swisscham.crg
-

Embassy of Switzerland in China

oy

fﬁ’”f"]‘i:ﬁ:. /ﬁ\lﬁ H

Ju)IE# -
PR T A R A Bhsi B

B, 51 Wi, 2008 FEEK




Letter from the Presidents

B ERFE

Stephan Titze Felix Sutter,
Vice-President, Board Member,
SwissCham Shanghai SwissCham Beijing

Dear Donars,
Dear Sir/ Madame

On May IZth 2008, a massive earthquake and subsequent aftershocks
struck Wenchuan County in China's densely populated Sichuan Province,
killing more than 80,000 people, injuring more than 220,000 others, and
leaving an estimated 20,000 missing or buried under collapsed buildings.
The earthquake overwhelmingly affected children as schools were
particularly hard hit. Many of the schools simply folded and collapsed.
While tempaorary housing and schoaling is now available, reconstruction
of permanent buildings is pressing.

The Swiss Business Community in China, under an initiative of SwissCham
Shanghai. cosponsored by SwissCham Beijing and in cooperation with the
Swiss Embassy, the Consulates General in Shanghai and Guangzhou the
Swiss Club in Shanghai and the Swiss Society in Beijing aims to help with
the earthquake relief, meet local needs and provide the region with
immediate support. Under the leadership of SwissCham a project team
has been established to assess the possibility of building an earthquake-
proof school building in one of the most severely hit areas. where 80% of
buildings collapsed. Our goal is to ensure children can return to school
as quickly as possible in a permanent and safe building. Reconstruction
will use local materials, be constructed by a local workforce and be built
according to the safety standards being developed by the Chinese
government.

We herewith thank all donors and people who have so far supported us
and welcome all who would like to participate in future.

Best Regards
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Stephan Titze, Felix Sutter
Co-President of Swiss Community Project . (o President of Swiss Community
General Manager Syngenta Project,

Partner PricewaterhouseCoopers
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Krystyna Marty . krystyna.marty@eda.admin.com / Eﬂlﬁ . +86 (10) 8532 38888 % 8829 (dbrmy)
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