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Switzerland opens new Consulate General in Guangzhou

Swiss Foreign Minister visitsthe city

Y esterday marked the official opening of the Consulate General of Switzerland in Guangzhou.
At the ceremony, the plaque of the Consulate was unveiled in the presence of Vice President of
Swiss Confederation and Minister of Foreign Affairs Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey , Mr.Li
Ronggen, Vice Governor of Guangdong Province and Mr. Chen Mingde, Vice Mayor of
Guangzhou Municipality. The plaque will direct people to the consulate’ s premises in Grand
Tower (J X KJH), Tianhe Digtrict.

The new Consulate, whose consular district covers the provinces of Guangdong, Fujian and
Hainan as well as Guangxi Autonomous Region, is Switzerland's fourth diplomatic
representation in China after Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. It will enhance the country’s
presence here and strengthen its ties with Southern China.

In recent years, the exchange between the two countries has intensified considerably, not only in
economic terms, but also in the fields of science and culture. Mrs. Calmy-Rey said that she was
very satisfied with this development. “To support these encouraging trends in the most effective
way possible, Switzerland has decided to open a Consulate General in Guangzhou to serve as an
additional bridge between our two peoples.”

The Pearl River Delta' s economic dynamism is attracting more and more Swiss companies.
Currently, about 100 firms are represented in the region. Swiss investments go largely into the
electrical, machinery, pharmaceutical and food sector.

The Consulate General is also host to the Guangzhou office of the Swiss Business Hub who will
assist small and middle-sized enterprises from Switzerland in entering the Chinese market.

Earlier in the afternoon, Mrs. Calmy-Rey also opened “Swiss Design Now”, an exhibition on
contemporary Swiss design, at the Guangdong Museum of Art. Besides some typically and
well-known products such as army knives and watches, the exhibition presents the works of
eleven established and eleven young, upcoming designers, whose products display a more
humourous touch not traditionally associated with Switzerland.
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