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Please note that the previous newsletters can be downloaded from the website of the Embassy of 
Switzerland in China: www.eda.admin.ch/beijing1. To subscribe/unsubscribe or send us your comments, 
please send an email with the corresponding subject to chenchen.liu@eda.admin.ch. 
 
 
Introduction  
 
The final release of CPC Proposal on the 12th Five-Year-Plan, which will be discussed in detail in next 
month’s newsletter, is accompanied by various summaries of China’s progress made during the previous 
5 years. This month’s newsletter starts with China celebrating 60 years of receiving foreign students. In 
science and technology, Gansu’s industry development goal has been set by the State Council. Manned 
Space Station Program also started in October. In education, new measures of university admission are 
under trial application. In health, China recently reports first cases of NDM-1 super bacteria infection. 
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1 Please click on the blue texts to activate the hyperlinks to either email addresses or related websites. 
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Policy 
 

China: 60 Years of Receiving Foreign Students 
 
 

The new academic year in autumn sees China officially celebrating its 60 years anniversary of receiving 
foreign students. Along with the growing number of Chinese students going abroad, it is expected that 
reciprocally China will accommodate more oversea students. 
 
According to the Ministry of Education statistics, over the past 60 years, a total of 1.69 million foreign 
students studied in China. In 2009 alone, 240,000 foreign students were studying in 610 different Chinese 
universities, research institutes and other education institutions, marking a historical high2. A detailed 
breakdown would see also some changes in the level of students coming to China. Among these 240,000 
foreign students, 93,450 were in degree programs, accounting for 39.23% of the total student number, 
which is a 16.81% year-on-year increase. 15.22% of the degree students are in graduate programs and 
5.08% in doctoral programs3. 69% of the foreign students in China are in the field of liberal art, 13% in 
medical sciences and only 8% in technology.  
 
Yet China is still expecting more. Such wish is already indicated in National Outline for Medium and Long-
Term Education Development, an official planning for education development in the next 10 years. To 
further implement the Outline, a Coming to China Plan was formally released in October by the Ministry 
of Education, setting clear goals for yearly increase.  
 
In the next 10 years, the number of foreign students in China is expected to maintain a 6.94% annual 
growth, which will finally reach 500,000 by 2020, making China the largest oversea study center in Asia. 
The number of degree students will top 150,000 by 2020 at the annual growth rate of 4.66%4.  
 
To reach such goal, China plans to actively enter bilateral/multilateral agreements on education 
exchange, increase scholarship opportunities, as well as offer more quality programs. A 100,000 
Student Program has been signed between the United States and China, which will enable 100,000 
American students to study in China in the next 4 years. It was also decided during the first China - 
ASEAN Ministers of Education Roundtable that a “Ten-thousand Plan5”, which called for 100,000 ASEAN 
country students in China as well as 100,000 Chinese students in ASEAN countries by 2020, will be 
implemented.  
 
The Chinese central government provided 800 million yuan ($117 million) in scholarships to international 
students in 2010 and the provincial governments offered about 110 million yuan in scholarships 6 . 
Government scholarships, which stand at 20,385 slots per year currently, is expected to go up to 26,682 
slots in 2013. On top of the government scholarship, all levels of local governments, higher education 
institutes and industry are all encouraged to offer scholarships to attract foreign students. Meanwhile, 300 
English-taught degree programs, together with 1,000 model degree programs taught in Chinese, will be 
available for foreign students by 2010.  
 
According to the Education Ministry, the decision to attract more foreign students to China is made in 
order to promote mutual understanding, establish a more positive image of China oversea, and to help 
Chinese education institutions to improve their quality of education. Together with the growing number of 
homecoming Chineses students, the total number of students with an oversea education background will 
thus increase drastically over the coming years and it will be interesting to study the effects of such 
changes within the Chinese universities.  
 

