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Dear Donors,  

Dear Sir/ Madame  

In the aftermath of the Sichuan earthquake many Swiss companies 
donated to various charities and invested in projects to assist in 

the relief and reconstruction in Sichuan. The Swiss community 
project was initiated by the SwissCham Shanghai with the support 

of the Embassy of Switzerland, the Consulates General in Shanghai 
and Guangzhou, the SwissCham in Beijing, the Swiss Club in 

Shanghai and the Swiss Society in Beijing with the objective to 
rebuild a school in one of the worst affected areas in Sichuan and 

help children to return to a permanent school as quickly as 
possible. With the help of generous donations of Swiss Companies 

in China, Swiss Charities and Development Agencies and the Swiss 

people in China a total amount of more than 6 million cash and in-
kind donations were collected, sufficient to rebuild a school for 

over 300 children. The new kindergarten is planned to be 
reconstructed as a model kindergarten in the area and is expected 

to be constructed in the fall of 2009. It is intended to give these 
children the opportunity to learn and develop for a better future 

after the earthquake with a secure and high-quality but 
economical building. 

We are also delighted to announce that the groundbreaking 
ceremony will take place on the 20th of May in Long Xing township. 

Besides expecting media representatives as well as Chinese and 
Swiss officials, all donors and other interested parties are 

cordially invited to attend this ceremony. 

Herewith we thank all donors and people who have so far 
supported us and welcome all who would like to participate in 

future.  

 

Best Regards 
 

 

Stephan Titze,   Felix Sutter 
Co-President Swiss Co President of Swiss  

Community Project and Community Project and Partner 

General Manager Syngenta PricewaterhouseCoopers 
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Stephan Titze б Felix Sutter 
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Stephan Titze 
Vice-President  
SwissCham Shanghai 

Felix Sutter,  
Board Member,  
SwissCham Beijing  



In Brief:    Donation update Spring 09 

 

13.04.09 Easter gifts donated by the Swiss Society in China and 

the Swiss Embassy are presented to the children in Long Xing. 
Final changes are made to land plot documents and preparation 

for the groundbreaking ceremony. Two Swiss Radio journalists 
attend the visit and interview local officials. Pictures are taken for 

2010 calendar project. 

10.03.09 the concept design is presented to the relevant 

authorities and the kindergarten headmistress in Longxing. 

Virtuarch clarifies open questions regarding the land and updates 
the design according to new requirements. 

16.02.09 a local project manager is hired by the project group. 

19.01.09 the requirements from the Planning Bureau are fulfilled. 

13.01.09 the draft site plan from the Government is received. 

12.01.09 the agreement with the local government is officially 

signed. The Ambassador of Switzerland in China, the Vice President 
of the SwissCham Shanghai, a Board Member of SwissCham Beijing 

as well as some of the donors attend the ceremony with the Mayor 
of Chongzhou and other representatives of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20.11.08 Visit to Chongzhou City for a final approval of the location 

as the host of the Swiss Community School. 

29.07.08 Fact finding Mission in Sichuan. 

07.07.08 First official Kick-Off Meeting with all representatives of 

the Steering Committee. 
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For a successful enforcement of the project a minimum budget 

of 7 Million RMB is needed. So far 6õ250õ000 Million RMB 

have been collected and confirmed. To ensure the full 

realization of the project at least 750õ000 RMB is still needed. 
Please contact us if you would like to participate and/or 

donate. Please find the contact details below. 

 Project Profile: 

 

 

Long Xing Town Central Nursery School 

Location:  Long Xing Township, Chongzhou City 

Damage: All classrooms collapsed in the earthquake 

Size:  School for 200 - 250 pupils  

Sqm: 4200  

Facilities: 7 classrooms 

Project objectives 

As well as constructing an earthquake-safe, affordable, good 

quality, sustainable, environmentally friendly and accessible 

school, the following additional value-added components have 
been proposed: 

¶ Facilities and access for disabled students 

¶ Training for local construction workers in sustainable 

construction and business continuity planning 

¶ Training and awareness of Chinese Building Codes 

¶ Localized risk management manuals and procedures 

¶ Risk engineering expertise to be available 

¶ Enable the community to maintain the infrastructure 
themselves at lowest costs possible  

¶ Stimulate the local economy by using local enterprises 
where feasible and possible 

¶ Quality control skills to be applied by local construction 
companies and officials 

The Swiss and the Local Government Delegation at the Signing 

Ceremony in January 2009 

20th of May 2009  Ground Breaking Ceremony 
June 2009  Start of Construction 
November 2009  Children move in school 
December 2009  Opening ceremony of school  
January 2010  End of the project 
 

Next steps   



Signing Ceremony of the Reconstruction Project: 
 

Warm welcome by the Chong Zhou city government:: 
On January 12, 2009, the Swiss Community Reconstruction in 

