam boiler to the
country. After decades of fast development, ABB today has a full range of business
activities in China, including R&D, manufacturing, sales and services, 27 local companies
with 15,000 employees located in nearly 130 cities and online and offline channels across
around 700 cities.

6. NESTLE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF AN SME.

Geistlich Pharma

Geistlich Pharma is a Swiss family-owned company existing since 1851.Today Geistlich
Pharma is specialized in biomaterials for the regeneration of bone, cartilage and tissue
with the goal of giving patients a better quality of life. The products are marketed
worldwide. China represents the company’s largest market in terms of Sales and growth.

Sustainable Implant dentistry without Geistlich products and our education programs
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would not be possible in China. The recent growth in China leads to large investments
into the Swiss production facilities: Geistlich just opened a new production building and
another production expansion project for more than 100 million CHF is in realization.
Geistlich serves as an excellent example, on how sustainable growth in China creates
jobs and work for a mid-size company in Switzerland. Every 15 seconds one of our
products is implanted into a patient somewhere in the world.

7. SWISS RE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF AN MNC.

ROCHE PHARMA CHINA

Roche is a leading global biotechnology company headquartered in Switzerland with a
history of 125 years. Combining the unique advantages in pharmaceuticals and
diagnostics, Roche is committed to advancing science and improving people’s lives
through personalized healthcare. Established in 1994, as the first multinational
pharmaceutical company setting up operations in Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park, Roche
Pharma China provides Chinese patients with breakthrough medicines in multiple key
therapeutic areas, including oncology, infectious diseases and transplantation, and
immunology diseases. So far it has 24 medicines covering 8 therapeutic areas in China.
Among multinational pharma companies, Roche takes the lead in building and upgrading
a complete pharma value chain covering early research, late phase product
development, manufacturing and commercialization. Meanwhile, Roche continues to
work with the government, medical institutions and NGOs to explore innovative modes of
cooperation and benefit more Chinese patients through a series of influential and
sustainable initiatives.

8. BUSINESS AWARD FOR THE BEST CHINESE INNOVATOR/ INVESTOR.

CHINA NOBLENESS (ASIA) LTD.

Created in 2011, China Nobleness has developed a distinctive education curriculum
system, which includes education, lifestyle and arts for children of 3-16 years old. With
global cross-cultural education exchanges, China Nobleness brings exquisite education
and services to Chinese consumers, based on Swiss leading arts training, integrating
European art education resources, together with international partners.

In its efforts to advance professional and education training, China Nobleness has
created Visual Arts Teaching Programs that with 10-year market approval continues
professional training and aim to achieve teachers' enhancement and high-quality
education. In order to bring to Chinese costumers the possibility to experience Sino-
Swiss art and cultural exchange, China Nobleness has also designed and established
Choo Noble Art Interactive Cafés in which Swiss art and lifestyle are combined and
where Chinese families can find Swiss color pencil to rent and other Swiss products.
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SINO-SWISS BUSINESS AWARDS JURY PANEL
The eleven-members jury:

Chang-Hee Lee
Director of ILO Beijing

Cornelia Camenzind
Consul General of Switzerland in Chengdu

Christine Jacob
Director of the Swiss School in Beijing

Dominik Widmer
President of SwissCham South-West China, National Representative of SwissCham China
Executive Director of Sino Swiss Holding

Joe Liu
President of SwissCham Shanghai, National Representative of SwissCham
China Managing Director of Fraisa

Marco Bollier
President of SwissCham Beijing, National Representative of SwissCham China
CCO at Geistlich

Paul Andersson
Leading Director of SwissCham
IDS Committee and President of Firmenich

Stephan Stalder
President of SwissCham South, National Representative of SwissCham China
Managing Director of IKA Works

Yves Morath
Head of Swiss Business Hub China
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs/ Switzerland Global Enterprise

Yves Reymond
Honorary Board Member of SwissCham Beijing
Head of the Economic, Financial and Commercial Section of the Swiss Embassy

Wei Dong Zhou
China Director of WBCSD

For a complete list of Sino-Swiss Business Awards 2021 nominees in all categories, please
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visit SSBA 2021.
SwissCham Beijing was proud to be able to gather so many outstanding companies from
both China and Switzerland at this year’s Sino-Swiss Business Awards.

2021 marked the 25th anniversary of the establishment of SwissCham China, a successful
achievement which was also celebrated during the Sino-Swiss Business Awards. The Sino-
Swiss Business Awards will certainly continue being an essential part of the event calendar
of the Swiss Business Community in China in the coming years.

Many thanks to the sponsors and partners of the Sino-Swiss Business Awards 2021:

Partners: Embassy of Switzerland to the PRC, Swissnex in China, Swiss Business Hub
Diamond Sponsor: Nestlé

Platinum Sponsor: Swiss Re

Gold Sponsors: ABB, Belimed, Cellcosmet

Silver Sponsors: E&Y, Canton Schaffhausen

In-Kind and Lucky-draw Sponsors: listed on the website

Corporate Tables: listed on the website

Media Partners: 21 Century Business Herald

Event and Design Company: Case +

Venue: China World Summit Wing

Organizing Committee: Beatrice Rossi, Daniela Reinau, David Wang, Johann Oberson,
Lars Eckerlein, Maria Remizova, Martin Mueller, Olivier Glauser, Samuel Baumgartner, Yves
Reymond.

Photo credit: © SwissCham Beijing

For further information and additional pictures:

SwissCham Beijing

Beatrice Rossi, General Manager, beatrice.rossi@bei.swisscham.org

Maria Remizova, Event and Marketing Manager, maria.remizova@bei.swisscham.org
Internet: SSBA 2021
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