 
 

                                                        
2 Opening Education to the World, China Education News, September 30 2010  
3 ibid.  
4 Coming to China Plan, the Ministry of Education, www.moe.edu.cn   
5 Guiyang Declaration, signed into force during ASEAN Ministers of Education Roundtable, August 3, 2010  
6 China Looks to Attract More Foreign Students, Xinhua News, http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-09/28/c_13532971.htm 

http://www.moe.edu.cn
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2010-09/28/c_13532971.htm
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News 
 

 
1. Major Science and Technology Accomplishment in 11th Five-Year-Plan 

 
(MoST, 28-10-2010) 

 
During the 11th Five-year Plan period (2006-2010), China initiated and implemented more than 2,500 
projects under a range of national S&T earmark programs, with a sum worth RMB 40 billion (USD 5.98 
billion). Some projects have resulted in innovative results and findings: 
 
1. Large aircraft project. The master plan of large aircraft C919 has passed national authorities’ 
assessment. Chinese scientists have achieved breakthroughs in developing the need materials and key 
technologies for making the aircraft. The prototype nose has been built, ready for function tests.  
 
2. Large nuclear power plant project landed a range of breakthroughs in manufacturing large 
components, pipes, and safety steel doom for the AP1000 steam generator.  

 
3. Oil-gas project has developed major equipment, including a large seismograph of an international 
advanced level, and a semi-submersible drilling platform able to hit a water depth at 3000m.  
 
4. Water pollution control project has rolled out a range of key technologies able to reduce pollutants 
emissions in chemical and pharmaceutical industries, including energy-saving sludge dewatering 
equipment, facilitated the development of innovative environmental protection industry and the realization 
of the emission reduction targets defined for the 11th Five-year period.  
 
5. Thanks to the support of genetic modification earmark projects, China has speeded up the diffusion 
and commercial applications GM cotton, enjoying a market share as high as 93%. 
 
During the 11th Five-year Plan period, China launched earmark projects to develop vaccines and 
diagnostic agents for major infectious diseases, including the vaccines for 40 common diseases. Two of 
them have been granted with new drug certificates, and put into commercial applications. For example, 
the recombinant oral Helicobacter pylori vaccine, developed by No. 3 Military Medical School with a new 
drug certificate granted in March 2009, is the first of its kind in the world that have obtained a new drug 
certificate. Beijing Minhai Biological Technology developed an acellular pertussis, diphtheria, tetanus and 
haemophilus influenza type b combined vaccine, and was granted with a new drug certificate, the first of 
its kind in the country.  
  
In the same period, China's implementation of the so-called Food S&T project has produced numerous 
innovative technologies and techniques able to boost the yields of three major crops. The new 
technologies and techniques have been diffused to an area of 682.55 million mu （ 1 
mu=0.0667hectare）on a combined basis, in 12 major food producing provinces, with a raised yield by 
40,0868 million tons. 

 
During the 11th Five-year Plan period, China landed breakthroughs in developing core technologies and 
key components for building large scientific facilities on its own. For example, Lanzhou Heavy Ion 
Accelerator Storage Ring, Beijing Electron-Positron Collider upgrade, and Shanghai Synchrotron 
Radiation Facility, have passed the state approval check, noticeably enhanced China’s proprietary and 
integrated innovation capability.  
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2. China on Target to Achieve Green Goals 
(China.org, 05-10-2010) 

 
China needs to cut its energy consumption per unit of GDP by 5 percent this year and the target is "within 
reach", China's top climate official said on Monday. 

As part of Beijing's efforts to tackle climate change, the 11th Five-Year Plan (2006-2010) set the goal of 
reducing energy consumption per unit of GDP by 20 percent in 2010 compared to 2005. 

[…] 

State Councilor Dai Bingguo said at the opening session of the Tianjin conference that China will adopt   
further policies to make its contribution to the fight against global climate change. Dai said China will 
achieve its goal by restructuring the economy, conserving energy and improving the efficiency of its use. 
He also pledged that the country will develop renewable energy and increase carbon sinks in forests. 

In November 2009, China announced that it would reduce carbon intensity - carbon emissions per unit of 
GDP - by 40 to 45 percent by 2020 from its level in 2005. 