Sichuan - School & Housing Sponsorship Project and Sichuan 
Chong Zhou Municipal Government signed a cooperation 

agreement on the reconstruction of the central kindergarten in 
Long Xing township of Chong Zhou city in Sichuan. The signing 

ceremony of this reconstruction project was attended by the 

Ambassador of Switzerland in China, the Vice President of the 
SwissCham Shanghai, a Board Member of SwissCham Beijing and 

the Mayor of Chong Zhou city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beginning of a long term relationship 
Blaise Godet, the Ambassador of Switzerland to China, said: òThere 

has been a long friendly and mutual aiding relationship between 
Switzerland and China. In addition to immediate donation and relief 

work after the disaster, we hope to provide the Chinese 
Government constant support and help in long-term 

reconstruction and restoration of the disaster areas. Apart from 

this comfortable, modern, and beautiful school with high 
earthquake resistance, we will create communication 

opportunities between the Swiss and Chinese children by 
organizing mutually corresponding activities, promote  

communications and advanced training in infant   
education between Switzerland and China, enhance 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
hardware and software for the infancy education in Sichuan 

villages and towns, and help the local children to study and 
grow in an easy, happy and healthy way.ó 
 

Support from various experts 

The conceptual design by a Swiss architecture office is 
focusing on a learning environment suitable for children of this 

age, providing numerous inside and outside spaces for playing, 
combining the qualities of a Swiss town environment with the 

ones of traditional Chinese palaces, while realizing fully 
environment-friendly and therefore sustainable school 

buildings. With an area of 4,200 square meters, the entire 
school building will be suitable and accessible for disabled 

children, too. During the construction, some Swiss donor 

enterprises also provide a series of advanced construction 
management support and valued services, including training of 

local builders in sustainable construction and service planning, 
localized risk management and standardization, provision of 

practical specialized risk engineering technologies. Enterprises 
also aim to help the local communities to maintain the 

infrastructure on their own at the possibly lowest price, so as 
to ensure successful construction of a quake-proof, 

sustainable, high quality, and environment-friendly school. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pupils welcome the delegation from Switzerland at their School in 

Long Xing Town 

Exchanging presents with the Mayor of Changzhou City 

l to r: Felix Sutter, Stephan Titze, Mayor of Chong Zhou City and Blaise 

Godet, Ambassador of Switzerland 

Media representatives carefully listen the speech of the representative of Chongzhou Municipal Government  



Interview: 
 
Interview with Alex Sudan, SICPA, Participant of the Signing 
Ceremony in January and General Manager of Sicpa China, one of 
the Donors of the Swiss Community Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SCP: You have attended the Signing Ceremony of the 

Reconstruction Project in Long Xing Town in January. What 

was your impression of the area since this region was hit 

hard by the earthquake last year in May?  
 

Sudan: We could not see many earthquake affected buildings in the 

area we visited, since much work had already been done in the 
clearing, repair and rebuilding of houses. We had a humble but 

impressive welcome from the local authorities who have shown 
their dedication and appreciation to the region reconstruction, and 

in particular to the Swiss Community project. 
 

 

SCP: How did the schoolchildren welcome you in their 

provisional school building?  

 

Sudan:  I was very impressed and moved by the children of the 
Long Xing school who were studying in difficult conditions in 

temporary school buildings.  Those children and teachers gave us 

such a radiant and lively welcome. We visited their classrooms 
attended by 50 to 100 pupils, learning the hard way, with no 

comfort and no much of the didactic material our kids enjoy in 
Switzerland, but we could feel a strong sense of determination and 

hope for the life to come, in a truly happy mood! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

SCP: What was the reason for your company to donate to 

this community project? 

 

Sudan:  The SICPA Group is involved in China for about 25 

years and our joint-venture company in Beijing, the China 

Banknote SICPA Security Ink company also supplies products in 
Sichuan province. Our JV employees spontaneously collected 

funds a few days after the earthquake and our HQ in Lausanne 
decided to back up this move with a larger donation for a long 

term project related to children and education. We felt that the 
Swiss community project was indeed well managed and well 

controlled, with guaranties of quality building and usage of 
funds. 

 

 

SCP: In your opinion, what is the long-term effect of such a 

reconstruction project for the schoolchildren? 

 

Sudan: Well, children everywhere are our future! This school 

will last for many years. I hope that the Swiss community will 

be able to support the long term maintenance of buildings, and 
why not, support the school operation and the education of 

Children. 

 

 

SCP: Will you visit the school again in the future? 

 

Sudan: Definitely yes, most likely when the school starts 

operation and I am looking very much forward to be back in 

Long Xing Town. 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Delegation Visit of the provisional Central Nursery School in 

Long Xing Town 

Group photo with delegation and children at Long Xing School: 

from l to r: Paul Bussinger, Oerlikon / Stephan Titze, Syngenta / 

Felix Sutter, PwC/ Blaise Godet, Ambassador of Switzerland in 

Beijing/ Alex Sudan, SICPA 


