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SHANGHAI ,  CHINA , MARCH 26, 2019  

ABB technology to power first 
Chinese-built cruise vessel 
  

ABB’s deep domain knowledge in cruise ship technology supports a significant milestone in the evolu-

tion of China’s shipbuilding industry. ABB, a pioneering technology leader focused in digital industries, 

will supply an integrated power and propulsion package, including two Azipod® steerable propulsion 

systems, for the construction of China’s first domestically built cruise ship. 

The 323-meter vessel, due for delivery in 2023, will accommodate 5,000 passengers and is designed to 

suit the tastes of Chinese cruise travelers whose numbers are expected to rise up to 10 million annually 

by 2025, according to industry body Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA).  

With vast experience from cruise as well as other vessel segments, ABB is able to provide proven solu-

tions for propulsion, electrification and automation that enable customers to operate vessels anywhere 

from Antarctica to the Caribbean. The key to this is integrated solutions from the bridge command to 

the Azipod® propulsion system and a global service network that supports the customer 24/7.  

 

As the maritime industry moves towards new energy sources and autonomous operations, ABB’s elec-

tric, digital and connected technologies are redefining the future of mobility, bringing new levels of relia-

bility, efficiency and sustainability to shipping in China and across the globe.  

ABB’s Azipod® propulsion is a gearless steerable propulsion system where the electric motor is encapsu-

lated in a submerged pod outside the ship hull. Azipod® propulsion has become an industry standard in 

the cruise segment, with the proven ability to cut fuel consumption by up to 15 percent compared to tra-

ditional shaftline propulsion systems. Last year ABB secured its 100th Azipod order for cruise ships. Since 

the first installation, Azipod® systems have accumulated more than 15 million operating hours, saving over 

700,000 tons of fuel, thus reducing the maritime carbon dioxide footprint.  

ABB’s supply to the new Chinese vessel also includes a complete electric power plant with generators, 

switchboards, distribution transformers and a control system for the Azipod® units.  

  

Ships featuring electric propulsion provide a unique platform for digitalization. making it significantly 

easier to integrate automation and software solutions with the propulsion system. This enables the ship 

operator to collect and analyze more data, make better decisions and ultimately improve the vessel’s 

performance, including energy efficiency. Utilizing the ABB Ability™ Collaborative Operation Center in-

frastructure, ABB experts are able to monitor the operational parameters of the Azipod cruise fleet and coor-
dinate remote equipment analysis, diagnostics, and predictive maintenance services. ABB Ability™ is the com-
pany’s innovative offering of digital solutions and services across all business areas. Furthermore, greater 

connectivity to shore makes it possible to exploit advanced analytics that feed into tools for energy effi-

ciency and maintenance optimization. 

 

The vessel will support a flourishing Chinese cruise market, which is expected to rival that of the United 
States over the next decade or two, according to the China Cruise and Yacht Industry Association. With 

the potential of China’s vast consumer market, as well as rapid developments in domestic shipbuilding, 

the country is expected to generate a significant demand for cruise travel in the next decade and is 

widely anticipated to become one of the world’s leading cruise nations. 

https://new.abb.com/marine/systems-and-solutions/electric-propulsion/azipod
https://new.abb.com/abb-ability/