Apart from energy consumption per unit of GDP, China has already met or exceeded targets set in its 
11th Five-Year Plan to raise the share of non-fossil fuels in primary energy consumption along with 
increased forest coverage. 

"China is in the process of mapping its 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015), which will include concrete 
action. We expect new domestic measures and financial input during the next five years," said Yang Ailun, 
climate and energy campaign manager for Greenpeace China. 

While China is producing more greenhouse gas emissions in the world, it is one of the most proactive 
countries in terms of supporting green growth, said Stanley So, manager of Oxfam Hong Kong's 
Economic Justice Campaign. 

China was the world leader in green investment in 2009, with one-third of the country's economic stimulus 
package ($221 billion) spent on infrastructure in an effort to improve energy efficiency, he added. 

(http://www.china.org.cn/environment/2010-10/05/content_21063470.htm)  

 
3. Gansu to Become another Focus for China’s Westward Development  

(MIIT, 17-10-2010) 

Chinese State Council released State Council’s Decision to Support Gansu’s Development on 
October 17, 2010, assigning tasks to different ministries for a joint goal of accelerating development of 
Gansu. The Decision, which could also be seen as Gansu’s Development Plan, positioned Gansu as an 
important economic, transportation and logistic center in Northwest China. 

Based on the Decision, manufacturing, new materials, bio-engineering and pharmaceutical will 
become the key industries of Gansu. The planning was made in accordance with State Council’s prior 
decision to further develop a few key industries in China. Traditional Chinese Medicine, including 
Traditional Tibetan Medicine, will be particularly a development priority.  

Model Zone on Development and Utilization of New Energy will be established in Gansu in order to 
actively develop the utilization of new energies, particularly wind energy in the city of Jiuquan, and 
solar energy in the city of Dunhuang. Measures will be adopted to encourage the application of solar 
energy and geothermic energy in local architecture. Integration of wind power and solar power into 
traditional grid will also be tested.  

In terms of education, the Decision calls for further development of vocational education, and encourages 
cooperation between local vocational schools and external universities, research institutes and industry in 
training skilled talents. Online education programs and adult education programs will also be supported.  

http://www.china.org.cn/environment/2010-10/05/content_21063470.htm)
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4. China Kicks off Manned Space Station Program 
 

(china.org, 27-10-2010) 
 

China has formally begun its manned space station program, aiming to complete construction of a 
"relatively large" manned space laboratory around 2020, said a spokesman for the national manned 
space program. 

 
China was aiming to develop and launch the first part of a space laboratory before 2016, focusing on 
breakthroughs in living conditions for astronauts and research applications. The country would develop 
and launch a core cabin and a second laboratory module around 2020, which would be assembled in 
orbit around the earth into a manned space station. 

 
   […] 
 

China planned to launch two unmanned space modules, Tiangong-1 and Shenzhou-8, in 2011, which 
were expected to accomplish the country's first space docking and were regarded as an essential step 
toward building a space station. 

 
Tiangong-1, or Heavenly Palace, would eventually be transformed into a manned space laboratory after 
experimental dockings with Shenzhou-8, Shenzhou-9 and Shenzhou-10 spacecraft with the last two 
carrying two or three astronauts each. 

 
 (http://www.china.org.cn/china/2010-10/27/content_21212538.htm) 

 
5. Presidents from Top Chinese Universities Discuss Student Admission  

                        (China News, 23-10-2010) 
 
The presidents of Shanghai Jiaotong University, China University of Science and Technology, Xi’an 
Jiaotong University, Zhejiang University, Nanjing University and Tsinghua University, joint by presidents 
from more than 100 Middle Schools nation-wide, met in Shanghai to discuss their independent student 
admission program.  

 
A Special program has been introduced in 2010, where Shanghai Jiaotong University, China University of 
Science and Technology, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Nanjing University and Tsinghua University jointly 
enstrust an impartial assessment center to produce a joint written test, which all 5 universities would use 
in their independent student admission. The joint assessment, formally named as Advanced Assessment 
for Admission (AAA), will be re-launched again in 2011, with Zhejiang University as a new participant. 
Assessment result for AAA will be recognized by all 6 universities, sparing students the trouble of taking 
different assessments. The 6 universities will also coordinately schedule their interview time to avoid 
conflict, in order to give students more opportunities for interviews.   

 
Similar program is also available in Beijing. Peking University, Beihang University and Hong Kong 
University are also allying for joint written test. Candidate could apply for all 3 universities based on the 
joint written test result. 

 
According to the President of Tsinghua University, AAA will, to a large extent, takes the assessment and 
admission power out of the control of university admission office, which will help ensure fairness in 
student admission. It also marks an important step in China’s education reform.  

 
 

http://www.china.org.cn/china/2010-10/27/content_21212538.htm)
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6. China Reports First Cases of NDM-1 Super Bacteria Infection 
(Xinhua News, 27-10-2010) 

 
China's health authorities announced the country's first three cases of NDM-1, a multi-drug resistant 
super bacteria on October 26, 2010.  

 
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC) official Ni Daxin said at a press 
conference that two cases were detected from samples submitted by the local CDC in the northwestern 
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and one from the southeastern Fujian Province. The samples from 
Ningxia were drawn from faeces of two infants born on March 8 and March 11. Both were born 
underweight and showed symptoms of diarrhea and respiratory infections two days after birth. One 
suffered an oxygen deficiency. One of the babies recovered after nine days in hospital and the other after 
14 days. They remained healthy, said Ni. 

 
Although the two babies were diagnosed as carrying the NDM-1 bacteria, there was no link between the 
bacteria and their illnesses, said Ni. 

 
The other sample from Fujian was identified from an 83-year-old, who died on June 11. Ni said the 
primary cause of death was late-term lung cancer, and the role of the drug-resistant bacteria in the 
development of the illness was unclear. 

 
The bacteria was identified in laboratories of the China CDC and Academy of Military Medical Sciences 
from among 3,500 samples. Ni told Xinhua the detection rate was still low. 
 
Ni said it was impossible to trace the origin of the bacteria, because it had been a long time since 
samples were collected. He also said there was no cause for panic because the bacteria did not spread 
among people. "It is only contagious through medical activities, so hospitals and clinics must be on high 
alert." 
 
NDM-1 is most prevalent in South Asia, but has also been found in Britain, the Netherlands, Australia, 
Canada, the United States and Sweden. 
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Events (November-December 2010) 

 
                                                                     November 2010 
 
The 25th World Battery Electric Vehicle, Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle and fuel Cell Electric Vehicle 
Exhibition 
Date: November 5th  
Place: Shenzhen 
Contact: China Electro-technical Society  
 
China Fashion Week 2009 
Date: November 
Place: Beijing 
Contact: China Fashion Association  
 
2nd Xiamen International Forum on Urban 
Environment 
Date: November 
Place: Xiamen 
Contact: Institute of Urban Environment, CAS 
 
Engine China 2010 
Date: November 
Place: Beijing 
Contact: China Internal Combustion Engine 
Industry Association  
 
International Conference on Internet of Things 
and its Applied Sciences 
Date: November 
Place: Beijing 
Contact: CAS 
 
Financial Times China Energy and 
Environmental Summit 2010 
Date: November 3rd to 4th 
Place: Beijing, China 
Contact: Financial Times 
 
2010 The 4th International Conference on 
Intelligent Information Technology Application 
Date: November 5th to 7th 
Place: Qinhuangdao, Hebei, China 
Contact: Northeastern University 
 
2010 International Conference on Advances in 
Materials and Manufacturing Process 
Date: November 6th to 8th  
Place: Shenzhen, Guangdong, China 
Contact: http://www.icammp.org 
 
2nd China Smart Grid Forum 
Date: November 8th to 10th  
Place: Shanghai, China 
Contact: http://www.china-smartgrid.com 
 

 
 
 
Photovoltaic System & Grid Integration 
Forum 2010 
Date: November 9th to 10th 
Place: Beijing, China 
Contact: http://www.pvgridintegration.com 
 
The 4th Annual Conference for Metro 
Industry 
Date: November 9th to 10th 
Place: Shanghai, China 
Contact: http://www.city-rail.com 
 
3rd International Conference on 
Infrastructure Systems and Service 2010 
Date: November 11th to 13th 
Place: Shenzhen, China 
Contact: Harbin Institute of Technology 
 
7th International Conference on 
Intellectual Capital, Knowledge 
Management and Organizational Learning 
Date: November 11th to 12th  
Place: Hong Kong, China 
Contact: Hongkong Polytechnic University 
 
2010 International Conference on 
Intelligent Systems and Knowledge 
Engineering 
Date: November 15th to 16th 
Place: Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China 
Contact: Zhejiang University 
 
Inno Luxury Summit 2010 
Date: November 16th to 18th 
Place: Macau China 
Contact: http://www.innoluxurysummit.com 
 
2010 3rd International Conference on 
Computer and Electrical Engineering 
Date: November 16th to 18th 
Place: Chengdu, Sichuan, China 
Contact: http://www.iccee.org/ 
 
2010 the 11th China Solar PV Conference 
and Exhibition 
Date: November 18th to 20th  
Place: Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 
Contact: China Renewable Energy Society 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.icammp.org
http://www.china-smartgrid.com
http://www.pvgridintegration.com
http://www.city-rail.com
http://www.innoluxurysummit.com
http://www.iccee.org/
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                                                                    December 2010 
 
4th World Congress of Gene 
Date: December 1st to 4th  
Place: Foshan, Guangzhou, China 
Contact: China Medical Bio-tech Association  
 
“Think about Our Cilmate” Exhibition 
Date: December  
Place: Beijing Normal University 
Contact: Embassy of Switzerland in China 
 
9th International Conference on Web-based 
Learning 
Date: December 8th to 10th 
Place: Shanghai, China 
Contact: http://iic.shu.edu.cn/icwl2010/ 
 
Design Award Switzerland 
Date : December 7th to 22nd 
Place: Visual Art Center, Academy of Art & Design, 
Tsinghua University 
Contact: Cultural Section, Embassy of Switzerland 
in China 
 
The 2010 International Conference on 
Computational Intelligence and Software 
Engineering 
Date: December 10th-12th  
Place: Wuhan, Hubei, China 
Contact: http://www.ciseng.org/2010 
 
3rd International Workshop on Sensor Networks 
and Ambient Intelligence 
Date: December 11th to 13th  
Place: Hong Kong, China 
Contact: Auckland University of Technology, New 
Zealand 
 
2010 International Conference on Signal and 
Information Processing 
Date: December 14th to 15th  
Place: Changsha, Hunan, China 
Contact: http://www.icsip.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2010 International Conference on Future 
Information Technology 
Date: December 14th to 15th  
Place: Changsha, Hunan, China 
Contact: http://www.icfit.org/ 
 
International Conference on Applied 
Statistics and Financial Mathematics  
Date: December 16th to 18th  
Place: Hong Kong, China 
Contact: Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
 
2010 International Conference on Nano 
Science and Technology 
Date: December 18th to 19th 
Place: Emei, Sichuan, China 
Contact: http://www.icnst.org/  
 
2010 International Conference on Physics 
Science and Technology 
Date: December 28th to 30th  
Place: Hong Kong, China 
Contact: http://www.icpst.org/  
 
2010 International Conference on Biology, 
Environment and Chemistry 
Date: December 28th to 30th 
Place: Hong Kong, China 
Contact: http://www.icbec.org/ 
 
 

http://iic.shu.edu.cn/icwl2010/
http://www.ciseng.org/2010
http://www.icsip.org
http://www.icfit.org/
http://www.icnst.org/
http://www.icpst.org/
http://www.icbec.org/

